ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

JULY 11, 2010                    15th  SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, July 10
9:00am
Shirley Sinon – Dale Dydo
5:30pm
Dora and Serafino Ciccone- McDonnell Family
Sunday, July 11
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Marcel Desrochers – wife and children
11:00am
Paul Mollica – Rossi Family
Monday, July 12
9:00am
Matt Polniaszek – Trudy 
Tuesday, July 13
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, July 14
9:00am
Isabel Rubin – McKenna Family
Thursday, July 15
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, July 16
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday,  July 17
9:00am
Jim Dufficy – Irene Dufficy 
5:30pm
Melvin Spencer – McDonnell Family
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
July 4, 2010                  $4171.00

Capital Improvement      $1594.00
Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

SECOND COLLECTION
Black and Indian Missions

   **BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

    July 11

Alessandra Benedetto, Nicole Papadopoulos, Roger VanDongen, Angel Abreu, Joseph Flynn, Mike DiBlasi

July 12

Alissa Hof, Dawn McQuillan, Jessica Cohan, Kevin Bargo, Andrea Moore, James Keene, Joseph Mills, Sr, Joseph McGrath, Nicholas Jablonka, Kathryn Herr, Joan Krauer, Bridget Lekatsas, Celeste Brucculeri

July 13

Scott Courchaine, Ovid Reichelt, Caroline McDonald, Anthony Cali, Tyler Magliocchino, Anthony Pugnali, Lucia Spano-Cody.
July 14

Gina Nadel, Caroline McCaffery, Angela Fumo, Jerry Pittman, Louis Galanos, Stephanie Robinson, George Deluca, Sharon DiMetro, Melissa Godofsky, Pamela Jenkins

July 15

Clifford Andrews, Jennifer Veronesi, Cathy Hughes, Karla Givison, Cassidy Eckert, Carol DePalma, Sebastian Hughes, Josephine Greco, Cheryle Tagliamonte

July 16

Stephen Huller, Nestor Bojarczuk, Jr., Joseph Taylor, Jr., Katie Stern, Christine Pagano, Jamie Stanton, John Valesey, AnnMarie Banas, Audrey Kuhnle, Mary Leonard, Thomas Burda, Jody Conners, Benedetta Musumeci, Michael Rubertone, Jr.

July 17

Ann-Marie Berger, Andrea Coyle, Sally Mackey, James Turner, Amanda Kelley, Thomas McHugh, Lynn Doyle, Matthew Gurevich, Julie Madsen, Caitlin Madsen, Dawn Vaillancourt,Charles Cruger, Jr., Kaylee Grundon, Natalia DeMatteis, Nichole Kappeller, Richard Rizzo, Frank Kemlage
MARIAN DEVOTION
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The rosary is prayed in church every weekday morning at
 8:15 am. 

The rosary along with Legion of Mary prayers are said every Saturday morning at 8:30am
The Perpetual Novena in honor of Our Lady of  the Miraculous Medal is prayed every Monday after the 9am Mass
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“And who is neighbor to the robber’s victim? He answered: The one who treated him with mercy. 

Jesus said to him, Go and do likewise. ”
WORLDWIDE  MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself”.  For the married, our closest neighbor is our spouse.  Let Worldwide Marriage Encounter help you more fully live your calling.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is August 13 – 15.  For more information, call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME.
K OF C YARD SALE

Next Saturday ! 

Last chance to donate

On Saturday, July 17th the Knights of Columbus will be holding their annual Yard Sale in the lower parking lot by Maggiacomo Lane.   At this time they are collecting “gently used” items.  Drop off times will be Tuesday evenings 6-8pm & Saturdays 9am-12noon.  No clothing or shoes will be accepted.   

CLOTHING DRIVE

In conjunction with the K of C yard Sale, Fr. Perry would like to collect clothing for his parish in Africa.  Please bring your clean, gently worn SUMMER clothing and blue jeans.  If you have any questions please contact Fr. Perry

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY

Meetings: 3rd Monday morning of each month at 9:30 in hall


      3rd Tuesday evening at 7:30pm in Religious Ed

               Call Marge Sullivan for information: 635- 2016
ST.STANISLAUS NURSERY SCHOOL
Register Now for 2010-2011
3 year old program:  Tuesday & Thursday 9:00-11:45AM  $95*
4 year old program:  Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00-11:45PM  $120*
******New Program********
Kindergarten Enrichment
A program designed to enhance your child's Kindergarten experience both socially & academically
.  Each child's individual needs will be met.
   Monday-Friday Afternoons 12:00-3:00PM
          (2, 3 or 5 day program available) $100, $125 or $195*
Bus Transportation will be provided from Traver Road School
* discounts given for registered parishioners who regularly contribute to the support of the Parish
Call Jayne Rossi for Information & to Register
 635-9312
RCIA- NOW IS THE TIME TO SIGN UP 

