ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

DECEMBER 6, 2009
2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, December 5
9:00am
Joseph Czarnecki – Antoinette Czarnecki
5:30pm
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
Sunday, December 6
7:30am
Anna Dodaro – daughter, Rose
9:00am 
Matt Polniaszek - Trudy
11:00am
Mary Walker – Boyle Family
5:30pm
Msgr James Richardson
Monday, December 7
9:00am
Special Intention
    7:00pm
William Power, Frances and Joseph Schneider-




 Fran Power
Tuesday, December 8 ( Immaculate Conception)
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Concetta Coppola – Family
7:00pm
Intentions of Smith and DeWald Families
Wednesday, December 9
9:00am
Karen D’Eredita – Rossi Family
Thursday, December 10
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, December 11
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday, December 12
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Anna McDonnell –McDonnell Family
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
November 22                $5224.00

November 29



   $5238.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Bouquets on the altar this week, in honor of the Blessed  Mother, are in memory of Concetta Coppola  
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
    December 6

Ann Wolf, Amy Bennett, Joseph Scott, Danielle Viana, Paul Polletta, Bradley Beneway, Lucille Wasilewski, Kimberlee Conde, Garry Moore, Nicole Hubbard, David Halwick, Ann Yambrick, Carly Johnson

December 7

Regina Benvie, Melissa Murphy, Terence Lea, Anthony Tesoriero, Jose DosSantos, Sara Manetta, Hayley Denning, Joseph Nargi, Robert Herles, Nicholas Herles

December 8

Mary Annis, Mary Charifson, John Nicoletti, Cathy Riley, Rhondy Rose, John Grega, Alexander Lee, Nick Occhicone, Gabriella Randazzo, Christopher Juliano, Nathalie Derozier

December 9

Johnna Touma, Stacey Murphy, Megan Morano, Daniel LoGiurato, Joseph Ross, Daniel Kerins, Abigail Orlich, Arthur Thatcher, Michelle Stavish, Stephanie Clare, Sofia Mackey, Nicole Connolly, Kenny Walker

December 10

 Destinee Hauptman, Jamie Stout, Donald McClay, Joanne Ernest, Michelle DiBenedetto, Nicole Filiberti, Allison delRio, Terence Weidner, Lisa Cipher, Chelsea Sablinski, John Manetta, Robert Conklin, Britney McHugh, Giavanna Greco, Ciranno Wilkins, Gail Greco, Richard Neider, Sheree Neider, Isaiah Vargas

December 11

Diane Malone, John Fumo,  Vincent Lucarini, Melissa Schaeffer, Robin Barrett, Bridgett Leonard, Louis Rossi, Martin Altier, Jr., James Papineau

December 12

Carol McCann, Ryan Kiernan, Brian Hering, Cheri Salfelder, Raquel Ayala, Pauline Herr, Rachel English
                      HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

       Feast of the Immaculate Conception- December 8
Vigil Mass:                        December 7:  7pm

 Holyday:                           December 8: 7am, 9am, 7pm

Lectors/ Altar Servers:  Please offer your services at the Mass that you attend

BLOOD DRIVE SUCCESSFUL AGAIN !

39 pints were donated last Sunday. A generous response from the parishioners of St Stanislaus! Thanks again to Bob and Steven Lang for organizing the event and our Nursery School staff for making room for the equipment.                                                                                                       432- page 1
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THROUGH THE EYES OF THE MAGI

Let us consider another aspect of the Magi as they saw the star to guide them to the new King! 

They Traveled Together

Traveling alone would have perilous for the Magi. But they were “wise” - they traveled together.

Advent is hard to do on our own …… let us come together, as community, this season and be a support to one another. 

SENIOR CHRISTMAS GATHERING

December 15 – 9:30-11am

 We invite all Seniors to attend on the 15th for a nice buffet breakfast, caroling, and door prizes. Instead of a grab bag gift, a great suggestion has been made to bring $5 of canned goods for the PV Food Pantry
ST. STANISLAUS CHRISTMAS SHOW

 & TREE LIGHTING

The Annual St. Stan’s Christmas Show will be on Sunday, December 13th.  The festivities will begin at 2pm with our Christmas Play and other performances from parish organizations.  Then we will share in a Potluck Supper, followed by Christmas Carols in the Church at 4:15 PM and then we will process outside to light the big tree and the front of our Church.  We will end the evening with dessert
in the hall.  Plan on bringing the whole family.  It’s a great way to start the holidays.  Sign up sheets are in the hall vestibule.We are asking only for Christmas cookies if you are bringing dessert.

