ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

JULY 25, 2010                    17TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                            WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, July 24
9:00am
Salvatore and Mary Sucato - Family
5:30pm
In thanksgiving for Esther Catanzaro – Dolores K
Sunday, July 25
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Living /deceased members of Seaman/Dydo Family
11:00am
Joseph and Lorraine Pelletier- Family
Monday, July 26
9:00am
Special Intention
Tuesday, July 27
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, July 28
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, July 29
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, July 30
9:00am
Ed Longbard, Jr- Kathy and Family
Saturday, July 31
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Marzio Costanzo (10thAnniversary of death)- Family
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
July 18, 2010                $4656.00
Parish Pay July           $3347.98  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

RCIA

If you are an adult seeking to complete your sacraments of initiation ( Eucharist  and Confirmation )  or one seeking to enter into the Catholic faith, please call Nancy Dunn at the  Parish Office  for information. 

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
July 25

Richard Smith, Sean William Murphy, Joseph Danieli, Geralann Mortensen, John Tesoriero, Dylan Gardner, Michael Reap, Bette-Jo McCourt, Luigi Lozito, Katrina Jaeb, Brandin Stabell, Peter McCutcheon, Kristin Pierantozzi, Jorge Cortes-Avilla, Donald Esack

July 26

Anthony Chmura, Mary Beth Muir, Samantha Matuk, Catrina Fetzer, Colin Eckhardt, Lisa Brenner, Matthew Waz, Joshua Conklin, Gianna Raffaele, Robert Lehmann, Laura Probst, Aidan Davies, Chris Davies, Jason Arrick, Robert Golia

July 27

Tadeusz Skoczynski, Irene Dufficy, Ashley Voutila, Alyssa Canero, James Cook, Brendan Guernsey, Sara Kaminsky, Steven Nieves, Louie Torres, Keegan Veeder, Julie Poplees, Amanda North, Noah Bove, Jim Hayes, Ashley Mutrie

July 28

Antoinette Czarnecki, Gregory Deichler, Donna Mongelli, Joseph Souza, Parker Tully, Elizabeth Pace, Tammy Campanella, Donna McIlvenny, Malorie Greenspan, Julia Rossi, Alexander Martin

July 29

Katrina Huller, Deacon John Dunn, Gloria VanVoorhis, Philip Scuderi, Michelle Mazzola, Anne Killmer, Joseph DiCarlo, Timothy Rodgers

July 30

Coleen Madsen, Molly O’Sullivan, Matthew McDonald, Dal Veeder, Stephen Kennedy, Patrick Driscoll, Brian Corey

July 31

Diane Spano, Jodi DiSanto, Jack Ciavardini, Katie Linnane, Kaylah Kennedy, Alyssa Kenndy, Gwen Moschetto, Kenneth Luby, Barbara Chase, Andrea Perry, Dawn Tompkins, Scott Floughton, Michelle Behrman,Jordyn Wilsea, Andrew Gray, Brian Long
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The Parish of St Stanislaus Kostka welcomes a representative from the Missionaries of Compassion for this Sunday’s  

     Propagation of the Faith Annual Mission Appeal
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SEPTEMBER BAPTISM SCHEDULE
Due to Pleasant Valley Weekend and the Sunday parade, 
the dates will be:

Sunday, September 5 at 1pm

Saturday, September 18 at 1pm
EPIC 

A 20 week study in Church History

7:30- 9pm Wednesday evenings beginning Sept. 29

A Study of the Psalms

10 week course on these wonderful prayers

1-3pm Thursday afternoons beginning Sept 30

Invitation : The Search for God, Self and Truth

Discussion w/ Fr Brian Wednesday mornings 9:30-10:30

Call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 X12 if interested

We need to know soon to order necessary materials.  
                   ALTAR SERVER INSTRUCTION

Any child who is going into 3rd grade and has received First Holy Communion is welcome to call Deacon John at the parish office for instruction in this wonderful way to be of service to our parish. We are in need of help at all masses and ask that you be flexible – especially for an occasional 5:30pm. Instruction will be scheduled in August/ September.  