If you are an adult seeking to complete your sacraments of initiation ( Eucharist  and Confirmation )   or one seeking to enter into the Catholic faith, please call Nancy Dunn at the  Parish Office  for information
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011

MADRID, SPAIN

August 10-August 22, 2011

Cost per person:  Single $3480/Twin $2946/Triple $2825

St. Stanislaus will once again be sending a group of young people and adults to World Youth Day 2011 in Madrid Spain.  This is one not to be missed.  Even before we get to the WYD activities we will be touring the cities of Lisbon, Portugal where we will visit St. Anthony’s Church.  Then to Santarem, Portugal, one of the oldest cities in the world, where we will visit The Church of  St. Stephen, site of the oldest recorded Eucharistic miracle, on display since 1269.  Next stop is Fatima, the place where the blessed mother appeared in 1917 to 3 simple shepherd children and exhorted mankind to pray for world peace.  Leaving Portugal we arrive in the holy city of  Santiago de Compostela, Spain which during the middle ages became the #1 pilgrimage site outside of Rome.  This is where the tomb of St. James lies.  We then depart for Avila where we will trace the life of St. Teresa of Avila.  We will see her cell and the relic of St. Teresa & St. John of the Cross.  Then it’s off to Madrid where we will spend the rest of our time touring Madrid & WYD activities.  It is anticipated that over 2 million people will be arriving to spend time in catechesis, prayer, worship, service and of course fun.  We will have 3 opportunities to see the Holy Father and countless opportunities to meet people and make friends from all over the world.  Why not think about joining us.  For more information contact Andrea Tighe in the parish office.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

We are very pleased to offer for the first time in many years here at St. Stanislaus Kostka a Vacation Bible School this summer.  “Baobab Blast” will be a wonderful week for K through 5th graders.   Each day from 9:30am-12:30pm Monday August 2 to Friday, August 6 our children will enjoy the various activities in our Catholic VBS.   There will be music, story telling, Bible activities, games, snacks and so much more.  REGISTER YOUR CHILD FOR VBS NOW- 
                             CUT OFF JULY 19!
In order to keep the expenses down for our VBS we are asking our parishioners to donate small food & crafts items.  Below is a partial list of needed items…more will follow as we complete our planning.  There is a sign up sheet at the hall door so that you can sign up for needed items.   Thank you for you generosity.
  Lunch size brown paper bags,   Pipe cleaners,  Large beads (with large holes!) and  large wooden beads,  Tissue paper (white and colored),   New Pencils,  Large size paper clips

