ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

MARCH 14, 2010                                         4th SUNDAY OF LENT  

WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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    ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, March 13
9:00am
Daren DiMetro – Sharon DiMetro 
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
Sunday, March 14
7:30am
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka


9:00am 
John Konyn – Alice Konyn
11:00am
Marie Villano – Irene
5:30pm
Rev.Msg. James E. Richardson 
Monday,  March 15
7:00am
Concetta Coppola and Intentions of 


         Colorusso Twins
9:00am
Special Intention


Tuesday, March 16
7:00am 
Special Intention
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, March 17
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Mary Areno – husband, Alex
Thursday, March 18
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, March 19
7:00am
Michael and Mary Stroka
9:00am
Joseph Ulbrandt - Family
Saturday,  March 20
9:00am
Thelma D’Cruz- Thyrza Sucato
5:30pm
Rita McCarron – Rossi Family
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
March 7, 2010             $ 5669.00 

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
March 14

Preston Kellner MichaelBenvie, Barbara Mosher, Jeannette Vesely, Casey Maclarion, John Miller, Christa Kelley, Phillips Corey, Patsy Schoonmaker, Louise Greenspan, PaulRobinson, DouglasCoy, James Mona, William DeMattreis, 

March 15

Lauryn Dykeman Daniel Caso, Nikolas Linnane, Johnana Germano, , Declan Winkler, Rose Gray, John Butcher, Juliet Martinez, Merrick Pendergast

March 16

Gregory Buchal, Emilie Perry, Amanda Stolarski, Anthony Maselli, Jr., Ian Johnson

March 17

Peter Prunty, Joseph DaSilva, Patricia Horgan, Victor Gaines, Christopher Jacobs, Danielle Paul, Thomas Weber, Kevin Kennedy, Caitlin Moschetto, Miranda Brusie-Gendron, Jesssica June, Rodolfo Castro, Joseph Neziri, Thomas Comerford, Jason Kiggins, Jack Hopkinson

March 18

Kenneth Jelinek, Katherine Streck, Erik Vanswearingen, Diana Connolly, Timothy Lawlor, Kayla Sullivan, Charles Meyer, Michael Faolino, Katelyn Kardash, Gustav Richard, Michael Santucci

March 19

Joanna Berger, Sue Hankamp, Kristen Arpino, Brandon Opitz, Vincent DeMatteis, Gilda Deichler, Erin Hanlon, Kerry O’Gorman, Kayla Gund

March 20

Samantha Karchmer, Richard Berger, Amy Rowan, Jacob Gaines, Darien Fortier, Michael Miller, Craig Pecchia, Amy Romano, John Cordiero, Kevin Jayne, Susan Leigh, Robert Breitenbach, Jr.
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         OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE  STATUE FUND

Donated so far: $2300.00  Goal : $5000  Thank You! 
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“Whoever is in Christ is a new creation…,” (Second Reading) Let Worldwide Marriage Encounter help you renew your marriage.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is April 16 – 18.  For more information, call toll free:

877-NYS-WWME
55 and OLDER – Lenten Reflections

This series of 30 minute thought provoking video meditations by   Fr Benedict Groeschel, CFR will continue as listed below:

“5 Lessons From The Cross”
March 15;      Salvation Through the Cross

March 22:      God Reigns from the Cross

As always, there will be coffee and morning refreshments.

 All are welcome                                                          
HOLY WEEK
All parishioners should have received the schedule for Holy Week in the mail and it will also be in next week’s bulletin, Please consider attending one or more of the following services in addition to Holy Thursday’s Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Good Friday service. 

Mass is NOT celebrated on Holy Thursday morning, Good Friday or Holy Saturday morning. Consider coming to Morning Prayer at 9am on each of these days  

SOLEMN MORNING PRAYER –
A series of readings, psalms and hymns reflecting the meaning of the day. 
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED  SACRAMENT

“Won’t you watch with me for one hour?”

After the Holy Thursday evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper, the Blessed Sacrament will be processed into the parish Hall and reposed until 12 midnight. Visits are encouraged. An honor guard will be in place throughout the time. 

   7 LAST  WORDS of CHRIST- GOOD FRIDAY
   Begins at 12 noon on Good Friday. Fr Brian will preach on      the 7 last words Christ spoke from the cross; each segment      will be followed by meditative violin music and personal        reflection. 
                    STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening at 7:30pm

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/Benediction
LECTORS, EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

ALTAR SERVERS 
1) Now is the time to start thinking of the April-June                              Schedule
2) We need volunteers for Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter Vigil  Masses

3) If you are interested in serving in any of these capacities, Please call the parish office to arrange for instruction by Deacon John    
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K OF C FISH FRY
Our Knights of Columbus will continue to serve up a Fish Fry each Friday evening during Lent prior to the Stations of the Cross  Time:  4pm to 7pm
Menu: 
 Fish (fried or baked)/ french fries/ homemade cole slaw.or  

Additional Menu items available

Adults $8, children under 12:  $4
( Family and Senior discounts & Take Out Available)
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 “A SUNDAY OF HOPE”

 These magnificent daffodils adorning the Divine Mercy icon area dedicated to a person who passed away from cancer, someone currently suffering from the disease or to someone who is a survivor. 
Prayer for those suffering from cancer

    Loving God,
When the dreaded word cancer is uttered, it strikes like a sword in the heart. For those who have been struck with this sword, may the memory of the swords that pierced the heart of Mary be a consolation at this time.

