ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

FEBRUARY 21, 2010                                   1st SUNDAY OF LENT  

WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, February 20
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Curtis Prior – Friends of Lisa Prior
Sunday, February 21
7:30am
John Volnick – DiMetro family
9:00am 
Bart Scannell – Irene Dufficy
11:00am
Kathleen O’Keefe – Wawryk Family
5:30pm
People of St Stanislasu Kostka
Monday, February 22
7:00am 
Special Intention

9:00am
Special Intention
Tuesday, February 23
7:00am
Special Intention 

9:00am
Special Intention 
Wednesday, February 24
7:00am 
Estelle Polniaszek – Dunn Family
9:00am
Special Intention


Thursday, February 25
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Elisa Parrella – Carla, Margherita, &Nicky


Friday,  February 26
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday, February 27
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
DePaul Koch – Marge and Kevin Sullivan
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
February 14, 2010   $4853.00 

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
February 21

Michael Heaton, David Fitzgerald, Olivia LaRocca, Stephen Kerins, Catherine Kuhnle, Paul Fanuele, Stephanie Papineau, Robert Taft, Sr., Scott Fagen

February 22

Jennifer Turner, Brittini Carao, Alexander Paulk, Laura Gajarsky, Philip Mylod, Nico Simone, Andrew Turansky, Richard Hyland

February 23

Paul Rosenberg, Frances Recktenwald, Mary Marchena, Cathleen Zamow, Ashley Hirst, Mary Plew, James Kreinbihl, Shawn Constantine, Joan Fanelli, Nicholas Brenner, Stacey Higgins, Vida Odescalchi, Joseph Gutierrez, Austin Dean, Allison Canfield

February 24

David Brajuha, Alexandria Conger, Vincent Lucarini, Amanda Harter, Christine Moore, Jacqueline Buechele, Roberto Valdes, Allen Winby, Adjua Kirton, Lauren Breitenbach

February 25

William Terry, William Trunk, David Walsh, G. Michael McGrath, Vincent Ruffolo, Kevin Geraci

February 26

Brian Catucci, Michelle Chmura, Victor Sutter, Erin McPherson, Brianne McPherson, Edward Roth, Luke Schmitz, Craig Stram, Joseph Alves, Diane Zocchi, Christy Olivier

February 27

Russell Rauh, Matthew Wawryk, Ambrose Mulhern, Elisa Reale, Linda Filiberti, Jon Holder, Kayla Bastian, Dorothy Laasko, William Avezzano 
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening at 7:30pm

Exposition of Blessed Sacrament/Benediction

LYG, BOLTS & CYO TEEN CLUB

All youth groups will meet today, Sunday, February 21st.  LYG will meet from 2-3:30, Bolts for 3:30-5 and the CYO Teen Club from 6-7:30.

For more information about the youth groups please contact Andrea Tighe in the parish office.
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FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
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55 and OLDER – Lenten Reflections

Each Monday morning after 9am Mass from February 22 through March 22, we will be presenting a series of 30 minute video meditations by   Fr Benedict Groeschel, CFR:
“5 Lessons From The Cross”

February 22: God Never Fails Us

March 1:        God Died at Calvary

March 8;        Calvary still Goes On

March 15;      Salvation Through the Cross

March 22:      God Reigns from the Cross

As always, there will be coffee and morning refreshments.

 All are welcome                                                          
OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE  STATUE  FUND
St Stanislaus will continue the collection of free will donations for the Lady of Guadalupe Statue to be purchased as a parish gift to Sing Sing Correctional Facility. 
There are many, including a large Spanish speaking population at Sing Sing, who have a great devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe. As a parish Lenten sacrificial work, Fr Brian has given permission to purchase a life size statue of Our Lady to enhance the spiritual lives of those in prison. 

A total so far of $774.00 has been collect ed with a
 goal of : $5,000
Collection baskets are at the front and rear doors.  Checks can be made payable to St Stanislaus.  Feel free to call the parish office with any questions. 

RELIGIOUS ED-FAMILY CATECHESIS

MARCH 9, 10 & 11

Theme: The Corporal Works of Mercy

“Whatsoever you do to the least of my brothers..”

Invitations for the Lenten Family Catechesis have been handed out at religious ed classes or mailed home (7th, 8th & 9th graders)  Please read the invite carefully as we are trying something new this time.  As you know the dates fill up quickly so if you need a specific date please return the invitation or call the office as soon as possible.  

In keeping with the theme we are asking each grade level to bring in a different item that will be donated to the needy.

