ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

MAY 2, 2010                                    FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, May 1
9:00am
Special Intention


5:30pm
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
Sunday, May 2
7:30am
Augustine and Valere Gilbert – their children
9:00am 
Living and deceased members of Seaman/ Dydo Families
11:00am
Joseph Toomey – Patricia Toomey
Monday, May 3
9:00am
Matt Polniaszek – Trudy Polniaszek
Tuesday, May 4
9:00am
Shirley Sinon –Ray and Mary Murray
Wednesday, May 5
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, May 6
9:00am
Special Intention


Friday, May 7
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday, May 8 
9:00am
Shirley Sinon – Dale Dydo



5:30pm
DePaul Koch – Mary and Kevin Sullivan
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
April 25, 2010               $4692.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

SECOND COLLECTION NEXT WEEK

Catholic Relief Services
ACENSION THURSDAY: MAY 13
Noon Mass added to Holy Day Schedule
In addition to our regular Holy Day masses (7pm, May 12, 7and 9am and 7pm,)  a 12 noon Mass will be added  for the convenience of our parishioners

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

May 2

Christopher Collier, Mark Morreale, Sharon Johnson, Adrienne Trunk, Jennifer Caso, Dennis Constantine, Fernanda Cortes-Avilla, Adam Foster, Michael Sambells, Kerri Tracy

    May 3

Catherine Gorham, George Cook, Gary Dotterer, James Kelley, John Tomasetti, Christ Espejo, Nicole Donaldson, David Costello, Edward Hubbard, Brandon Clark, Joseph Bruno, Scott Gray, Christopher Campbell, Noah Godofsky, Bill Cousins

    May 4

Fred Christiansen, Erin Sullivan, Thomas DiSanto, Robert Rzodkiewicz, JuergenBuechele, Spencer Simoni, Conner DeMild, Lauren Hichak, Jennifer Daversa, Christine Gatto, Patricia Holt, Michael Clevenger, Olivia DePaola, Ryan Raynaud

    May 5

Donna Scott, James Marrinan, Rocco Mongelli, Ryan Shute, J. Stephen Dudash, Joseph Saltarelli, Ellen McCutcheon, Nicole Rossi, Robert Gajarsky, Walter Franzken, Elizabeth Olivera, Chris Speidell

   May 6

Francis Magro, Christine Ghiotti, Christopher Jacobs, Sean Plew, Kaitlyn Niznik, Diane Dawson, Matthew Hanlon, Nichole DeMattio, Safo Kirton

    May 7

Johanna Hudak, Gregory Wandy, Sandra Polotaye, Maria Dicapua, Teresa Albrecht, James Eckhardt, Theresa Floughton, Monica Scharff

   May 8

Christopher Hart, Jayne Murphy, Lyndsey Reinheimer, Jennifer Williams, Andrea Johnson, Mark Lashway, Sharon Tuttle, M. Ryan Sambells, Caroline Stern, Edward Lloyd,  Matthew McClay, Shayla Tortarella, Louise Tompkins, Justin Encalada, Karen Skiadas, Erin Manetta, Kaden Dykeman, Derrick Cussano, Margaret Lombardi
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ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
First Friday: May 7

9:30am-7pm  Holy Hour with Benediction 7-8pm

SIGN UP SHEET TO COVER EACH HOUR IS IN THE HALL VESTIBULE.

MOTHERS DAY CARDS 

Mother’s Day Cards for a novena of Masses at St Stanislaus are available at the doors of the church  
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...how He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.
NUSERY SCHOOL FUNDRAISERS

Mark your calendars for upcoming fundraisers to support our St. Stanislaus Kostka Nursery School.   

 BARNES AND NOBLE- MAY 20

CAR SHOW – JUNE 5

PIZZARIA UNO – JUNE 10

ST STANISLAUS NURSERY SCHOOL OPENHOUSE 
It’s time to start thinking of registration for the Fall.
                                 Open House will be on:

Sunday, May 2, 8:30- 12:30 ; Tuesday May 4  6:00-7:30. 
Our Nursery School provides a warm and caring environment for children's ages three and four. The focus of our curriculum is to allow the children to grow socially, educationally and spiritually in a Catholic environment
ANNUAL RELAY FOR LIFE: JUNE 5-6
St. Stanislaus Kostka Team  : The Jebbies
                        (affectionate nickname for Jesuits)   
The American Cancer Society's slogan this year is "A Proud Supporter of Birthdays". In order to celebrate their goal our team would like to build a birthday cake using the Relay for Life cards that we will be offering over the next few weeks. Simply make a donation (no amount is too small), sign your name to the card or write a sentiment on it, and it will be added to the cake we will be constructing on the wall in the hall. The more cards we have signed, the bigger the cake!

