ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

DECEMBER 13, 2009
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, December 12
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Anna McDonnell – McDonnell Family
Sunday, December 13
7:30am
People of St. Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Deceased Members of the Rossi, Mancuso & Sebestyen Families – The Rossi Family
11:00am  George Budd – Ogden Family
5:30pm    Rev John Fleming
Monday, December 14
9:00am
Oreste Tassone – Bruna Tassone
Tuesday, December 15
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, December 16
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, December 17
9:00am
 Jeffrey Williams – Marty & Stacy Williams
Friday, December 18
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday, December 19
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Steven Sebestyen – The Rossi Family
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
December 6, 2009       $5024.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

This week’s second collection:
Retired Religious
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

December 13

Christopher Courchaine, Jennifer McHugh, Patricia Keane, Kyle Handy, Emmalee Fumo, Thomas Fenton, Ryan Brady, Christine Cappelletti, Christopher Foster

December 14

Patricia Iapichino, Joseph Quinn, Andrea Vanswearingen, Kari Wenzel, Bryan Valletta, Ian Sheldon, Cody Conner, Kyle Beale

December 15

Richard Duggan, Mary Anne Forgette, Robin Rabideau, Margaret Dauser, Justin Crandell, Andrew Aldrich, Chuck West, Lisa Cali, Alexi Stagno, Stacey Hammell, Jason Gasparini, Kathleen Kennedy, Alyssa Cipriano, Clarisse Murphy

December 16

Robert Alderman, Jo Anne Smith, Karen Pagano, Joseph Banas, Devin Rigolino, Jose Guerra, Robert Tompkins, Jr. Thomas Gibson, Joseph DeMatteis, Patrick Scully Long, Joshua D’Eredita, Cali DeLawder, Camila Ramirez

December 17

Shannon Vetter, David Myers, Bruce Richardson, Matthew Stokes,  Susan Stabell, Christine Toiussaint, Rebecca Olivera, Peter Graziano, Gianna Geraci

December 18

Michael Mandy, Sue Redl, Richard Stern, Staci Cussick, Sarah Tompkins, Myrna Ramos, Alida Fenton, Wendy Veeder, Katelyn Rothrock

December 19

Patrick Carroll, Willi Brenner, Nicole Buckley, Lauren Buckley, John McCormick, Brianna Stabell, Anne Hommel, Angela Sullivan, Kathleen Herrmann, Isobel Dorn, Gabriella Bruno, Joseph Canfield, Kathy Eagleton
BOUQUETS ON THE ALTAR

Bouquets on the altar this week, in honor of the Blessed Mother, are in memory of Anna McDonnell.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES

Extra Christmas Flower envelopes are at the doors of the church. Donations in memory of a loved one help to pay for the flowers and lighting  for the Christmas season.  
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THROUGH THE EYES OF THE MAGI

Let us imagine the trust that must have been involved as the Wise Men chose to follow the Star. 

Let yourself be led as you make sense of the season

In order to accomplish the goal, the Magi were ready to get up and follow. They embraced a sign that was larger than themselves and it drew them on…... Let us look at our lives (good and bad) and trust …that the journey ahead will lead us to Christ 
              CHRISTMAS SHOW and TREE LIGHTING

This Sunday – 2pm
We look forward to this Sunday afternoon’s parish festivities- Christmas Show, Pot Luck and Tree Lighting. 

Time is 2pm. All are welcome to come and enjoy the season with our St Stanislaus community.

                                         OPLATEK

Throughout the years, we have received calls to the parish inquiring whether or not we have Oplatek available for use on Christmas Eve. In the Polish tradition, these fine wafers, imprinted with the Nativity scene are shared with family and friends. After a beautiful prayer, pieces are broken off and an exchange of peace and happiness takes place. This year we do have these available at both the Christmas show and through the Parish Office for a small donation

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Tuesday,      December 22     9:30-11:00am

                                              Penance Service: 7pm.

Wednesday, December 23     4:30-6pm; 7:30-9pm

Masses Christmas Eve
4pm, 6pm, 12midnight 

Masses Christmas Day
7:30am; 9am; 11am
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2010 CALENDARS 
Religious calendars are available at the doors of the Church

Feel free to take one! 
CONFIRMATION 2010

The Confirmation Candidates and their parents will meet this Monday evening December 14th from 6:30-8:00 pm with Fr. Brian for a Question and Answer Session.  Any questions can be asked regarding Confirmation, Faith, The Church, Moral Issues, Church Teaching etc. 

