ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

APRIL 11, 2010                                    DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  

WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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    ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, April 10
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Joseph Salvati, - Lang Family
Sunday, April 11
7:30am
People of St. Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Walter Weglinski – Patricia Toomey
11:00am
Karen D’Eredita – Rossi Family
Monday, April 12
9:00am
Eugene Manelski – Maryann & Mary Ellen


Tuesday,
April 13
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, April 14
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, April 15
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, April 16
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday,  April 17
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Gertrude Tarkos, - Lawris, Pat and Alice
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
Palm Sunday


      $5313.00



 





Easter Sunday          $11,882.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Because First Friday of April wasGood Friday, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on Divine Mercy Sunday from 3-4pm
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
April 11

Jonathan Watroba, Cheryl Sheehan, William Siegrist, Heather Pero, Nicolas Rice, Nicholas Lamberti, Kristen Ouimet, Samantha Brideau, Amanda Barrett, Trevor Bevens, Marcia Avezzano, Ronald Scores, Charles Brucculeri, Beth Cassidy
April 12

Susan Chmura, John Tasselmyer, Diana Lea, Isabella Saltarelli, Leland Saltarelli, Andrew Curtis, Jane Cohan, Thomas Papadopoulos, Tania Reardon, Kelly Strutt, Matthew D’Eredita, Nicholas DiBello, Avery Near

April 13

David Skura, Christopher McEwan, Travis Leroy, Bertalina Spuehler, Thomas Duci, George Stoll, David Hoag, Brittany Geraci, Dina Golia, Jacqueline McHugh

April 14

Judith Catucci, Darren Iapichino, Jonathan Lavallee, Charles Maclarion, Carol McRitchie, James Teed, Horst Grunow, Brian Kesting, Trevor Haskell, Shannon Stoll, Annette Berger, Bruce Berger, George Sealey, Dominick DeSiena

April 15

Kristin Jelinek, Caithlin Gallagher, Claude Noto, Karen Crandell, Brian Harrand, Cuisa Michalko, Ninfa Encalada, Margaret Anderson, Alyssa Pfitscher, Isidora Musumeci, Matthew Campbell, Robert Rocco

April 16

Matthew Chmura, Domenico Fusca, Kathleen Neumann, Brandon Rossner, Gary Jewell, Jarett Tanner, Michael Engelhardt, Deirdre Morgan, Steve Morano, Richard Peluso, Dillon Floughton, Richard Dawson, Kevin Drohan, Michael Bove 

April 17

Curtis Stout, David Tooker, Matthew Murphy, Douglas Hawks, Mackenzie Tompkins, Eduardo Jimenez, Dominick DeSiena

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
“Many signs and wonders were done…” (First Reading).  A weekend focused on your vocation can let the Holy Spirit work wonders in your Marriage.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is April 16 – 18.  For more information call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME
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Don’t forget your pledge to the
ARCHDIOCESAN STEWARDSHIP APPEAL!

        Goal is 100% parish family participation
K OF C SCHOLARSHIP
The K of C is offering its annual $500 scholarship to a student entering college in the Fall. (2010) 

 A candidate must be the child or legal ward of a registered and contributing member of St. Stanislaus Parish or of an active and contributing member of St. Stanislaus K of C for a minimum of two years.

Eligible candidates will be judged on:

1.  Academic achievement

2.  Participation in extracurricular school activities

3.  History of paid employment or volunteer activity

4.  Church and other community activity

5.  A brief essay describing educational and career goals

6.  A letter of recommendation.

Application forms may be picked up at the parish office.  All applications must be submitted by APRIL 15, 2010.  No application will be accepted bearing a postmark after that date; only completed applications will be considered
K OF C SPRING FLING
The Knights of Columbus are planning a dinner dance some time in June.  Music will be provided by our very own Mark Raisch.  Last years dinner dance was a great success and all who attended had a wonderful evening filled with great food, dancing and friendship.  We hope you will plan on joining in on the fun.   Keep checking the bulletin for more details.  

JOE GIRADI BASEBALL

The Knights of Columbus will also be selling tickets to a raffle for an Autographed Baseball by New York Yankee World Series Champion Manger Joe Girardi.  Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and all proceeds will go towards the purchase of Our Lady of Guadalupe Statue for Sing Sing prison.  The Raffle will take place on Sunday April 18, 2010.  Don’t miss out on your chance to have this wonderful keepsake.  K of C will be at the doors of the church after Masses or you can purchase a ticket in the parish office.
ULTIMATE DISCOUNT CARD

The K of C are also selling the very popular Ultimate Discount Card.  Purchasing the $10 card gives you many valuable discounts to local businesses such as McDonalds, Dunkin Donuts, HoeBowl, Cosimos, Planet Wings, The Palace Diner, UNO’s,  Adams, STS Tire & Auto, Arlington Wine & Liquor, Red Cap Cleaners and many, many more.  Cards are available from the K of C after Masses and in the parish office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
All Religious Education classes resume this week.

