ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

APRIL 4, 2010                                                     EASTER SUNDAY

WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, April 3
    8:00pm
Daren DiMetro - Family


Sunday, April 4 ( Easter ) 
7:30am
John (Twig) Towers- Maryann Towers

 
9:00am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka 


11:00am
Rita McCarron – The Tighe Family
Monday, April 5
9:00am
Living and Deceased members of Seaman/Dydo Family
Tuesday, April 6
9:00am
Victor LoPiccolo – Schucker Family
Wednesday, April 7
9:00am
Maureen Dunn - Family
Thursday, April 8
9:00am
Roy DeWald – DeWald Family
Friday, April 9
9:00am
Special Intention


Saturday, April 10
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Joseph Salvati
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
Report to follow
Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Because First Friday of April is Good Friday, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will take place on Divine Mercy Sunday from 3-4pm
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
April 4

George Scott, Noelle Schiller, Nancy Rossi, Julia Clevenger, Mitchell Volino, Raymond Martin, Elizabeth Gaulin, Jordan Angot, Samantha Celestino

April 5

Cheryl Gallagher, Terrence Manning, Henry Mikolajeski, Theodore Kurdziel, Christopher Horn, Alex Carrillo, Cheryl Kerins, Jean Kesting, John Sabia, Douglas Kane, Christopher Whitten, Carrie Minnerly, Dolores Zingaro, 

April 6

Emily Lyons, Frank Annis, Jon Baker, April Sutter, Nicole Wilkinson, Carmela Kenny, R. William Phillips, Jr. Stephen Caruso, Patrick Constantine, James Robishaw, Bernadette Keegan,Lynn Ann McDonald, Renee Costello, Shirley Cruger, Jaden DeLawder, Dennis O’Neill, Jr., Isabella Fanelli, Shaul Pinto

April 7

Marirose Serkowski, Adela Ronsani, Hanna Nesheiwat, Scott Ermo, Clayton Leedy, Joan Gasparro, Madeline Kiggins

April 8

Elizabeth Wolf, Kevin Jubert, John Reardon, Nicholas Duci, Alana Orlich, Chelsea Fasolino, Chris Judson, Jaime Chapman, Thomas Peters

April 9

Michele Alderman, Anthony Sucato, Jennifer Shute Dominic DelSanto, Meagan Clark, Donna Mortensen, Mark Luby, Donna O’Sullivan, Mikayla Miller, Daniel Jenkins

April 10

Celeste Manteria, Krista McCann, Lucas Toussaint, Chris Anderson, Timothy Heaton
Thank you to all who donated to our altar 
Easter flowers!
The names will be posted in the next few weeks
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Don’t forget your pledge to the
ARCHDIOCESAN  STEWARDSHIP APPEAL!

Goal is 100% parish family participation
K OF C SCHOLARSHIP
The K of C is offering its annual $500 scholarship to a student entering college in the Fall. (2010) 

 A candidate must be the child or legal ward of a registered and contributing member of St. Stanislaus Parish or of an active and contributing member of St. Stanislaus K of C for a minimum of two years.

Eligible candidates will be judged on:

1.  Academic achievement

2.  Participation in extracurricular school activities

3.  History of paid employment or volunteer activity

4.  Church and other community activity

5.  A brief essay describing educational and career goals

6.  A letter of recommendation.

Application forms may be picked up at the parish office.  All applications must be submitted by APRIL 15, 2010.  No application will be accepted bearing a postmark after that date; only completed applications will be considered
ULTIMATE DISCOUNT CARDS AVAILABLE

The new Ultimate Discount cards will be sold by the Knights of Columbus this weekend after Masses.  $10 gets you many discounts all year round.
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
ALLELUIA, HE IS RISEN!  His resurrection brings new life.  You can bring new life to your marriage or holy orders on the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is April 16 – 18.  For more information, call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME

ANNUAL GOLDEN WEDDING JUBILEE MASS

Couples celebrating their 50th Wedding anniversary anytime during 2010 are invited to attend the Annual Golden Wedding Jubilee Mass with Archbishop Dolan at the Cathedral of St. Patrick on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 20th at 2:00 p.m.  Pre-registration is required.  Please contact your parish for registration.  The closing date to register for the Mass is Thursday, May 27th, 2010.  This event is sponsored by the Family Life/Respect Life Office of the Archdiocese of New York.