EPIC – Church History Course- Wednesday evenings beginning mid September/  STUDY of the PSALMS- Thursday afternoons beginning October.  Please sign up for these now! Call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 x 12
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PASTOR’S NOTES
So often we find ourselves in familiar surroundings with the result we pay little attention to details.  As Catholics we attend the Eucharist in many different churches.  Most of them have the same features in their apses and naves.  Over the centuries they have introduced elements which focus the faith community’s attention on certain dogmas.  For instance, the Stations of the Cross assist the believer in appreciating the debt we had which is redeemed by the Christ.  He walks from Pilate’s Palace to Calvary’s Hill.  As we reverence the Real Presence in the Tabernacle, light a candle at a Marian shrine, or enter the confessional to receive absolution, we might leave one universal feature unnoticed:  the stained glass windows.
Our earliest churches constructed when the Emperor Constantine called for the end of the persecution of Christians contained windows filled with ornate patterns of thinly-sliced alabaster set into wooden frames, giving a stained glass like effect.  Evidence of stained glass windows in ecclesial structures in Britain can be found as early as the seventh century.  Romanesque and Gothic architecture required large expanses of glass.  Two examples of the period still draw millions of visitors who are in awe of the beauty of their windows:  Chartres and Canterbury Cathedrals.  With the coming of the Renaissance we witness the development of a classical style.  In France, much of the glass of this period was produced at the Limoges factory, and in Italy, at Murano, where stained glass and faceted lead crystal are often coupled together in the same window.  (I recall with great appreciation visiting their factory in Venice, where various family members have followed the traditional craft of their ancestors.)  Unfortunately, at a time when artistic creativity was at a height, the tragedy of the reformation and the age of revolution caused thousands of masterpieces to be destroyed.  A revival took place in Europe at the dawn of the modern age.  In the United States two names stand out.  John LaFarge, who invented opalescent glass (his son became a famous social reformer:  the Jesuit priest who authored The Manner is Ordinary); and Louis Comfort Tiffany.  Among those early well known artists in this media were van Doesburg, Piet Mondrian, and a personal favorite  many of whose works can be found in New York’s Museums and the United Nation:  Marc Chagall.
Throughout its history stained glass has served the Church as an instrument of catechesis.  The presence of certain images tells us much about the faith and the particular use of the structure which contains the artistic representations.  Some examples that I can present relate to places I have seen, where I have studied, and where I have served.  In the Chapel of Saints Peter and Paul of Saint Joseph’s Seminary, high above the sanctuary are the images of the Doctors of the Church reminding both faculty and students of the wisdom that has guided the Church from the likes of Ambrose, Augustine, and Aquinas.  The founders of the seminary called for the windows above the seminarians’ stalls to emphasize various events in the Savior’s life, below them were Old Testament equivalents.  Because of a strong bias towards history when I was part of the construction of a modern home for Our Lady Star of the Sea, I expressed a desire to feature the key figures in the evangelizing of our world.  We began with characterizations of Peter and Paul of the Church’s first generation, then Saint Patrick representing the community’s missionary efforts, Saints Francis of Assisi and Dominic recalling the advent of the mendicant period, then their spiritual sons:  Saint Anthony of Padua, the advocate of the poor and Saint Thomas Aquinas, the patron of the educational efforts of the church, then moving to our shores, Saint John Neumann, the immigrant who started parochial education and encouraged Eucharistic devotion, Saint Elizabeth Anne Seton who formed one of the most prominent religious communities to embrace the needs of the young and care for those who are ill, finally, we pictured the Lily of the Mohawks, the now Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha.
The sad reality is that for many it is hard to appreciate the art or the teaching in these images unless they are in the Church.  (That might be a lesson in itself.)  In the original design of the Church dedicated to Mary, (it was recently reconstructed), the patronal window was placed in the tower over the altar.  With internal lighting, the Blessed Mother could be seen by all who passed by the church on their way home.  Because of the tremendous value of the artistic efforts of the past the Archdiocese of New York has been careful to reach out to churches both within its province as well as outside the area to utilize the stained glass of once vibrant communities.  For instance, the windows of our newest Dutchess County Church came from the parish of St. Thomas the Apostle in Harlem.  Because of the recent canonization in 1962 of Saint Martin de Porres appropriate images could not be found.  Therefore, an old German artisan with his daughter brought to life the contributions of the saints and holy men and women of America:  North, South, and Central.  Their depiction taught everyone who viewed them of the rich traditions we have in this hemisphere.  For example, Father Miguel Pro is shown in a brown suit typical of the 1920’s and 30’s with a cap.  He could not be seen in his religious vesture in his native Mexico since it was a time when the Church was being persecuted and anti-clericalism was rampant.  Indeed, the government took him, put him on trial, and executed him.  As he stood before the firing squad, he cried out “Viva Cristo Rey!”  “Long live Christ the King!”
Our own Church contains beautiful stained glass representations of events in the life of Christ, beginning with the Nativity and concluding with the Resurrection.  As I reflect upon the images I have some favorites.  Near the confessional there is the figure of Jesus holding one child while another clings to Him.  A detail that caught my attention was the presence in the hand of the child of a toy.  When the Lord welcomed the children to himself he did not demand that they be different than they are.  So often today we expect them to carry burdens they cannot bear.  When we were young our parents provided for us.  They gave us a sense of security.  They enabled us to enjoy our existence.  Today, children know too much about possible lost employment, foreclosure possibilities, and relationship disruptions.  They cannot deal with these realities because they have absolutely no control of these situations.  Across from this window is one of the Savior at the door.  Quickly we recognize that there is no way He can enter.  Only the person inside can open the door.  The artist’s work wants us to realize that for the grace of God to reside in us we must open the door of our hearts.

As we rest and worship here at Saint Stanislaus Kostka and the other churches we visit let us reflect on these gifts of faith and art.

Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian 
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