Re-Registration for 2010-2011:  Yes its time to think about registration for next years Religious Education Classes.  To better fit the needs of our families we have adjusted our schedule.  Classes will be held on Tuesday at 4:45-6:15 for grades 1,2,3,4 & 5,  Wednesday 4:45-6:15 for grades 2,3,4,5 & 6, and Thursdays 4:15-5:45 grades K,1& 2 and 6:15-7:45 for grades 3,4,5 & 6.  These changes enable us to use the  religious education building in a more efficient way & give parents the opportunity to have children of various ages attend class on the same day.   7th & 8th Grade & Confirmation classes will remain the same.  Letters will be sent home this week describing the registration process & detailing all fees.

Confirmation 2010:  Confirmation rehearsal is set for Thursday evening, April 15 at 7PM.  The candidate and his/her sponsor should attend.  If the sponsor is not available then a parent or some other responsible adult should attend.  This rehearsal should last about 1 ½ hours.  Girls are asked to bring the shoes they will be wearing with them to rehearsal.  That evening they will receive their confirmation gowns and 3 tickets.  These tickets are for seating the church.   The candidate and the sponsor do not need tickets.  There are seats available in the church hall for any additional guests you wish to invite.  E mails have been sent with all needed information and letters were mailed for those without internet.  Most of the Confirmation interviews have been completed.  However there still remain a few who need to meet with Father Brian.  Please call the office immediately.

Confirmation is set for 6PM on Friday April 16th.  The candidate and sponsor should arrive by 5PM.  You will report to the Religious Ed building.  The Mass should last about 1 ½ hours.  The bishop will be available for pictures after the Mass.  All gowns must be returned that evening.  If you have any questions about Confirmation, please call Andrea Tighe.

8th Grade:  The next 8th Grade session will be held on Sunday, April 25th from 11am-5:00pm.  All Mass journals should be handed in that day.

8th grade moving up:  The date for this session has been changed.  It will now be held on Monday, May 17th at 7PM.  This is a very special evening where our 8th Grade students become candidates for Confirmation 2011.  Parents, grandparents and siblings should be invited to attend. 
YOUTH GROUPS

All Youth Groups will meet on Sunday, April 18th.  LYG, Bolts & CYO.   The LYG will meet at 3:30 to 5pm.  The bolts and CYO will have a smack down Volleyball game at 5pm-6:30pm Members of the LYG are welcome to stay and watch the Volleyball challenge.  (Mrs. Rossi will stay to supervise any LYG members who remain.)  Sure to be a great day.  Plan on being there and bring a friend.  Bolts and CYO wear sneakers and come prepared to play!!!
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ANNUAL GOLDEN WEDDING JUBILEE MASS

Couples celebrating their 50th Wedding anniversary anytime during 2010 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass with Archbishop Dolan at the Cathedral of St. Patrick on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 20th at 2:00 p.m.  Pre-registration is required.  Please contact your parish for registration.  The closing date to register for the Mass is Thursday, May 27th, 2010.  This event is sponsored by the Family Life/Respect Life Office of the Archdiocese of New York.

MARRIAGE IN TROUBLE?

Retrouvaille is a Catholic-based program open to married couples of all faiths. It has a proven track record of helping couples whose marriages are in serious difficulty or trouble.  The next Retrouvaille weekend in the New York area will be held April 16 – 18, 2010, at the Westin Hotel in Morristown, NJ.  To register today, please call (732) 457-0959.  For more information,

Please see the Family Life Office website:  http://flrl.org/MarriageEnrichment.htm#Retrouvaille.  Or visit Retrouvaille online directly:  http://HelpOurMarriage.com/ or http://retrouvaille.org/ 

PASTOR’S NOTES
Throughout the history of the Church heaven has intervened in times of crisis, in times of human need, and in times of spiritual upheaval.  We recall visitations to saints as they sought to establish religious communities, to confront heresies, and to reform the Church.  We recall Saint Dominic receiving the guidance of the Blessed Virgin in developing the devotion of rosary recitation.  Saint Margaret Mary Aloque welcomed the Sacred Heart of Jesus as she sought to combat the Jansennistic heresy and encouraged the people’s love of the Eucharist and their reception of the sacrament.   Closer to our times are visions of Mary to the children of Fatima supporting the faith community as nations were threatened by revolution and the world had been overtaken by war, to Saint Bernadette announcing to the people of Lourdes and to the Universal Church the truth of the Immaculate Conception and the healing power of God’s love, and to the youth of Medjugorje calling for conversion and reconciliation.