THANK YOU FROM DEACON JOHN
The response from our parishioners was wonderful in donating hard candies and cards for the inmates whom he serves at Sing Sing Correctional  Thank you for your kindness!
LECTORS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

 ALTAR SERVERS

The (Jan –Mar)   schedules will be drafted soon

Please call for any needed time off or changes.

635-1700 x 12 

Those who signed up to  serve as Lector or Eucharistic Minister will be called soon
WE ARE STILL IN NEED OF ASSISTANCE FOR THE FOLLOWING CHRISTMAS MASSES:

4pm:     Eucharistic Ministers 

6pm      Eucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers
12mid   Eucharistic Minister  

7:30am Eucharistic Ministers; Altar Servers
9:00am Lector, Eucharistic Ministers 
11:00amEucharistic Ministers, Altar Servers

                Call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 X 12 ASAP
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
“Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  Let Worldwide Marriage Encounter help your marriages remain Christ-centered.  The next Weekend is February 12-14.  For more information call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME.

CYO TEEN CLUB

The members of the CYO Teen Club that attended the Annual CYO Teenage Federation Conference would like to thank all of our parishioners for your prayers and continued support.  The weekend was a great success!  Although we did not win the can tab contest, with your help we collected 4.2 pounds of tabs which got us 2nd place and of course all collected will go to benefit Ronald McDonald House.

Special thanks go to our wonderful adult advisors who gave up their weekend to be with our teens at the Conference:  Kaye Cavanaugh, Jayne & Steve Rossi, and Lynn McDonald.  And our awesome young adults who returned home from college to help:  Alex Carrillo, Lyndsey Reinheimer, Jackie Halk, Kayla McDonald & Jay Tighe.  We must also thank Ellen Wawryk, Barbara Kurdziel, Kevin Tighe, Tom McKenna, Carol Doyle John Drummond & Russ Sanders for driving our teens to or from Conference.  

Jackie Halk was presented with a Youth Ministry Award for her service to the Archdiocese of New York as outgoing president of the CYO Teenage Federation.  Jackie made us very proud and was a wonderful example for our teens. 

Congratulations to Jay Tighe for being presented with the CYO TAF Youth Ministry Award for his leadership and dedication to the youth of St. Stanislaus.   We are also very proud of Vickie Rossi, Gabby Raffaele, and Buddy Kurdziel who were installed as representatives for Dutchess County CYO and they along with Conor Drummond as officers here at St. Stanislaus.

All of the teens that attended were amazing.  They participated in everything throughout the weekend and represented our parish with respect, joy and enthusiasm.  We should all be very proud of our CYO Teen Club.
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SENIOR CHRISTMAS GATHERING

December 15 – 9:30-11am

 We invite all Seniors to attend on the 15th for a nice buffet breakfast, caroling, and door prizes. Instead of a grab bag gift, a great suggestion has been made to bring $5 of canned goods for the PV Food Pantry
PASTOR’S NOTES

Continuing our discussion of the Bishops Fall Meeting we focus our attention on their issuing of the fifth edition of the Ethical and Religious Directives for Catholic Health Care Services.  Their purpose “is two fold:  first, to reaffirm the ethical standards of behavior in health care that flow from the church’s teaching about the dignity of the human person; second, to provide authoritative guidance on certain moral issues that face catholic health care today.”  Though as the title suggests the topics deal with our religious institutions of care and those who staff them they can and should be utilized by all Catholics in their professional positions and personal judgments.

The reexamination of the principles and practices in this area is caused by the fact that:  “In a time of new medical discoveries, rapid technological developments, and social change, what is new can either be an opportunity for genuine advancement in human culture, or it can lead to policies and actions that are contrary to the true dignity and vocation of the human person.  In consultation with medical professionals, church leaders review these developments, judge them according to the principles of right reason and the ultimate standard of revealed truth, and offer authoritative teaching and guidance about the moral and pastoral responsibilities entailed by the Christian faith.  While the church cannot furnish a ready answer to every moral dilemma, there are may questions about which she provides normative guidance and direction.”  Further the Bishops want all to understand:  “The dialogue between medical science and Christian faith has for its primary purpose the common good of all human persons.  It presupposes that science and faith do not contradict each other.  Both are grounded in respect for truth and freedom.  As new knowledge and new technologies expand, each person must form a correct conscience based on the moral norms for proper health care.”

