ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

NOVEMBER 22, 2009
FEAST OF CHRIST the KING
                      WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, November 21
9:00am
Dr and Mrs George Benvie and Mary F Brown
5:30pm
James and Theresa Contarino – Children 
Sunday, November 22
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka 
9:00am 
Mary Areno – Husband, Alex


11:00am
Patrick A King – Noreen and Rita McCarron 
Monday, November 23 
9:00am
John Towers, Jr – Maryann Towers
Tuesday, November 24
9:00am
Gail Rosler – Bob and Gerri Matthews 
Wednesday, November 25
9:00am
Flo Dunn – Dunn Family 
Thursday, November 26
9:00am
Rocco Cacchio – Joan Cacchio 
Friday, November 27
9:00am
Peter Klein - Family
Saturday, November 28
9:00am
Souls in Purgatory
5:30pm
Souls in Purgatory
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
November 15, 2009        $5574.00 

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

******Next Sunday begins new Mass schedule *****
There will be a 5:30pm Mass on Sunday evenings beginning November 29 and continuing until Palm Sunday

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

November 22

Guy Delia, Barbara Schollmeyer, Veronica Weiss, Robert Viola, Christine Fairbanks, Mary Ellen Bodack, Christopher Mylod, Dan Halton, Meredith Fanelli, Sal Cannella, Dominick Cussano

November 23

Elizabeth Boyle, Lynsey Senchak, Barbara Kurdziel, Kristen Schaeffer, Caroline Kiernan Domenick Cuccia, John Hicks, Darcy McPherson, Cyndi West, Sandra Diesing, Christopher Lauricella, Leonard Fanelli, Beatrice Allen, Jake Sinclair, Gabriel Neider, Maureen Nelson

November 24

Jessica Burke, Michael Burke, William Diehl, Edith Myers, Katherine Muir, Theresa Maclarion, Kristopher Riley, Anthony Sierra, Michael Strazza, George Vermilyea, Kristy Jablonka, Allen Diehl, Moses Ouma

November 25

Andrew Murphy, Joanne Binder, Hans Klein, Denise Ofca, Florence Morrison, Ryan Polletta, Danielle Cussick, Leonard Lacken, Carol diPalo, Linda Ferolito, Michael Olivier

November 26

Matthew Hayes, Vincent Donatelli, Louis Quattrociocchi, Martin Altier, Carole McGrath, Laura Cannella, Deborah Geraci, Darren Schucker, Brendan Donnelly

November 27
Francis Binder, Timothy Wolfe, Stephen Olenik, Linda Fasolino, Adam Hoolihan, Heather Harmuth, Laura Kelly, Dylan Zocchi,

November 28

Brianna Konyn, Scott Cussick, Stephanie Thatcher, Karli Leinweaver, Christie Sablinski, Mary Julia, William Avezzano

Dylan Jimenez
BLOOD DRIVE: NOV 29
Next Sunday, Hudson Valley Blood Services will be here for its November blood drive hosted by our Knights of Columbus. Walk ins welcome. 
ALTAR FLOWERS
Bouquets on the altar this week, as well as the cornucopia arrangement in front of the altar, are in memory of 

Kenneth and Ida Spinski

Requested by Dianne Serkowski    
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JELLY NEWS

Once again, the “St Staners” have outdone themselves in generosity!  I have sent a check of $1906 to the  Sisters in Guatemala to benefit the poor. Thank you so much

Thanks to Fr Brian and a cohort of volunteers: Doris Glusenkamp, Ed and Ann Killmer, Peg Lombardi, Maryann Towers, Mary Ellen Ulbrandt, Irene and George Manelski, Dale Dydo, Carmela Kenney, Maryann Sambells,  Mary Murray, and Barbara Eylers. 

If you are reluctant to encourage your children to consider religious life, I can assure, even in my short five years in your parish, I have experienced countless joys and blessings and have enjoyed the friendship of beautiful people! My 55 years in religious life have given me the hundredfold which you read about in scripture. 
You will always be in my prayers.









Sr. Mary 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES HOLIDAY PROGRAMS

Christmas will be here before we know it and Catholic Charities Community Services is asking for help making the Christmas season a joyful one for families it serves throughout the year.  We are seeking donors to “adopt” families in need to provide them with Christmas gifts.  If you or your family, friends or co-workers would like to Adopt-a-Family, please call the Catholic Charities Community Services office at 452-1400x4217 to speak with Mary Marshall or email at: mary.marshall@archny.org
You select the family size and we will give you a profile with everything you need to know to shop for your Adopted family (ages, sizes, etc.).  Gifts may be dropped off at the Archdiocesan Catholic Center, 218 Church Street before December 11 or, if you are unable to deliver, we will arrange for a volunteer to pick up the gifts at your convenience.  Please help us make Christmas special for local families in need.