To a world on the threshold of a war that would test the very existence of humanity the Lord would reveal Himself to a young Polish nun with a message of mercy.  In 1931 He began speaking to her about the needs of mankind and the nature of His providential care.  Much of these exchanges are included in Sister Maria Faustina of the Blessed Sacrament’s diary.  In 1935 she received a vision which would result in the formulation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  The Marian Helpers of the Immaculate Conception whose United States headquarters is located not too far from our parish in Stockbridge, Massachusetts spread this devotion.

After some decades of controversy, the Archbishop of Krakow, and future Pope, would reexamine the assertions of the now long deceased religious woman.  He became a promoter of her life and work.  He saw to her beatification and even canonization on April 30, 2000.  Cardinal Franciszek Macharski, his successor in Poland, said that the saint “reminds us of the gospel we had forgotten.”  On Divine Mercy Sunday in 2001, Pope John Paul II declared “the message (she) brought is the appropriate and incisive answer that God wanted to offer to the questions and expectations of human beings in our time, marked by terrible tragedies”

The promulgation of the message of Sister Faustina would advise us:  “Divine Mercy is simple.  It is that God loves us –all of us.  And He wants us to recognize that His mercy is greater than our sins, so that we will call upon Him with trust, receive His mercy, and let it flow through us to others.  Thus, all will come to share His joy.  The Divine Mercy message is one we can call to mind simply by remembering ABC:  A – As for His Mercy.  God wants us to approach Him in prayer constantly, repenting of our sins and asking Him to pour His mercy out upon us and upon the whole world.  B – Be merciful.  God wants us to receive His mercy and let it flow through us to others.  He wants us to extend love and forgiveness to others just as He does to us.  C – Completely trust in Jesus.  God wants us to know that the graces of His mercy are dependent upon our trust.  The more we trust in Jesus, the more we will receive.”

The tragic figure of Judas is such not because of his betrayal as much as his refusal to accept the fact that God forgives the repentant sinner.  He convinced himself of the hopelessness of his situation.  He pridefully declared that God was too small to be merciful.  His offense he declared was beyond God’s ability to be compassionate.  He has many successors in history and the present day.  Too many people believe that they cannot approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  They forget that no sin is unforgivable.  Sad to say, there are still others who having attended Confession and receiving divine absolution fail to forgive themselves and trust in divine mercy.  Additionally, some of our co-religionists fail to walk with us any longer because they find themselves in marital situations which are not and cannot be recognized by the Church.  However, they never asked our faith community as to what are their options.  If one is in a civil marriage because they had previously been married in the Catholic Church, they are still free and encouraged to investigate the validity of the initial union.  (Of course, those who are divorced and have not attempted another marriage are still free and indeed urged to receive sacraments and maintain their spiritual commitments.)  Our Lord reminds us through the prayers of the chaplet that as we have been recipients of mercy  we must extend that gift to others. This part of the message is especially relevant for today when the public square is filled with vitriolic language.  Motives are always questioned and issues are never addressed.  In families, too, many members are written off because of offenses they may have committed.  So often we expect to be forgiven and yet are slow to realize our responsibility to be open to the needs of others for mercy.  Included in this group and perhaps the most difficult to encounter is the person who doesn’t realize the pain caused by their deeds or one who doesn’t perceive the need to seek forgiveness.  We, ourselves, must recognize that at times we might be guilty of these offenses.  Our words can very often trouble others and cause them sorrow.  Finally, we must realize that when we harbor hurt because of another’s thoughtlessness we are the ones who are suffering more than the senseless.
On this Divine Mercy Sunday we should remember the central mantra of St. Maria Faustina:  “Jesus, I trust in You.”  Recalling the Paschal Mystery we are celebrating such a task should be easy for us.  Seeing that Jesus was willing to hand over His life for us we can appreciate that He will not deny us His mercy.  On this Sunday we invite all our parishioners to participate in a holy hour commencing at 3:00 p.m. which rejoices in the gift of Divine Mercy.
I close with a word of thanks to all who contributed to the beauty of our Holy Week and Easter celebrations.  May we continue to bask in the glory of the Resurrection.

Vivat Jesus

Fr Brian
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