635-1700 x 12
LECTORS and EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Father Brian  plans to hold a  Saturday morning meeting with breakfast refreshments after the 9am Mass in the early Fall for all to come together in prayer, fellowship and renewal. Date to be determined, so keep eyes and ears open! 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP WEEKEND
Two members of our CYO Teen Club attended Christian Leadership Institute last week.  Gianna Raffaele & Michael Drummond spent 4 ½ days at Blair Lodge, a retreat house in Putnam Valley,  with teens from all over the Archdiocese of New York.  It was an amazing weekend wherein they learned to be leaders in their church, school & community.  We are very proud of Michael & Gianna and know that they will be great leaders in our teen club.  Also we would like to thank Jay Tighe who was a facilitator on the weekend.  Jay took time from his busy life to share his faith with our teens.  Great job Jay!  CLI will be in July next year….why not consider going
WORLD YOUTH DAY 2011

MADRID, SPAIN

August 10-August 22, 2011

Cost per person:  Single $3480/Twin $2946/Triple $2825

St. Stanislaus will once again be sending a group of young people and adults to World Youth Day 2011 in Madrid Spain.  This is one not to be missed.  Even before we get to the WYD activities we will be touring the cities of Lisbon, Portugal where we will visit St. Anthony’s Church.  Then to Santarem, Portugal, one of the oldest cities in the world, where we will visit The Church of  St. Stephen, site of the oldest recorded Eucharistic miracle, on display since 1269.  Next stop is Fatima, the place where the blessed mother appeared in 1917 to 3 simple shepherd children and exhorted mankind to pray for world peace.  Leaving Portugal we arrive in the holy city of  Santiago de Compostela, Spain which during the middle ages became the #1 pilgrimage site outside of Rome.  This is where the tomb of St. James lies.  We then depart for Avila where we will trace the life of St. Teresa of Avila.  We will see her cell and the relic of St. Teresa & St. John of the Cross.  Then it’s off to Madrid where we will spend the rest of our time touring Madrid & WYD activities.  It is anticipated that over 2 million people will be arriving to spend time in catechesis, prayer, worship, service and of course fun.  We will have 3 opportunities to see the Holy Father and countless opportunities to meet people and make friends from all over the world.  Why not think about joining us.  For more information contact Andrea Tighe in the parish office.  A $300 initial deposit is due now.  We will be holding an informational meeting on Sunday, August 1st at 12noon in the church hall.
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

AUGUST 2-6TH…IT’S A GO!

Vacation Bible School will take place this summer at St. Stanislaus.  We have wonderful things planned at  “Baobab Blast” for our participants.   Each day from 9:30am-12:30pm  our children will enjoy the various activities in our Catholic VBS.   There will be music, story telling, Bible activities, games, snacks and so much more.  Registration is closed but if you are still interested please speak to Andrea Tighe.

In order to keep the expenses down for our VBS we are asking our parishioners to donate small food & crafts items.  Below is a partial list of needed items…more will follow as we complete our planning.  There will be sign up sheet at the hall door so that you can sign up for needed items.   Thank you for you generosity.

  Lunch size brown paper bags,   Pipe cleaners,  Large beads (with large holes!) and  large wooden beads,  Tissue paper (white and colored),   New Pencils,  Large size paper clips. 
         WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

“How much more will the Father in Heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” Spend a weekend letting the Holy Spirit more fully into your vocation of marriage.  The next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is August 13-15.  For more information, call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME
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PASTOR’S NOTES

This weekend I am Rochester, New York installing the officers of the State Council of the Knights of Columbus.  A fan of train travel, I took Amtrak.  Such a trip has given me the opportunity to use my Nook and read some recent books.  Summertime, in general, has given me an opportunity to catch up on recent publications.  Because I have been asked by some parishioners as to what I am presently enjoying I am writing this column introducing a few of these texts.  As you might imagine because of my teaching obligations I emphasize theological works of a diverse nature in my list.  From my childhood I have always had an interest in history.  Because of my love of New York, appreciation of the efforts of law enforcement and a guilty pleasure (no pun intended) of attempting to understand criminal behavior, I always have a few mysteries on hand.