Luminaries will also be available.
We also would like to invite anyone who is interested to stop and speak with us about joining the team.
PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY WITH FR. BRIAN

October 27-November 6
Information Meeting : Sunday, May 16 at 2pm 

GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH AEROBICS!
 4-week Aerobics series:  from 6:30 to 7:30 pm- Parish Hall

May 3 through May 24; $30 for the series, or $10/class for walk-ins. Wear comfortable clothing and sneakers.  Bring along a pair of hand weights (3-5 lbs ea.), a mat for floorwork, and water.  Classes are led by Leigh Toth, ACSM-certified personal trainer and credentialed group exercise leader.  For questions, please contact Leigh at lattraining@hvc.rr.com or (845)309-4528.  All adults are welcome!
DUTCHESS COALITION FOR THE HOMELESS

As many of you know for the past 9 years one of our Confirmation Catechists, Kathy Reinheimer has coordinated the Confirmation Classes of St. Stanislaus Kostka in preparing and serving food to men and women at the homeless shelter in Poughkeepsie.  This endeavor began with feeding 12 people but has now evolved into a program wherein up to 60 people are served. Kathy has devoted a great amount of time, effort and personal expense in this effort.  At this time Kathy needs to step back as coordinator.  Since this is such a rewarding and beneficial service to both the homeless and our Confirmation students we are reaching out to the families of the St. Stan’s community. Due to the added numbers that are served, the Confirmation Candidates are asking for assistance in preparing the meals.  St. Stan’s is responsible for bringing a cooked meal on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.  Perhaps you might consider preparing part of a meal for one month during the  year.  If you are interested or would like more information please contact Jayne Rossi at 635-9312.
SHOWING OF THE NEW FILM- THE 13th DAY
Story of Fatima 

The Pro-Life Club at Our Lady of Lourdes High School is hosting a screening of the recently released movie about the apparitions of the Blessed Mother at Fatima, The 13th Day, on Friday, May 14, in the Lourdes auditorium, 131 Boardman Road, Poughkeepsie. Babysitting will be provided, with the children watching the animated story of Fatima, The Day the Sun Danced.  Start time: 6:30 p.m. – presentation about the Fatima message. Movie begins at 7:00 p.m. Admission is free.  Good will offerings will be accepted to promote the work of the Pro-Life Club.  For more information, please call Peter Lyons at 845-463-0400, ext. 117
HEALING MASS at MT ALVERNIA

The 11th Healing Mass and devotion to St. Dymphna, patroness of those suffering with illnesses of the mind such as Alzheimer’s, Autism, and other disorders of the brain, as well as those suffering from emotional and psychological difficulties will be held on Wed., May 12th, at 7 p.m. in Mt. Alvernia Chapel in Wappingers Falls, NY.  
55 and OLDER COMMUNION BREAKFAST-
Monday, May 17
We look forward to hosting a breakfast after the 9am Mass for our Senior community.  Marge Sullivan will speak about the wonderful aspects of  Prayer Shawl Ministry   
 Anyone is welcome to come, however to make proper preparations, it would be helpful to RSVP to Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 X 12. 
RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

If any adult is interested in becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church ( completing sacraments ), professing in to this faith from a Christian denomination, or coming into the Church as a newly baptized member, please call the parish office ( Nancy Dunn or Andrea Tighe)  for more information Classes will begin last summer and  last through Lent to the Easter Vigil.  635-1700 x 10 or 12
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PASTOR’S NOTES
Last week at the Priest’s Council meeting a resolution was presented from one of the area conferences of clergy.  It expressed dismay at the number of situations where athletic activities sponsored by Catholic agencies, such as CYO, elementary and high schools, parishes take place during times of Masses on Sunday.  The discussion soon expanded to an exchange of opinions on the importance of the Lord’s Day.  This topic had been written about by our Archbishop in an insightful pastoral letter.  Since many of our faith community might not have had the opportunity to read and reflect on it I thought it apropos to devote some lines to its proposals.

