ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

AUGUST 30, 2009
22ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, August 29
9:00am
Elmer Gagnier – Wife & Children
5:30pm
Intentions of Sessa/Maisto Families – Dewald                                                                                               Family
Sunday, August 30
7:30am
People of St. Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Mary Areno – Husband Alex
11:00am   Frances Schneider – Fran Power
Monday, August 31
9:00am
Maureen Dunn – Dunn Family
Tuesday, September 1
9:00am
Barbara Cardella – Ray & Mary Murray
Wednesday, September 2 
9:00am
Helen Eckert – Trudy Polniaszek
Thursday, September 3
9:00am
Special Intentions
Friday, September 4
9:00am
Special Intentions
Saturday, September 5
9:00am
Michael Tighe – Tighe Family
5:30pm
Jean & Don Robison – Charlie &Charlotte Pike
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
August 23, 2009            $4623.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God.
BANNS OF MARRIAGE

Banns III: John Massarone & Maria White

Many thanks to Fr Francis for joining us for the month of August. His quiet, prayerful demeanor has been an inspiration to us all !!
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
August 30

Ella DiScala Kim Oakes, Patrick Wisnewski, Michael Sullivan, Christopher Vermilyea, Erika Fowler, Jessica Stout, John Campanella, Anthony Salvagio, Jacqueline Cook, Michael Keener, Melissa Kaputa, Steven Pesola, 

August 31

John Forte Bridget Telesco-Goldstein, Joseph Catapano, Steven Harter, Michael McCourt, Adam Davis, Matt Leinweaver, Heather McHugh, Christopher Diesing, Peter Simone, Jr. Anna Geysen, Mark Burke, 

September 1

Conor Drummond, John Amoresano, Andrew Howard, Lauren Murphy, Chloe Cook, Karen Bastian, James McDonald, Shawn Magliocchino, Alfio Musumeci, Courtney Arco, Kelly Williams

September 2

Karen Riley, Janet Lomoriello, Jeffrey Battistoni, Erin O’Dowd, Diana Moran Lexis Carao, Catey Guerra, Vincent Beltrani, Jacob DiBlasi, Brian Barrett, Kristen Johnson, Debra Crane, Courtney Byers

September 3

Kimberly Senchak, Scott Miller, Mary Paldino, Mitchell Sandford, Jason Krochmal, Richard Ainsworth, Jr., Mark Shabanaj, Matthew Crane
September 4

Sharon Chapman, Marc Schmader, Clayton Walsh, Sara itri, Alicia Contelmo, Richard Conner, Nicollette Moran, Jennine Kochanowski, Toni-Ann Kochanowski, Suzanne Galanos, Richard Conner, Mathew Baker, Corina Lauricella, Eirnin Kellner

Healing MASS, Mt. Alvernia

 September 15th
For cancer patients, survivors, and their families and friends:  7th annual healing Mass in honor of St. Peregrine, patron saint of those with cancer, followed by a social will be held on Tuesday, September 15th at 7 pm in the Mt. Alvernia Chapel in Wappingers Falls.  The sacrament of anointing of the sick will be celebrated during the Mass.  For directions to the Mt. Alvernia Retreat Center visit www.mtalvernia.org or call (845) 297-5706
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“All good living and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights….”

                         James 1: 17
ADULT FAITH FORMATION OPPORTUNITIES
CHURCH FATHERS – Fr Brian will continue his discussions from this book of weekly addresses on the Early Fathers by Pope Benedict XVI. Last year, approximately half of the chapters were covered. This year we look forward to completing the book The first session will be on Wednesday September 16 at 7:30pm 
Anyone who is interested in continuing with these classes, please call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700. If someone did not attend last year but is interested, please call the office for more information
EPIC: A Journey through Church History – 20 week study 

 Journey through the history of Catholicism! This exciting 20-part (20 hour) DVD series takes you through the major people, places and events that make up the history of the Catholic Church. “You will see the glory of the Church founded by Christ and understand where you fit into this Epic story” 