Be near to them in time of trial, weakness and pain

Sustain them with strength and courage as they endure the needed treatments for the disease

May peace, grace and love surround them and may the awareness of your Divine Presence be like a tent over their pain and suffering.

   Through the intercession of St Peregrine, patron of those suffering    with cancer may our loving God grant his children healing and          peace.  We ask this through Christ our Lord           Amen  
At  each Mass this weekend,  March 14h, our priests will perform the Sacrament of the Sick 
Anyone (young or old) with serious or chronic illness (physical, psychological or emotional)   are invited to come forward to receive the strengthening and healing graces of this wonderful sacrament.  
EASTER FLOWERS

There are envelopes in your packets as well as the doors of the Church for Easter Flower donations. As always, you are free to make the contribution in memory of a loved one. 
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PASTOR’S NOTES

We conclude our examination of conscience with an exploration of the place that the corporal and spiritual works of mercy have in the life of the Christian.  Too often we confess sins of commission easily while forgetting those of omission.  We must realize that our love of God must go

beyond  the avoiding evil and involve virtuously  the support of His creation.

Last week in the three sessions of Family Catechesis teachers, parents, and students studied the corporal works of mercy.  They were challenged to “feed the hungry.”  It is not just populations of foreign lands who go to bed hungry.  Our neighbors too often must choose between paying rent and going to the supermarket.  Children are undernourished and seniors succumb to illness due to lack of dietary requirements.  Our own Pleasant Valley Food Pantry witnesses to an increasing number of people in need of assistance.  Families line up at Dutchess Outreach to get supplies which barely meet their needs.  Additionally, we are called to give “drink to the thirsty”.  Following examples of the Lord Jesus we must give to our brothers and sisters those gifts which support their lives.  “Clothe the naked.”  We have been called by some “the throw away society.”  How many outfits are in our closets never to be seen again because they are last years’ model or our teens opine “they are not cool.”  The Dutchess County Regional Chamber of Commerce collects business clothes barely used which can be distributed to people who require them for job interviews.  Organizations such as Birthright require a constant supply of baby outfits and maternity wear.  Goodwill and the Salvation Army among others collect clothing for ultimate distribution to the poor.  “Shelter the homeless” is a command which might seem somewhat remote until we recall the projects of Habitat for Humanity for which we can volunteer.  It is also a fact that many of our older citizens live in unsafe conditions over which they have little control but which neighbors could remedy.  In our community we have the wonderful Lutheran Care Center and other institutions for those who can no longer live on their own.  Additionally, acute hospitals:  Vassar and Saint Francis serve our community.  The admonition of “visiting the sick” pertains not to these people but also to those among us who are homebound.  It should be of particular concern to all of us that those who cannot worship with us be able to receive the sacraments, particularly the Eucharist, on a regular basis.  Recently, in the interviewing of our Confirmation candidates, it was inspiring to hear that so many prepared cookies for men in prison.  They realized that though they were not literally “visiting the imprisoned” they were extending themselves to those who were convicted of wrongdoing but who still retain their character as children of God.  They fulfill the dictum:  Hate the sin, love the sinner.  “To bury the dead” pertains not only to the physical act of caring for the departed but also to care for the needs of those who survive.

The spiritual works of mercy also provide for us material upon which we might reflect to ascertain our moral strengths and weaknesses.  To “counsel the doubtful” requires us to respond to another’s question with a response faithful to the revelation of God and the Church’s teaching.  We must not deliberately mislead or withhold the truth from those who might seem confused and seek us out.  “To instruct the ignorant” is a duty not only for a parent but all believers when they perceive a need to educate another.  This task is especially performed by those who generously give their time and talents to religious education programs.  “Admonishing the sinner”  is a responsibility that too many seem to want to escape.  They rely upon the subterfuge that we should not judge another.  Or they wrongly state, we have no right to criticize.  The effort “to comfort the sorrowful’ includes being with those who are experiencing crises in their lives or who are bearing personal losses in sickness or death.  Perhaps the most difficult spiritual work is to “forgive injuries.”  Thoughts of revenge come too swiftly to mind when we are wronged.  Forgetting the times we have intentionally or unintentionally hurt others, we take offense.  The mercy that has been poured out to us must be channeled towards others.  Additionally, we are called “to bear wrongs patiently.”  As Christ did, so must we.  Whatever is visited upon us is minor compared to His suffering.  Recognizing the salvific value of suffering we should appreciate as St. Paul did that as we identify with the suffering servant so shall we be with the victorious Risen One.  Daily we must “pray for the living and the dead.”  Jesus told His disciples that “wherever two or three are gathered” in His Name He is in their midst.  We must think about not only those who are among us but also the souls in purgatory.  No need is insignificant; no miracle, too great.

As we know the Sacrament of Reconciliation is one of two of the sacraments of healing.  The other is Anointing of the Sick.  This weekend Fr. Francis Perry and myself will celebrate this visible sign of God’s grace.  Unlike in the past the sacrament should be received by all suffering chronic and/or serious illness of a physical or mental type.  Death might not be in an immediate prospect but is deemed a possibility.  The only definitive requirement is that the person has reached the age of reason since the forgiveness of sin is an important aspect of its purpose.  It must also be acknowledged that physical healings have taken place as a result of its administration.

Please note the confession schedule which you have received in the mail (or can be obtained at the entrances of the church).  The priests are also available at other times by appointment.

May this week of Lenten reflection strengthen our faith, focus our hope, and encourage our charity.

Vivat Jesus,

Fr. Brian 
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