He begins by asserting:  “Since my arrival in New York I have been asked about many subjects of public controversy.  I have tried to answer as best I could, considering all questions as opportunities to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Yet the daily demands of urgent items can mean that truly important matters are not emphasized.  Can anyone doubt that Sunday, our observance of the Lord’s Day, is essential for the Catholic Church, for the vibrancy of our Catholic faith, for the clarity of our Catholic identify?”  While there is no disagreement with our shepherd’s sentiments too many of our co-religionists act in a way incompatible with them. When asked why they absent themselves from the Sunday Eucharist they respond with diverse excuses:  on vacation, at work, away with family, and other assorted rationales.  Even our young people are forced by circumstances to collaborate these attitudes:  “My parents were too tired; my grandmother came over; and we had a ballgame.  These attitudes are certainly much different from former generations and indeed the cause of our spiritual leader’s concern.  But his and our observations go beyond the liturgical.
As a skilled theologian and historian, the Archbishop looks to the experience of our elder brothers in faith:  the Jewish community.  “Observance of the Sabbath is now, and has been since time immemorial, a constitutive part of being a Jew.  Even if many Jews today, like Catholics, no longer observe the Sabbath, it remains a distinctive mark of identity.  The Sabbath is a gift from the Jews to the religious patrimony of the human race.  What lies at the heart of this gift?  It is our one protest against the tyranny of time.  Or perhaps it would be better to say that it is our refuge from the ravages of time.  Or perhaps better still:  It is our sanctuary from the daily, petty concerns which can easily fill up every available moment.”  A very valuable example comes from a New York City retailer.  In all of their media spots they advise possible customers that they are open except on Friday afternoons and Saturdays.  This company is owned and operated by members of the Orthodox Jewish community.

Speaking for our religious tradition Pope John Paul II wrote Dies Domini.  Our Archbishop recalls his words:  “The custom of the ‘weekend’ has become more widespread, a weekly period of respite, spent perhaps far from home and often involving participation in cultural, political or sporting events which are usually held on free days.  This social and cultural phenomenon is by no means without its positive aspects if, while respecting true values, it can contribute to people’s development and to the advancement of the life of society as a whole.  All of this responds not only to the need for rest, but also for the need of celebration which is inherent in our humanity.  Unfortunately, when Sunday loses its fundamental meaning and becomes merely part of a ‘weekend’, it can happen that people stay locked within a horizon so limited that they can no longer see the heavens.  Hence, though ready to celebrate, they are really incapable of doing so.  The disciples of Christ, however, are asked to avoid any confusion between the celebration of Sunday, which should truly be a way of keeping the Lord’s Day holy, and the ‘weekend’ understood as a time of simple rest and relaxation.”  Concurring with this encyclical, our Archbishop writes:  “As the pace of life quickens, we are in danger of losing weekend rest, let alone true Sabbath rest.  So often our weekends have become periods of intense activity – some people might even find it a relief to get back to the regular routine on Monday morning after a frenetic weekend.  In such an environment, we need Sunday all the more, to enter into the Sabbath rest of God, to worship Him, and to realize that our salvation comes not from the many good 
things we do, but from what God has done for us in Jesus Christ.”  When is the last time you have really rested?  When was the computer turned off, the phone not answered, and work put aside?  Young people’s activities as well often take priority over family life.

The central event of our day of rest must be the Eucharist.  Not simply because it is an ecclesial precept to attend but because “the heart of Sunday must be the Mass!  How could it be anything else?  The Mass is nothing else but the supreme work of the Lord Jesus, and nothing else will do to mark the Lord’s Day, the day of salvation, the day of the Church!”  Archbishop Dolan further witnesses:  “There are many things that I have to do as Archbishop of New York, but there is nothing more central, no blessing greater, no work more important than offering the Mass on Sunday, whether it be in the morning at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, or later in the day in our parish churches.  No matter how much we accomplish during the week by our efforts, nothing can compare to what God does at Mass – drawing together His people into the new covenant, fashioning them together into the communion of the Church, sanctifying them by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and nourishing them by the Holy Eucharist, the Body and  Blood of the Lord Jesus offered on the Cross for the redemption of the world!  How can this not be the heart of our week?  How can we not live for Sunday and the Sunday Mass?”

Later on in his pastoral letter our Shepherd challenges his brothers to recall in the Year for Priests that we must recognize in the mode of our celebration the ultimate significance of our priestly lives.  With the Cure of Ars we must lead all to the altar of God.

I know that if you are reading these words you are the proverbial “choir”.  But even the choir needs encouragement.  May I ask you not only to reassess your activities vis a vis the Lord’s Day but also to invite another to join you and your family at Mass.  If you love them, why not give your very best.

Let us pray for each other and our Archbishop.

Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian
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