ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

DECEMBER 20, 2009
4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, December 19
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Steven Sebestyen- Rossi Family
Sunday, December 20
7:30am
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Marion Corcoran – Rita and Noreen McCarron
11:00am
Mr and Mrs Thomas O’Keefe Jr – Tighe Family
Monday, December 21
9:00am
Living and deceased members of Seaman/Dydo Families 
Tuesday, December 22
9:00am
Dr and Mrs George Benvie and Mary F Brown
Wednesday, December 23
9:00am
Gerald and Ann Sullivan – Marge and Kevin Sullivan
Thursday, December 24
9:00am
Special Intention
4:00pm 
Italia Schweizer – Tighe Family
6:00pm
Daren DiMetro – DiMetro Family
12mid
The McWeeney and Reilly Families 

Friday, December 25
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am
John Langton – wife, Martha
11:00am
Special Intention
Saturday, December 26
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Dylan Donnally – Gino DiCamillo
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
December 13,2009       $ 5193.00 

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
December 20

Glenn Froese, Donald Myers, Edward Laxgang, Sara Schmader, David Stokes, Steven Dierberger, Melanie Sinon, Kerrie Sheehan, Marie Wrona, Julie Battistoni, James Chapman, Tara Deluca, John Hughes Javier Ramirez

December 21

Christopher Naughton, Bruce Barnes, Michele Veronesi, Matthew Carbone, David Whiteley, Lisa Dudash, Mary Ashong, Noreen Gurevich, Samantha Higgins, Anthony DeMatteis, Peggy Marchetti, Luis Novoa, Jr., Briana Becerra, Alicia Linge, Patricia Castano

December 22

Christine Paul, Shane Sinon, Tina Schmitz, Ryan Warner, Tiffany Metty, Michelle Metty, Lydia Abreu, Catherine DiBello, Brian Eckert, Cindy Knapp, Jonathan Quinn, John Winkler

December 23

Matthew Collier, Mary Ann Zanchelli, Florence Conroy, Thomas Schiller, John Weiss, Richard Nigro, Brandon Lenyszyn, Gary Tyler, Anthony Cappelletti, Sherry Cookingham, Brandon Gray, Thomas Tucker, Jr.

December 24

Natalie Serkowski, Joseph Catucci, Jean Boyle, Ann DelSanto, Donna Siegrist, Michaela Wawryk, Kenneth Lloyd, Lesley Rohan, Daniel Saitta, Veronica Keene, Gloria Garcia, Alice Baab, Peter Karis, Zachary Doxey, Matthew Kennedy

December 25

Gerald Miracle, Mary Nicoletti, Carol Van Eron, Ashlyn Weidner, Linda Dematteis, Michael Defraia

December 26

Sandra Kelly, Brian Froese, Matthew Osso, Richard Selage, Sabrina Detmer, Wayne Perry, Anthony Nuccetelli, John Zocchi, Mason Schildt, Sean Keever, Enid Kemlage
LECTORS; EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

 ALTAR SERVERS

The (Jan –Mar)   schedules will be drafted soon

Please call for any needed time off or changes.

635-1700 x 12 

Those who signed up to  serve as Lector or Eucharistic Minister will be called soon
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PASTORS NOTES
The coming feast of Christ’s birth brings to our minds many memories as well as creates many new experiences.   Childhood especially offers us many moments of happy recall.  On our streets were many vendors of trees.  Once selected my mother would give guidance to my father and me on how to get the tree up five floors to our three room apartment.  It would fill the corner of the living room and always looked regal even before the lights and tinsel.  But central to our decoration of our home was the erection of the crèche.  Inside the fake fireplace my sisters would put dark blue crepe paper on its backing and then glue on stars of various sizes.  Additionally, an angel proclaiming the good news would be hung over the barn containing the manger.  There was always an ample supply of dry hay to be placed around the scene with a few square feet of cotton representing snow (which was probably extremely rare to the citizens of Bethlehem).  Each of us children put the statues where we thought they belonged but it was only on Christmas Day the Christ child was put in the scene by my youngest sister.  That was our tradition.