In terms of the first category, the contributions of Pope Benedict XVI to the compendium of Catholic literature have been major.  Last year some parishioners and myself completed a study of early Church Fathers.  These presentations reflected on the audiences given on Wednesdays by the Holy Father.  Just published is a second volume of these talks:  Church Fathers and Teachers.  Each chapter focuses our attention on an individual who has fostered growth in our knowledge of Christ and our Christian vocation.  Some are well known to us while others might have a significance only to scholars.  These short accounts give us the opportunity to meet these figures and hear their teachings.  For instance, the Pope speaks of Peter the Venerable.  This monk who served as an Abbot of Cluny is seen as “an example to the monks and Christians of our day, marked by a frenetic pace, when episodes of intolerance, incommunicability, division, and conflict are common.  His testimony invites us to be able to combine love of God with love of neighbor and not to tire of building relations of brotherhood and reconciliation.” (153)

George Weigel’s magisterial work:  Witness to Hope on the life of Pope John Paul II which I reread in preparation for my course on his theological perspectives at St. Joseph’s Seminary set the table for my reading of the recent biography of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  The sufferings of the Polish nation at the hands of t he Nazis were more than matched by the cruelty of these same forces in their native Germany.  The Holocaust which devastated the Jewish population of Europe enveloped any opposition including the Lutheran resistance of the Confessing Church led by the young minister who would not only write of but live out:  The Cost of Discipleship.  This work of Eric Metaxas takes the reader on a journey of faith during which Bonhoeffer went from his country to the United States where he expressed some dissatisfaction with the state of theological study and practice back to the upheaval that will result in the imprisonment that will end in his being hanged on April 9, 1945 just days before the end in the war in Europe.
Our faith, as it has been recently codified in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, has been wonderfully expressed in Father Alfred McBride, O. Praem.’s: Essentials of the Faith.  The exposition by this religious educator goes far in aiding the reader in grasping the essence of our belief system, worship, moral obligation, and prayer.  Each section Father presents contains a subject that is reflected on and explained in such a way that applications to one’s life can be easily seen.  To a generation in which religious knowledge has, at times, been sparse this book is a wonderful primer.

We often recall the maxim:  “He who ignores history is doomed to repeat it.”  At the present time I am reading:  A History of the American People.  The author is the English Catholic, Paul Johnson.  For decades this historian has taken on challenging subjects such as:  Churchill, George Washington and Napoleon.  His History of the Jews was a text that supported the study of the Old Testament of many of us.  In the volume I am now perusing Professor Johnson takes us back to the early settlements of our country developed by the various nations of Europe under the leadership of very colorful figures.  He takes us to the disjointed colonies struggling to see their need to form a common sense of purpose.  His creative writing opens up the factories of the early industrial period to our prying eyes.  He measures the growth of our nation and documents it fits and starts, the victories and defeats , the virtues and sins of its leaders and citizens.  H.W. Brands focuses our attention on one particular personage:  Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  In his Traitor to His Class the author introduces us to a young handsome athletic politician who is counted out of public life because of insidious polio.  He asks us to accompany this driven person from Hyde Part to Washington, D.C.  The defeater of Tammany Hall will be called upon to make war upon the greatest economic setback ever faced by the nation and ultimately to lead his country and its allies to end the savagery of the Axis Powers.

“All work and no play make Jack a dull boy.”  James Patterson, who introduced Detective Mike Bennett in his mystery Step on a Crack, has a wonderful offering:  Worst Case which shows this New York policeman dealing as a single parent with ten adopted children as he seeks to bring justice to the city he loves.  G. K. Chesterton was famous in decades past for his Father Brown stories.  They are still being published.  But in our day we are more familiar with Father Dowling mysteries by Ralph McInerny.  The author, who was the foremost Thomistic philosopher in our country, created this devoted priest of Irish wit and wisdom.  Over twenty novels gave the public a most positive image of the church and her priestly servants.  Presently, I am reading The Widow’s Mate.  One of the most prolific writers of the modern era is Mary Higgins Clark (and most charming).  Presently, I am reading The Shadow of Your Smile. Perhaps to cool ourselves off we might consider reading one of her Christmas stories.
As I close, I look forward to hearing from those who read some of these books and look forward to hearing your suggestions.

Have a restful and prayerful week.

Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian
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