ANNUAL NATIONAL NIGHT OF PRAYER

St Denis Church in Hopewell will be hosting the National Night of Prayer for Life on December 8 from 9pm-1am.  During the 12mid-1am hour, the rosary will be prayed in unison throughout the country for the end of abortion. All are welcome to join this group in prayer. 
JELLY NEWS

Once again I ask that you return the jelly jars if you are not going to use them. I have a little jelly left if you need it 

Thanks for all your generosity !!    Sister Mary

CONFIRMATION 2010

There will be a question and answer session for all Confirmation Candidates and their parents on December 14th at 6:30-8:00pm.  During this session the teens or their parents can ask any question regarding the Faith.  

All Sponsor forms, Confirmation Applications and Confirmation names must be submitted prior to this session.

GIFT SUNDAY : DECEMBER 13
Another tradition Fr Brian has begun is to designate the 3rd
 Sunday in Advent as Gift Sunday. On that day all who would like to bring toys/ gifts for either the Lutheran Care residents or the Franciscan Handmaids of Mary

 (see details below), please place them in the sanctuary area as an offering for the Advent season. 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR

 LUTHERAN CARE RESIDENTS
Each year The Lutheran Care Center looks to provide gifts for its residents – especially those who have no family.

The following UNWRAPPED items are suggested

MEN: shirts, light weight PJ, undershirts (XL/ 2XL)

WOMEN: blouses (front opening), nightgowns ( back or front opening) , costume jewelry, perfume, toiletries

MEN AND WOMEN: socks, sweat suits, cardigan sweaters, slippers, large print calendars, wall or table clock

Miscellaneous: books, video/ audio cassettes/ CDs / radios, CD players/ small televisions/ computer games/ board games

PLEASE no used items/ stuffed animals or artificial plants

This facility, within our parish boundaries, is served by Fr Brian, Fr Perry  and many volunteers  and holds a special place in our hearts. Please consider giving to these, your fellow parishioners

FRANCISCAN HANDMAIDS OF MARY
For the last thirty years, Fr Brian and the parishes where he has served have given gifts of toys and food to the Franciscan Sisters who serve with the working poor in New York City. Please bring unwrapped toys or nonperishable food December 14 as we will have Gift Sunday at St Stanislaus.  Please place the toys and /or food in front of the altar before all masses.. Thank you for your generosity to God’s poor!!
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“And this is my prayer: that your love may increase ever more…” Come to a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and recharge your marriage.  The next Weekend is February 12 – 14.  For more info call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME.

MUSIC DURING ADVENT

During the season of Advent at the 5:30 p.m. Saturday and Sunday Masses, the parts of the Mass will be from Mass of Remembrance (Kyrie, #341) and The Mass of Light (Sanctus #335, Memorial Acclamaton #337, Amen #339 and Agnus Dei, #340).  The music is found in the red Ritual Song Hymnal.
CYO IMPACT RETREAT

We are sorry to those teens who had signed up for the November IMPACT.  Circumstance were such that the weekend had to be canceled.  Please mark you calendars for January 29,30 &31 for the next weekend.  The next Teen Club Meeting will be on December 13th at the Christmas Show.  We ask all of our teens to stay come at 12 noon to rehearse for the show.
2009 CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