It must be remembered that the day before the Nativity (like other eves of holydays of obligation) were times of fast and abstinence.  Italian families, for example, had the tradition of preparing seven types of fish.  As you probably know, this pastor is not fond of the fruit of the sea.  Therefore, I ate little. The first Mass took place at Midnight.  From fifth grade  I served at it in various capacities:  torch-bearer, acolyte, thurifer, etc.  After the liturgy my father and I would return home to a wonderful breakfast which I am sure clogged not a few arteries.  We would then go to bed to await the man in red.  When I became a deacon I served another man in red:  the Servant of God Terence Cardinal Cooke at Saint Patrick’s Cathedral.  My first four years as a priest I served as a master of ceremonies at the main Eucharist which was celebrated by the Rev. Msgr. Andrew F. Quinn, P. A.  Those initials stood for the fact that he was a Protonotary  Apostolic.  It was his privilege as such to be vested as if he were a bishop four times a year.  Additionally, the choir which assisted at the celebration had seventy-five men and boys voices.  The grandeur of the Church made one think of a European Cathedral.
Last week, Archbishop Dolan spoke of his first Christmas as a priest.  He recalled being asked to work with one of the sisters in the Catholic School in producing the annual Nativity play.  As most classes have at least one child who could be called a “character”  this group was not an exception.  He was called Ben.  Our shepherd said he tried him out in the role of Joseph.  It was not a good fit.  He didn’t seem to have the wherewithal to be a wise man or shepherd either.  Finally, it was decided that he might be the innkeeper.  After all he would only be required to say “there is no room”  The evening came.  The proud parents gathered.  All seemed to be going well.  Then the dramatic confrontation came.  Joseph pleaded for a place for his wife who was with child.  Joseph explained to our innkeeper that he had no more alternatives.  Our friend Ben was to then utter those famous words but looking at the Holy Family he stated in no uncertain terms:  “Come on in, we can take care of you”.  Thus history was made in St. Louis, Missouri.  After the play was over and eggnog distributed with gifts of candy cane, the priest and religious director questioned the young but creative actor as to why he deviated from the script.  He responded thoughtfully:” how could I turn that man and woman away.  They were having a child.  I had to make room for them.”  Our Archbishop acknowledged the truth of the remark and urged those to whom he told the story that their attitude must be that of Ben.  We must all seek to make sure that in this Holy Season everyone is touched by the meaning of Christ’s birth.

My more recent memories is of the overwhelming generosity of so many in caring for those who do without.  Many teenagers volunteer at the Lunch Box to give a substantial meal to those who are suffering from the ravages of the cold weather.  Our youth group has been shopping for a family they are sponsoring through Catholic Charities.  (So often when we hear of the millions of unemployed, or thousands homeless in our cities, or the high percentages of people who go to bed hungry, we are numbed.  We must realize that each of those statistics is a person in need of support.  They are souls important to their Creator and must therefore, be important to us.)  The Knights of Columbus of our parish and those of Saint Martin de Porres delivered last Tuesday the toys collected from the people of the two parishes.  I rejoice that we have been able do  this for the last thirty-one years.  There are some wonderful moments that I have shared with my brothers which I wish I could share with all of you.  The Franciscan Handmaids of Mary are a very special group of women.  They have served in Harlem for decades and have touched the lives of so many young people in their nursery school, teaching in neighborhood Catholic schools, and working in Catholic social agencies.  One of my favorite memories were of sister, who was teaching music for seventy-five years as a religious, engaging the Knights and encouraging them to sing.  Sister Anthony, Sister Maria Goretti, Sister Jacqueline not only have served God themselves in the example of their Franciscan forbearers, they collaborated with Blessed Teresa of Calcutta and her community and welcomed her to live with them as they were establishing themselves in New York.
As we have been the recipients of marvelous memories so we must make more for our young people.  I look forward to celebrating Christmas with Fr Francis Perry and Dcn. John Dunn.  Invite your family and friends to pray with us.  And don’t forget. “Confession is good for the soul”.

I promise you all a remembrance in my Christmas Masses.
Vivat Jesus!