This is the latest study introduced by Ascension Press that has given us the successful Bible Study Series for the past 4 years. At this point it will be offered on Thursday afternoons from 1-3pm. This study will eventually be offered also on Wednesday evenings. If you are interested, please call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 to register. $35 is the cost of this program which includes workbook. The first class will be October 1
***If anyone has a suggestion for classes or topics they would like covered, related to our faith, please speak with one of our clergy, Andrea Tighe or Nancy Dunn. ***
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ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
10 hours on First Fridays 
Beginning with the First Friday in October, there will be extended Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. For years we have had Holy Hour on First Fridays. To allow for more opportunity for prayer, on each First Friday, the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed after the 9am Mass until the close of Holy Hour at 8pm.   In the near future, there will be speakers at Sunday Mass and a sign up sheet designed to provide coverage for the hours during exposition. We look forward to the spiritual fruits that our Lord will shower upon our parish.
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is November 13 – 15.  For more information call toll free:  877-NYSWWME
RELIGIOUS ED OFFICE OPEN

Religious Ed office is now open Monday through Thursday om 11am -4pm

Now that everyone is thinking about Fall plans and activities, just a reminder to register for Religious Ed if you haven’t already done so.   We have many families who have not yet contacted the office.  We are hoping to set up classes and make final plans for teachers this week.  So please complete the paper work and send it or bring it into the office as soon as possible.  

We are still in need of teachers for grades 1, 4, 5 & 6.  If you think you can help us out, contact the Religious Education office for an interview.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NOTES

One major element of our Religious Education Program is the Family Catechesis nights held two times during the school year.  We are in the process of planning the Fall session being held in October and would like input from teachers, parents and staff.  We are having a planning meeting on Tuesday, September 1st at 6:30pm.   If you would like to be a part of the committee please call the office and plan on attending the meeting.  

College Catholic Community

The Catholic Chaplain at Dutchess Community College, Rev. Marc Oliver, requests Catholic students, staff and faculty of the college to be in touch with him at chaplainua@gmail.com or 845/331-0436. His purpose in requesting this communication is to work up a pastoral roster of the Catholic community involved with the College for the sake of general communication and possible program planning.
THANK YOU FOR THE TOWELS!
The Dutchess Coalition for the Homeless, the Homeless Shelter where many of our Confirmation Students have done service, is in desperate need of bath towels. Thank you for the wonderful response!!   We will have the basket available one more week.
KEEP FIT FOR FALL! 
     Don't let your summer fitness slip away!  Stay active and join us for a flexibility session using  Yoga postures on Monday, 9/14, from 6:30-7:30, in the church hall.  The fee for this one-time class is $5.  Bring a mat and water and dress in comfortable clothing.  

    Aerobic classes will begin again in October with a seven-week session that will focus on cardiovascular fitness as well as muscular endurance and flexibility.  Classes will be held on Monday evenings from 6:30-7:30 p.m., in the church hall, beginning on October 12 and running through November 23.  The fee is $50 for the seven-week session or $10 per class for walk-ins.  Bring a mat, light-weight dumbbells, and water.  Classes are taught by Leigh Toth, ACSM-certified personal trainer, Yoga instructor, and credentialed group exercise leader.  All adults are welcome.  Contact Leigh Toth at (845)309-4528 

or lattraining@hvc.rr.com. 
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PASTOR’S NOTES
As the Holy Father continues his reflections in the fourth chapter of his encyclical Caritas in Veritate he focuses attention on the ecological challenges and opportunities for the world.  “Today the subject of development is…closely related to the duties arising from our relationship to the natural environment.  The environment is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have responsibility towards the poor, towards future generations and towards humanity as a whole.  When nature, including the human being, is viewed as the result of mere chance or evolutionary determinism, our sense of responsibility wanes.  In nature, the believer recognizes the wonderful result of God’s creative activity, which we may use responsibly to satisfy our legitimate needs, material or otherwise, while respecting the intrinsic balance of creation.  If this vision is lost, we end up either considering nature an untouchable taboo or, on the contrary, abusing it.  Neither attitude is consonant with the Christian vision of nature as the fruit of God’s creation.” (48)  The distance between the believer and non-believer is quite wide in terms of attitude towards creation.  The Knights of Columbus, for example, published a beautiful poster recently.  They noted the number of species protected by civil law while the unborn human being is not and indeed, is always in danger in the womb.  On the other hand, several well-meaning and yet misguided organizations went to deny any hierarchy of nature and consider the rights of animals as equal to those of men and women.  It is a sad truth that whenever man dismisses God’s creative presence dysfunctional thinking enters in.  Questions of propriety go unanswered as the ego of humanity strives to be the infallible and unaccountable authority over the future of the world.