PreK & K : A non-perishable food item

1at & 2nd Grade: Square box of tissues

3rd & 4th Grade: Trial Size Toiletries

5th & 6th Grade: A pair of new socks

7th & 8th Grade: small can of coffee

9th Grade Package of Flower Seeds

Each Family:  Please bring 1 empty, cleaned deposit bottle or can
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 ORDERS FOR 

DAFFODIL DONATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE 

NEXT WEEKEND: Feb 27/28

            “A Sunday with Daffodils”: March 14th 

For the past 5 years, we have been very successful in participating in the American Cancer Society’s annual 

Daffodil fundraiser.

This year, orders for bunches of daffodils to be placed on our altar will be taken after masses on Feb 27/28  Flower delivery will be the 12th   of March so that they  will bloom during the Sunday masses on the 14th 

As in previous years, you will be able to dedicate a bunch of the daffodils for a person who passed away from cancer, someone currently suffering from the disease or to someone who is a survivor. 

At  each mass on Sunday March 14h, Fr Brian and Fr Perry will perform the Sacrament of the Sick   

We look forward to again filling our sanctuary with the spirit of hope!

CONFIRMATION RETREAT

Last weekend our Confirmation Class attended their retreat.  The 25 hours that they were away was a FAST wherein they ate only juice and crackers.  Except for a few grumbling stomachs everyone did great and the retreat was a great success.  Thank you to the Confirmation team, teens: Gabby Raffaele, Samantha Raffaele, Meaghen Coffee, Buddy Kurdziel, Thomas Sanders, Shane Shanahan, Charlie McCutcheon, Tom McKenna, Adam Brady and Conor Drummond led by Steve Rossi the primary Catechist.  The class returned on Saturday in time for the 5:30 Mass where the parish welcomed them home.  After Mass they were treated to a wonderful reception put together by Marianne Thompsett.  Thank you Marianne and Laura Sanders for  the wonderful welcome home and to Mary Angela Boyle for coordinating all the desserts.
CONFIRMATION INTERVIEWS

The dates for Confirmation interviews are available on the parish website and notes are being sent home.  Please call the parish office to set up a specific time for your interview.  The teen and their parents should attend this brief 15 minute time with Fr. Brian.  All paperwork, if not already handed in should be brought with you to this meeting.

The next Confirmation Class is on Monday, March 15 at 6:30PM.  At this session Confirmation Candidates will be measured for their Confirmation gowns.  If you can not make this session please call the parish office with measurements (Weight & Height).
K OF C FISH FRY
Our Knights of Columbus will again serve up a Fish Fry each Friday evening during Lent prior to the Stations of the Cross beginning February 19 
[image: image4.png]


Time:  4pm to 7pm

Menu:  Fish (fried or baked)/ french fries/ homemade cole slaw.or  Linguine w/ clam sauce or marinara

Adults $8, children under 12:  $4
( Family and Senior discounts & Take Out Available)
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GUITAR LESSONS FOR CHILDREN
Beginning on February 25th, Barbara Kurdziel & Andrea Tighe will be giving guitar lessons for children in 4th grade and up.  The session will run from 4:30-5:00PM and we are asking a donation of $5 per lesson.  All monies received will be used to purchase more guitars and music for the group.  If you are interested please contact Andrea Tighe in the parish office or Barbara Kurdziel after the 9 or 11am Masses.

STRING ENSEMBLE 

Please join Melanie Byers on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 -7:30 in the church for String group rehearsal.  All levels of string players welcome to participate! We are planning on doing Stations of the Cross, Lenten Masses and one Easter performance.  Please see Melanie after the 9am Mass if you are interested, or call her at (845)392-5464.

PASTOR’S NOTES
One’s annual retreat is always an occasion for reflection, renewal, and recommitment.  It was especially so this year as I joined my brother priests in company with Archbishop Dolan in prayer at Ars, the home of Jean Marie Vianney, the patron of priests.  This saint, ordained in nearby Grenoble on August 13, 1815, arrived in the town on February 13, 1818.  (There is a statue commemorating the event.  It shows the gentle man speaking to a young lad.  He is quoted as saying:  “You have shown me the path to Ars, I will show you the path to heaven.”)  There were many challenges to be faced as the people had fallen away from many practices of the faith and indeed the modest church building itself was in disrepair.  His modest quarters, which are kept as he knew them, still witnesses to his love of the Lord, his openness to learning, and his preoccupation that each person would come to the Father, know Him, and come to salvation.  Amidst the images of Jesus and His Mother, his library of over four hundred books, and a few modest pieces of furniture, the Cure engaged in dialogue with both the Blessed Virgin and the Evil One.  Hours would be spent in prayer on his prie dieu.