MARRIAGE IN TROUBLE?

Retrouvaille is a Catholic-based program open to married couples of all faiths. It has a proven track record of helping couples whose marriages are in serious difficulty or trouble.  The next Retrouvaille weekend in the New York area will be held April 16 – 18, 2010, at the Westin Hotel in Morristown, NJ.  To register today, please call (732) 457-0959.  For more information,

Please see the Family Life Office website:  http://flrl.org/MarriageEnrichment.htm#Retrouvaille.  Or visit Retrouvaille online directly:  http://HelpOurMarriage.com/ or http://retrouvaille.org/ 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
All Religious Education classes resume this week.
Re-Registration for 2010-2011:  Yes its time to think about registration for next years Religious Education Classes.  To better fit the needs of our families we have adjusted our schedule.  Classes will be held on Tuesday at 4:45-6:15 for grades 1,2,3,4 & 5,  Wednesday 4:45-6:15 for grades 2,3,4,5 & 6, and Thursdays 4:15-5:45 grades K,1& 2 and 6:15-7:45 for grades 3,4,5 & 6.  These changes enable us to use the  religious education building in a more efficient way & give parents the opportunity to have children of various ages attend class on the same day.   7th & 8th Grade & Confirmation classes will remain the same.  Letters will be sent home this week describing the registration process & detailing all fees.
First Eucharist:  Those students receiving First Eucharist next month need to attend the Mini Retreat on Saturday, April 10th from 11-3PM.

Confirmation 2010:  Confirmation rehearsal is set for Thursday evening, April 15 at 7PM.  The candidate and his/her sponsor should attend.  If the sponsor is not available then a parent or some other responsible adult should attend.  This rehearsal should last about 1 ½ hours.  Girls are asked to bring the shoes they will be wearing with them to rehearsal.  That evening they will receive their confirmation gowns and 3 tickets.  These tickets are for seating the church.   The candidate and the sponsor do not need tickets.  There are seats available in the church hall for any additional guests you wish to invite.  E mails have been sent with all needed information and letters were mailed for those without internet.  Most of the Confirmation interviews have been completed.  However there still remain a few who need to meet with Father Brian.  Please call the office immediately.

Confirmation is set for 6PM on Friday April 16th.  The candidate and sponsor should arrive by 5PM.  You will report to the Religious Ed building.  The Mass should last about 1 ½ hours.  The bishop will be available for pictures after the Mass.  All gowns must be returned that evening.  If you have any questions about Confirmation, please call Andrea Tighe.

5th Grade Family Life Special:  The annual Family Life Special will be held this year on April 21st  & 22nd.   All 5th grade girls will attend on Wednesday, April 21st and all boys attend on Thursday, April 22nd regardless of your regular class night.  Every child must be accompanied by a parent, usually moms with girls and dads with boys.  

If you have questions about this evenings curriculum feel free to contact Nancy Dunn in the parish office.
8th Grade:  The next 8th Grade session will be held on Sunday, April 25th from 11am-5:00pm.  All Mass journals should be handed in that day.

8th grade moving up:  The date for this session has been changed.  It will now be held on Monday, May 17th at 7PM.  This is a very special evening where our 8th Grade students become candidates for Confirmation 2011.  Parents, grandparents and siblings should be invited to attend. 
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YOUTH GROUPS

All Youth Groups will meet on Sunday, April 18th.  LYG, Bolts & CYO. 

ITALY PILGRIMAGE WITH FR BRIAN
Father Brian will be leading a pilgrimage to Italy from October 27 through November 6, 2010.  On this 11 day pilgrimage you will visit Rome (Vatican, Sistine Chapel, St. Paul Outside the Walls, St. Mary Major), Sorrento, Capri, San Giovanni (Padre Pio’s church and tomb).  The approximate cost is $3,699.  For more  information and to make a reservation, go on the St. Stanislaus website:  www.saintstanislaus.net. On the home page you will be able to access the tour brochure.