     Fr.  Brian
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT
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CHRISTMAS SHOW

“….The weather outside was frightful, but the program was delightful…”
Many thanks to all those who worked very hard to make our Christmas show, potluck, caroling and tree lighting such a wonderful success.  The show began with a dance choreographed by Diane Henning,  showcasing the talents of many of our young dancers; following was a play about the Nativity, entitled HOW GOD CAME TO US. (We have gifted actors among our elementary, middle school, and high school youth).  Many thanks to Dianne Serkowski, Marge Sullivan for their work with the actors, and Barbara Kurdziel and Andrea Tighe for their work with the rhythm choir.   The technical assistance for the play was contributed by Vinnie Morris and sound set up by John Tasselmyer and Jim Keene. The Lightning Youth Group and the Lightning Bolts performed   followed by seasonal renditions by the Children’s Choir and Junior Folk Group and finally, the Teen Club gave us their rendition of a Charlie Brown Christmas.    
The potluck followed where all were treated  to salads, pasta’s, chilli’s, ham, turkey, chicken,  sandwiches, vegetables, etc. and of course the very popular dessert offerings. (too numerous to mention).  Thanks to Nancy Dunn for coordinating this part of the afternoon and to Deacon John Dunn, Marge and Kevin Sullivan,  Rich and Pat Peluso, Jayne & Steve Rossi,  Lynn McDonald, the Lozito Family and Schweiger Family and the many others who pitched in with set up, serving  and clean up. (hope we did not forget anyone )    After which was caroling by all and the lighting  and blessing of our tree(s.)
                                        OPLATEK

Throughout the years, we have received calls to the parish inquiring whether or not we have Oplatek available for use on Christmas Eve. In the Polish tradition, these fine wafers, imprinted with the Nativity scene are shared with family and friends. After a beautiful prayer, pieces are broken off and an exchange of peace and happiness takes place. This year we do have these available at the doors of the church. Free will offering to cover the cost of these meaningful wafers.
CHRISTMAS FLOWER ENVELOPES

Extra Christmas Flower envelopes are at the doors of the church. Donations in memory of a loved one help to pay for the flowers and lighting  for the Christmas season.  

BUSES SCHEDULED FOR MARCH FOR LIFE,
JAN. 22, 2010

Once again we have scheduled buses to go to the annual March for Life in Washington, D. C. on January 22, 2010.  One bus will leave Mt. Alvernia at 5:00 a.m. after a 4:30 a.m. Mass.  The other bus will pick up at St. Columba Church after 4:30 a.m. Mass, leaving immediately at 5:00 a.m.  For reservations and/or information, contact Rich 297-7930 for the bus from Mt. Alvernia and George Morton 226-6896 for the St. Columba bus.  Prices are adults $30.00 and students $20.00.  Reservations are needed with fees by Jan. 5.

CYO TEEN CLUB SLEEP OVER & ICE SKATING

The CYO Teen Club will have their Annual Christmas Sleep Over on Tuesday, December 29th.  We will arrive around 6:30, after dinner and spend the night.  We will attend 9am Mass on Wednesday morning and then do some kind of Service Project.  Then we will go to the McCann Center to Ice Skate from 12 noon to 2PM.  We will need drives to help get teens to and from Ice Skating.  The cost of skating is $7 and $3 to rent skates.  We are also asking each teen to bring $3 for food and snacks for the sleep over.  Please let me know if you are coming to the sleep over and or Ice Skating.

LIGHNTING BOLTS SLEEP OVER
Members of the Lightning Bolts will have a sleep over on Sunday, December 27th into December 28th.    If you are interested in please call Mr. Rossi at 635-9312.  More details will be in next week’s bulletin.
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation

Tuesday,      December 22     9:30-11:00am

                                              Penance Service: 7pm.

Wednesday, December 23     4:30-6pm; 7:30-9pm

Masses Christmas Eve
4pm, 6pm, 12midnight 

Masses Christmas Day
7:30am; 9am; 11am
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2010 CALENDARS 
Religious calendars are available at the doors of the Church

Feel free to take one! 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”  Let Worldwide Marriage Encounter help your marriages remain Christ-centered.  The next Weekend is February 12-14.  For more information call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME.
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