The schedule for opportunities for Reconciliation, Christmas and New Year’s Masses will be in next week’s bulletin.
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The most recent meeting of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops contained several discussions of issues which I would hope would be of interest to all of us.  As you probably know our Episcopal leaders meet twice a year.  Their agenda is usually full.  Often they are called upon to decide issues of a liturgical nature, canonical procedure, or moral teaching.  Attending these deliberations is usually the apostolic nuncio to our country, the Pope’s representative to our government as well as to us.  Archbishop Pietro Sambi, who presently occupies that spot, addressed the opening session with words that carried with them the collegial spirit of our Holy Father as well as an instructive word not only for our shepherds but applicable, I believe, to every Catholic.  Reflecting back on a homily Benedict XVI gave during the ordination of five bishops.  His Excellency noted three necessary qualities of a servant of God.  “The first characteristic which the Lord requires of his servant is fidelity.  He has been entrusted with a good that does not belong to him.  The Church is not our Church but His Church, the Church of God.  The servant must account for how he has managed the good that has been entrusted to him.  We do not bind people to us; we do not seek power, prestige, or esteem for ourselves.  We lead  men and women toward Jesus Christ, hence toward the loving God.  In doing so, we introduce them into truth and into freedom, which derives from truth.  Fidelity is altruism and, in this very way, liberating for the minister himself and for all who are entrusted to him.  We know how in civil society, and often also in the Church, things suffer because many people in whom responsibility has been conferred, work for themselves rather than for the community, for the common good.  In Greek, the word ‘fidelity’ coincides with the word for ‘faith’.  The fidelity of the servant of Jesus Christ also consists precisely in the fact that he does not attempt to adapt faith to the fashions of the times.  Christ alone has the words of eternal life and we must bring that word to the people…There is nothing sterile or static about such fidelity; it is creative…Faith demands to be passed on; it was not given to us merely for ourselves, for the personal salvation of our own souls, but for others, for this world and for our time.  We must bring faith into this world so that it may become in it a living force:  in order to increase God’s presence in the world.”  Though at first blush it might seem a special MUNUS (burden, responsibility, or task) of those who are our diocesan leaders further examination should assist us in recognizing what is an element of our baptismal commitment.  The Holy Spirit has empowered us to go forth and witness to the creative power of God which has bestowed upon us every good gift.  As members of the faith community we must further witness to the truth who is Jesus.  This obligation is imposed on us as we act in our families and larger communities.  Though perceived by some as “out of step” with contemporary values we must be practitioners of the eternal verities.  “The second characteristic that Jesus asks of the servant is prudence.  Prudence is something other than shrewdness.  Prudence…is the first of the cardinal virtues…Prudence demands humble, disciplined, and watchful reason that does not let itself be blinded by prejudices; it does not judge according to desires and passions but rather seeks the truth even though it may prove uncomfortable.  Prudence means searching for the truth and acting in conformity with it.  The prudent servant is first and foremost a man of truth and a man of sincere reason…Let us not allow ourselves to be guided by what we see through the small window of our personal astuteness, but, rather, let us look at the world and at human beings through the large window that Christ has opened to us on the whole truth and thus recognize what truly counts in life.”  Too often in the world today people permit themselves to be ruled by ego and seek advantage over others without regard to truth.  Others use the excuse of “they need” or “:they want” to determine their goals and modes of operation.  The establishment of proper priorities and the pursuit of good for others are certainly apt concentrations in this holy season.  Unlike those of a secular mindset we must recognize the appropriation of absolute truth beyond individual perception and the universal obligation of adherence to its prescriptions.  “The third characteristic of which Jesus speaks…is goodness…What is meant by the characteristic, of ‘goodness’ can become clear to us if we think of Jesus’ encounter with the rich young man.  This man had addressed Jesus calling him ‘Good teacher’ and was given the surprising answer:  ‘Why do you call me good?  No one is good but God alone’  (Mk 10:17f.).  Only God is good in the full sense.  He is the Good, the God par excellence.  Goodness personified.  In a creature, in man, being good is therefore necessarily based on a profound interior orientation towards God.  Goodness increases in inner union with the living God.  Goodness presupposes in particular a living communion with God who is Good, a growing inner union with him.  And in fact, from whom else could one learn true goodness if not from the one who loved us to the end, to the very end (cf Jn 13:1).  We become good servants through our living relationship with Jesus Christ.  Only if our life is lived in dialogue with Him; only if his being, his characteristics, enter into us and shape us, can we become truly good servants.”  What a source of consolation! Centuries of philosophers have sought to explain good on a purely natural basis.  Moralists have used many methodologies to try to compose an ethic which would mesmerize human kind.  Psychologists  have attempted to devise systems by which individuals would overcome their  weaknesses, addictions, evil inclinations.  The believer recognizes the effects of original sin as well as the redemptive relationship offered to us by Jesus Christ.  Our struggle to overcome natural inclinations is promised success by the intimacy of grace.  We are not left to our own devices when we pursue virtue.  Our prayer, both personal and public, unites us to the source of holiness.  The privilege which once belongs to man of “walking with God” is now ours as we encounter Christ in His Word, Sacrament, and Community.
Next week, we will focus on the substance of our Bishops’ deliberations.  May Emmanuel guide us in our spiritual preparation.

Vivat Jesus,
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