ST. STANISLAUS CHRISTMAS SHOW

 & TREE LIGHTNING
The Annual St. Stan’s Christmas Show will be on Sunday, December 13th.  The festivities will begin at 2pm with our Christmas Play and other performances from parish organizations.  Then we will share in a Potluck Supper, followed by Christmas Carols in the Church at 4:15 PM and then we will process outside to light the big tree and the front of our Church.  We will end the evening with dessert
in the hall.  Plan on bringing the whole family.  It’s a great way to start the holidays.  Sign up sheets for the potluck will be out soon.
SEMI ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS

Our semi annual Memorial Mass for those who have lost a loved one in the past 6 months will be on Saturday, November 28 at 10am.  To those who we know have suffered a loss. Call Nancy Dunn  635-1700 to RSVP  

PLEASANT VALLEY ECUMENICAL

THANKSGIVING SERVICE
All are invited to this year’s Thanksgiving service at the PV Presbyterian Church at 7pm on Tuesday, Nov 24. All four Pleasant Valley pastors will participate and all are welcome. As always an offering will be taken up to support the Food Pantry.

THANKSGIVING  DAY MASS
All are invited to attend 9am Mass  at St Stanislaus to give thanks for the many blessings received.  The tradition Fr Brian has brought with him is to distribute blessed  bread to break with the family along with a thanksgiving prayer.

             A wonderful way to begin the day !  

GIFT SUNDAY : DECEMBER 13
Another tradition Fr Brian has begun is to have the third Sunday in Advent as Gift Sunday. On that day all who would like to bring toys/ gifts for either the Lutheran Care residents  or the Franciscan Handmaids of Mary (see details below), please place them on the altar as an offering for the Advent season. 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR

 LUTHERAN CARE RESIDENTS
Each year The Lutheran Care Center looks to provide gifts for its residents – especially those who have no family.

The following UNWRAPPED items are suggested

MEN: shirts, light weight PJ, undershirts (XL/ 2XL)

WOMEN: blouses (front opening), nightgowns ( back or front opening) , costume jewelry, perfume, toiletries

MEN AND WOMEN: socks, sweat suits, cardigan sweaters, slippers, large print calendars, wall or table clock

Miscellaneous: books, video/ audio cassettes/ CDs / radios, CD players/ small televisions/ computer games/ board games

PLEASE no used items/ stuffed animals or artificial plants

This facility, within our parish boundaries, is served by Fr Brian, Fr Perry  and many volunteers  and holds a special place in our hearts. Please consider giving to these, your fellow parishioners

FRANCISCAN HANDMAIDS OF MARY
For the last thirty years, Fr Brian and the parishes where he has served have given gifts of toys and food to the Franciscan Sisters who serve with the working poor in New York City. Please bring unwrapped toys or nonperishable food December 14 as we will have Gift Sunday at St Stanislaus.  Please place the toys and /or food in front of the altar before all masses.. Thank you for your generosity to God’s poor!!
CARDS AND HARD CANDIES FOR INMATES

Although Deacon John is now working at Sing Sing Correctional, the needs of the inmates are the same. He is grateful for past donations again hopeful for donations of Christmas cards ( not mass or novena cards) and hard candies ( both sugar free and regular).  The cards are given out soon so that they are able to send to family for the holiday. The candies are a Christmas treat packed for Christmas eve. Many thanks again for your generosity. Boxes will be at the doors for the next few weeks. 

CYO APOSTOLIC PROJECT

The Archdiocesan CYO Teenage Federation has chosen   to support the work of Ronald McDonald House for its charity this year at the annual Conference in December.  They will be collecting Flip tabs from soda, soup, fruit and vegetable cans. There will be a receptacle to place these tabs at the doors of the church next week and throughout November. 
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FUSILEERS  - ADOPT A SOLDIER

In memory of Lindy McMorris, the Fusileers Fife & Drum Corps is again sponsoring their “Adopt A Soldier for the Holidays” program.  Any donations of travel size toiletries, small hand-held games, non-perishable snacks and crackers, playing cards etc. are welcome.  Also, if you want to help defray the cost of postage a monetary gift is appreciated.  For more information , please call Dave at 227-5412. 
PASTOR’S NOTES

For some this season of celebrations might seem rather void of joy.  The nation’s economy, the political morass and the international situation all seem to contribute to a hopeless sadness.  These realities have been brought home to us by the unemployment of some, family members in harm’s way, and lack of societal support for our moral values.  But because we look beyond the momentary to the eternal, the mundane to the spiritual, and the individual to the community we realize both that we have endured hardships before, and with God’s help we will overcome these.  And this is the primary reason for a true spirit of thanksgiving.