The directives are divided into six parts.  They begin with a discussion of the “social responsibilities of Catholic health care services.”  Five principles are enunciated: “ Catholic health care ministry is rooted in a commitment to promote and defend human dignity…the biblical mandate to care for the poor requires us to express this in concrete action at all levels of Catholic health care…Catholic health care ministry seeks to contribute to the common good…Catholic health care ministry exercises responsible stewardship of available healthcare resources…within a pluralistic society, Catholic health services will encounter requests for medical procedures contrary to the moral teachings of the church.”  Some of the directives which arise from these principles are:  “A Catholic institutional health service is a community that provides healthcare to those in need of it.  This services must be animated by the Gospel of Jesus Christ and guided by the  moral tradition of the Church.”  (1)  “In accord with its mission, Catholic health care should distinguish itself by service to and advocacy for those people whose social condition puts them at the margins of our society and makes them particularly vulnerable to discrimination:  the poor; the uninsured and the underinsured; children and the unborn; single parents; the elderly; those with incurable diseases and chemical dependencies; racial minorities; immigrants and refugees.  In particular, the person with mental or physical disabilities, regardless of the cause or severity, must be treated as a unique person of incomparable worth, with the same right to life and to adequate health care as all other persons.” (3)  “…Collaboration with other health care providers, in ways that do not compromise Catholic social and moral teaching, can be an effective means of such stewardship.”  (6).”a Catholic health care institution must treat its employees respectfully and justly.”  (7)  “Employees of catholic health care institutions must respect and uphold the religious mission of the institution and adhere to these Directives.  They should maintain professional standards and promote the institution ‘s commitment to human dignity and the common good.”  (9) These aspects of the Church’s Magisterium certainly give all of us the standards by which we can judge the various health reform programs being proposed on a federal or state level.  As we require medical assistance they also provide us with points by which we can select the facilities and individuals to whom we entrust our lives and those of our family members.

The second area of concern is the “pastoral and spiritual responsibility of Catholic health care.”  The bishops want everyone to recognize:  “Since a Catholic health care institution is a community of healing and compassion, the care offered is not limited to the treatment of a disease or bodily ailment but embraces the physical, psychological, social, and spiritual dimensions of the human person.  The medical expertise offered through Catholic health care is combined with other forms of care to promote health and relieve human suffering…Priests, deacons, religious, and laity exercise diverse but complementary roles in this pastoral care.”  The specific directives call for cooperation with parish and community clergy.  How fortunate we are in having strong pastoral care departments in both Saint Francis and Vassar Hospitals.  Though the latter is not Catholic, our religious support there are subject to the norms we are discussing.  Additional directives call for : “every effort should be made to have priests assigned to hospitals and health care agencies to celebrate the Eucharist and provide the sacraments to patients and staff.”  (12)  As many of you know we do this with our faithful volunteers at the Lutheran Care Center.  “properly prepared lay Catholics can be appointed to serve as extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion in accordance with Canon law and the policies of the local diocese.”  (14)  “Responsive to a patient’s desires and condition, all involved should facilitate the availability of priests to provide the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick…Normally, the sacrament is celebrated when the sick person is fully conscious.  It may be conferred upon the sick who have lost consciousness or the use of reason, if there is reason to believe that they would have asked for the sacrament while in control of their faculties.”  (15)  here at St. Stanislaus Kostka we stand ready to perform the Sacrament for anyone entering the hospital for surgery or perhaps is homebound.  The latter should receive it periodically based on age and infirmity.  “Newly born infants in danger of death, including those miscarried, should be baptized if this is possible.  In case of emergency, if a priest or a deacon is not available, anyone can validly baptize.”  (17)  When a Catholic who has been baptized but not yet confirmed is in danger of death any priest may confirm the person.”  (18)  Of course, the overriding rule is when in doubt, always call a priest, no matter what the time of day.

We will return to this document after a Christmas hiatus.  As we approach the final days of Advent let us continue to pray
 “Come, Lord Jesus.”
Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian 
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