Daily he would leave his quarters, enter the church of Saint Sixtus and celebrate the Lord’s presence in the Eucharist.  He would acknowledge by his reverential humility that in the Blessed Sacrament is the greatest grace and joy.  He testified to the people:  “When we have just received Communion, if we were asked what are we taking away to our homes, we might answer, ‘I am taking away Heaven!”  Allied with his appreciation of the centrality of the Real Presence is his well known dedication to the Sacrament of Penance.  Over seventeen hours a day he would sit in his confessional and reconcile sinners with their God.  Over and over again, he would zealously invite men and women to be freed from their past and become united with the reality of Divine Love.  “It is a beautiful thought, my children, that we have a sacrament that heals the wounds of our souls!”  From 1830 on pilgrims from throughout France and points beyond would come to confess their sins.  Additionally, it became known that miracles were taking place in this out of the way place unknown before the holy man arrived.  Though the faithful saw him as the miracle worker, he attributed the wonders to Saint Philomena, the virgin martyr of the early church.  He had a great devotion to her, having heard of her through Pauline Jaricot.  Herself, now declared a Venerable by Holy Mother Church, attributed her restoration of health to the saint.  Pauline, under the spiritual guidance of the Cure is known to us all as the foundress of the organization that is today the Propagation of the Faith.  Of course, Saint Jean had the utmost devotion to the Blessed Mother.  He would always urge his flock to attend Mary and place their petitions before her that she might be their advocate.  Much testimony is available concerning Mary’s appearances in his rooms where conversations took place between her and her Son’s humble servant.  She was the greatest source of encouragement to him.  In return for her providential care over his ministry and his people he consecrated the parish to the Immaculate Conception in 1836 a full eighteen years before that dogma was proclaimed by Pope Pius IX.
Not only was prayer the center of his life, the Cure wanted the same to be true of those who lived in and visited Ars.  He defined it as “a sweet friendship, an amazing familiarity … it is a sweet conversation between a child and its father.”  For him, it is a divine gift.  “We have not deserved to pray – but God, in his goodness, has permitted us to speak with Him.”  The Cure recognized that prayer itself is foretaste of the experience of eternity.  “When we pray with attention, with humility of mind and of heart, we quit the earth, we rise to Heaven, we penetrate the Bosom of God, we go and converse with the angels and the saints.”  He promises that salvation awaits those who seek always the presence of  God in prayer and the sacraments.

Though he improved the sacred space of the small church, Jean Marie realized the need for a larger church.  Though the plans were made and approved by him, their fruition came after his death.  Expanding from the old church, the new edifice was consecrated in 1885.  On the occasion of the beatification of the Cure of Ars in 1905, two side chapels were added, one of which is the place where the body of the priest is kept.  The work of the architect Sainte-Marie Perrin was completed in 1910.  When Jean Marie Vianney’s canonization took place in 1925 a new casket was produced which was paid for by the priests of France.  His body is visible to all as it was to his visitors in the nineteenth century.  The images of St. John the Baptist, St. Benedict Labre, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Francis Regis and St. Philomena surround the Cure’s remains.  Paul Borel, a popular and gifted artist was asked to paint murals in the Basilica which would soon be a site of international pilgrimage.  Under the cupola of the chancel, four angels carrying the attributes of the martyrdom of  St. Philomena.  In the drum of the cupola, eight panels show the scenes of the life and martyrdom of St. Philomena.  It is also Borel who painted seven of the eight portraits of saints found in the ambulatory under the vault.  Finally, he completed the sketches of the stained glass windows of the ambulatory. Most notable are the four paintings depicting scenes from the life of the Cure of Ars in the chapels of Sainte-Marie Perrin.
Two of the latter were in the chapel where we celebrated Mass each day with Archbishop Dolan.  Before, during, and after the Eucharist many of us reflected on the messages the artist shares.  The first shows St. Jean pointing toward an adult male.  All the other figures are kneeling before the saint.  They have begun repenting of their sins.  The Cure recognizes the need for the man.  Like many  contemporaries of our age we fail to realize our need for forgiveness.  St. Paul tells us that the just man falls seven times a day.  We must bow before the Lord of all and acknowledge our weakness and sin and embrace the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  On the opposite wall Borel pictures the simple priest blessing a village child.  They are surrounded by grateful citizens of Ars.  Off to the left I noted a woman who seems to be pulling her husband towards the Cure.  After some time of meditation I began to wonder as I concentrated on the husband.  Another interpretation began to appear in my mind.  There is a possibility that the man is attempting to restrict his spouse from reaching the parish priest.  As we begin Lent we should focus on our Christian vocation to draw others to Christ.  As well as warned to avoid those individuals who are keeping us from the fulfillment of God’s will.
May these days be a time of true repentance for all of us.

Vivat Jesus,

Fr. Brian
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