PASTOR’S NOTES

For centuries Christians have greeted one another on this day by saying “Christ is Risen!”  And have received the response:  “He is risen indeed.”  In a sense, for us the resurrection is a matter of fact.  We heard it from our parents, in our religion classes, and from our priests.  There is no question in our minds.  This is a virtue and a vice.  It is certainly the gift of faith that has made us so sure of this mystery and yet because of that certainty we might be too blasé about its celebration.  New clothes, family gatherings, and sweets might be more central in our consciousness.  We must remember it was not always thus.  That first weekend was very different.

Pilate was still smarting from his lack of ability to control the crowd that Friday.  He had no interest in being the arbiter of religious disputes.  He wanted just a peaceful sojourn in what he saw as exile from Rome and its power.  He wanted to be deemed worthy of higher position by keeping every one in their place.  It was hard to do that when so many different parties vied for the people’s devotion.  Moreover, it seemed that the only thing which united them was a hatred of the occupying authority he represented.  One wrong move and this powder keg could explode again.  He seemed to be rounding up revolutionaries daily only to have the one he arrested replaced by another.  Why did they have to ask for Barabbas?  He was a thug and surely would be in custody again.  What trouble could this Jesus cause?  He was simply known to his people as a so-called miracle worker who preached forgiveness and a better world to come.  A delusion that, as governor, he made a capital crime.  And now, on top of everything he has to deal with rumors that his tomb is empty and there have been sightings around the city.

John was worried.  Mary hadn’t eaten a thing since Friday.  She held on to the cloth Veronica had given her.  The only thoughts she expressed were her concern for the others.  Was Peter going to do something stupid:  take up arms against those who took her son?  Would the disciples consider the path of despair that Judas took?  What about the thousands He spoke to?  Where would they all turn?  The mother had no concern for herself.  She knew that God would reveal His power in a unique way.  He, the Holy, had done marvelous deeds.  She took comfort in her Son’s promise that after the suffering there would be triumph.  This is the third day.  May His prophecies be fulfilled!  For his part, the beloved disciple, would care for her.  After all, that was what the Master required.  It was still early.  Perhaps, he might try to find Peter and decide when they might return home.

Under the cloak of darkness, other disciples had already decided to leave Jerusalem.  The town had become decidedly unfriendly to anyone with a Galilean accent.  The threatening weather, earthquakes, and destruction to the temple all seemed to be bad omens.  The demagogues were blaming all who had followed the Nazorean for the troubles.  Their leader gone, they thought they must flee.  Gone were all the hopes they once had.  His preaching gave insight to a different way of life.  Those  who had been forgotten by society were the center of His concern.  He saw the value of every human life and assured all of the providential care of the Father.  He opened eyes to the plight of others.  He made all hear a word of hope.  He healed the brokenness of the outcast.  He reminded some of Moses, some of Isaiah, and some of Solomon.  To all He was the reconciler of God and Man.  Yes, there were some who claimed they had seen Him.  But was that real or just their grief talking?

Mary of Magdala did not seek out the company of others.  In itself, that was unusual.  She had come upon this man at one of her many social engagements.  The center of attention whenever she entered a room she was stunned on that occasion.  Her wealth and position had usually caused her hosts to fall all over themselves when she attended any function.  But this time though welcomed by the household staff, her good friend seemed to be unable to take himself away from a man who held indeed the whole room in awe.  He was handsome, he was well-spoken, and he had an appropriate self-confidence.  But she could see immediately that “he was more than the sum of his parts.”  Now as she listened she quickly recognized that all she had seen as significant in her life mattered for very little.  She began to follow not only His words but His steps.  She supported Him as He taught the band of associates and cared for the needs of the poor.  She loved His mother.  She would always be close at hand.  Perhaps as the first day of the week began she might go to the grave.  Later on she would fulfill her commitment to be with the women to perform the necessary rites.  But first, she wanted to be alone with Him, and her thoughts.

Unlike those first followers of Christ, we know the end of the story, or at least, the end of the beginning.  For we have the advantage of the Pentecost event to put everything together.  May we appreciate their angst and we realize what they could only imagine.  May we stand in awe not only of the gift of eternal life given so freely to  us but also of the fidelity of those first witnesses whose testimony we proclaim until He comes again.

May I express the wish to each of you that God’s peace might reign in your homes.  May the Risen Christ give you comfort, hope, and love.  You will be remembered in my Easter Masses.  Truly……

Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian    
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