History reminds us of the many people and circumstances which have been tested and proven victorious.  Our own country was born because of the willingness of property owners, merchants, and laborers to leave their home and families and shiver in the cold of Valley Forge awaiting the wisdom of God and man to push them forward in the cause of liberty.  Many, if not most, had doubts whether their sacrifices would matter.  Nonetheless, they maintained the hope of freedom for the generations to come.  We recall that Congress was split down the middle. Violence would break out almost daily in its halls and in the surrounding city.  The bitterness of Washington, indeed, had infected the nation, as a whole.  The President was excoriated by some, and hailed by others.  Unfortunately, angry words soon turned into bloody swords.  The very future of the nation became threatened.  The death

of so many kept the Union intact.  One Black Friday’s bargains would soon be forgotten in the wake of the island’s destruction on December 7.  For the next four plus years millions of families would celebrate Thanksgiving Day fearful that they would never be together again.  Those sentiments would be present years later as concerned relatives remembered their young in Korea, Vietnam, Kosovo, and now Iraq and Afghanistan.  Some of our seniors can relate to us tales of financial ruin, job loss, and house foreclosure caused by the Great Depression.  Since then so many have been dislocated  by outsourcing, computerization, and recession.  Our times will be forever colored by memories of the burning towers and a country under siege.  Never did life seem so fragile.

But the present day is also built upon other experiences.  So many of our ancestors came from foreign lands.  They built our skyscrapers, plowed our fields, and guarded our cities.  The church faced with the needs of people for the Gospel and Charity established religious orders that taught the young, healed the sick, and received the homeless.  The darkest moments of the nation’s history gave birth to the heroism of its citizens.  George Washington fought his war with the fortunes pledged by Charles Carroll of Carrolleton.  General Pershing led troops ministered to by Father Francis Duffy.  Fiorello LaGuardia  welcomed an immigrant population served by Fr. Robert Stein and his colleagues.
Our times are the result of tragedies and triumphs.  On this Thanksgiving Day we can celebrate because of the courage of those who have gone before us.  What our children will appreciate in the future depends very much on our efforts.  Will we imitate our predecessors and continue to dream dreams and create opportunities for a better tomorrow or will we surrender to our fears and give victory to the doomsayers both within and without our church and society.  We can set the table for those yet to come.

This time is one of socialization as well as spiritual significance.  To those of us who have much we should at least give a little.  To those of us who have a little, we should give to those who have none.  In these difficult days our local Food Bank is always seeking support.  It is wonderful to acknowledge that a number of our parishioners volunteer at its location at the Methodist Church.  Also seeking assistance at this time of year is Dutchess Outreach.  And though their local residential program is in hiatus, Good Counsel Home is still reaching out to young mothers and their children.  These courageous women who have stood for life deserve our support as they face very difficult circumstances.  They require diapers, baby food, powder and other necessities.  Of course, they too could use food stuffs as well as monetary gifts.  If you wish, you can drop anything you can at the Rectory office.  And I will see to it that it gets to the right place.

There are three spiritual celebrations which encourage our focus on the providential care of God.  This Sunday, the Dutchess County Interfaith Council is conducting its annual Thanksgiving service at Vassar Temple at 7:00 p.m.  Members of various religious traditions will express their gratitude in a form consistent with their faith.  (I must say that the very existence of such a group and program is a major reason to give thanks.  I can recall the day we could not even enter a non-Catholic house of worship.  What a difference Blessed John XXIII caused in calling the Second Vatican Council.)  On Tuesday, our parish will participate in our local ecumenical service.  At 7:00p.m. we will gather at First Presbyterian Church next to the library.  (You can park here and then walk over to the sanctuary).  All congregations will participate.  As has been the tradition donations for the food bank will be most appreciated.  It is a great joy to be in a community where all leaders are in dialogue.  Finally, what would Thanksgiving be without coming together for Mass at 9:00a.m.  Our concelebrated liturgy will nourish us spiritually locating our gratitude in our relationship with the “giver of all good gifts.”  As we did last year at the conclusion of Mass we will bless loaves of bread to be received by all attending the Mass.  With each loaf comes a blessing to be recited as the bread is distributed during the family meal.  I look forward to the opportunity of greeting you this week.  Let us always gather together.

 Vivat Jesus
Fr. Brian
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