Benedict XVI gives us a much better perspective:  “Nature expresses a design of love and truth.  It is prior to us, and it has been given to us by God as the setting for our life.  Nature speaks to us of the Creator…and His love for humanity.  It is destined to be ‘recapitulated’ in Christ at the end of time…This is too a ‘vocation’.  Nature is at our disposal not as ‘a heap of scattered refuse’…, but as a gift of the Creator who has given it an inbuilt order, enabling man to draw from it the principles needed in order ‘to till it and keep it’…But it should also be stressed that it is contrary to authentic development to view nature as something more important than the human person.  This position leads to attitudes of neo-paganism or a new pantheism –human salvation cannot come from nature alone, understood in a purely naturalistic sense.  This having been said, it is also necessary to reject the opposite position, which aims at total technical dominion over nature, because the natural environment is more than raw material to be manipulated at our pleasure; it is a wondrous work of the Creator containing a ‘grammar’ which sets forth ends and criteria for its wise use, not its reckless exploitation.  Today much harm is done to development precisely as a result of these distorted notions.  Reducing nature merely to a collection of contingent data ends up doing violence to the environment and even encouraging activity that fails to respect human nature itself.  Our nature constituted not only by matter but also by spirit, and as such, endowed with transcendent meaning and aspirations, is also normative for culture.  Human beings interpret and shape the natural environment through culture, which in turn is given direction by the responsible use of freedom, in accordance with the dictates of the moral law. Consequently, projects for integral human development cannot ignore coming generations, but need to be marked by solidarity and inter-generational justice while taking into account a variety of contexts:  ecological, juridical, economic, political and cultural.”  (Ibid.)  Many speakers in various areas of endeavor charge their audiences to “take ownership” of whatever they are promoting.  In a way our Pontiff is suggesting the same.  He desires that we  appreciate what we have received from God.  He calls us to remember the challenge of Genesis to be good stewards.  When we were children the religious women who taught us not only ensured that we understood our faith, could comprehend what we read, and grasp mathematical concepts they urged us to care for our classroom, take care to keep our school clean, and look after the needs of others.  Unfortunately, the lessons have at times been forgotten.  Even in church, we observe bulletins strewn about.  Our highways show the result of careless disposal of products 
no longer needed.  Not infrequently we see abandoned animals in our community.  Perhaps these practices might seem minor but they certainly exhibit attitudes which are not helpful on a local or universal stage.  As I was reading this papal document I regret to say that in the level of discourse in this modern era its publication will be ignored because it does not fit neatly into thirty second sound bites.  Additionally, instead of encouraging rational discussion, some will seek some advantage by fitting it into their political agenda.  It is my prayer that many more will see in this work the successful integration of science, philosophy and theology.

In the wake of recent commodity prices soaring in oil markets the Pope’s comments are most apt.  “Questions linked to the care and preservation of the environment today need to give due consideration to the energy problem.  The fact that some States, power groups and companies hoard non-renewable energy resources represents a grave obstacle to development in poor countries.  Those countries lack the economic means either to gain access to existing sources of non-renewable energy or to finance research into new alternatives.  The stockpiling of natural resources, which in many cases are found in the poor countries themselves, gives rise to exploitation and frequent conflicts between and within nations.  These conflicts are often fought…with a heavy toll of death, destruction and further decay.  The international community has an urgent duty to find institutional means of regulating the exploitation of non-renewable resources; involving poor countries in the process, in order to plan together for the future.” (49)

As the end of summer comes, may you enjoy rest in the Lord.

Vivat Jesus,
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