ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

NOVEMBER 29, 2009
1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, November 28
9:00am
Dr and Mrs George Benvie  and Mary F. Brown
5:30pm
Richard Silvernail - wife
Sunday, November 29
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus kostka
9:00am 
Ursula Maisto – DeWald Family
11:00am
Louise/ Humbert Maggiacomo – Paul Maggiacomo
Monday, November 30
9:00am
Souls in Purgatory
Tuesday, December 1
9:00am
John Koralishn – Fr Brian and St Stanislaus Family
Wednesday, December 2
9:00am
Mary Walker – Marge and Kevin Sullivan
Thursday, December 3
9:00am
John Koralishn – Jean Sturz
Friday, December  4
9:00am
Special Intention


Saturday,  December 5
9:00am
Joseph Czarnecki- Antoinette Czarnecki 
5:30pm
People of St Stanislaus Kostka 


ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
November 22, 2009

Will be reported next week
Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

BLOOD DRIVE THIS SUNDAY
9am-2:30pm in our Religious Ed Building !
Walk –ins welcome

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
November 29

William Baker, Sarah Carbone, Darlene Smith, Kenneth Wallace, Jr. Austin Dupilka, Patrick Hayes, Michael Gatto, David Neziri, Nicole Kelly, Sandra Martinez

November 30

Dorothy Ofca, Colin Zamow, Megan Pagano, Ashley McGillicuddy, Christine Futyma, Simone Ramos, Taylor Cohan, Karen Donatelli, John DiBlasi, Emily Schneider, Kevin Eckert, Daniella Fanelli, Michele Foriska

December 1

John Hudak, Jason Nicoletti, Herb Redl, Concetta Lozito, Kathryn Filiberti, John Trocino, Dana Nesheiwat, John Raisch, Brandon Conde, Kaitlyn Stagno, Judith O’Connor, Jennifer Halstead, Michael Baird

December 2

Donna Curcio, Theresa Richardson, Alan Crotty, Millie DeProssino, David Clark, Darren Kochanowski, Dennis Skiadas, Laura Deluca, Mercedes Gutierrez

December 3

Glenn Reinheimer, Celeste Bettina, Christi Battistoni, Connor McCourt, Annina Lloyd, Anthony Ciaramello, Paul Fishwick, James Ross, LeeAnn Eckhardt, Christine DeMild, Brandon Long, Alyssa Franzken

December 4

Florence Gallagher, John Paleveda, Carol Coffey, Maria Scuderi, Melanie Cass, Thomas Pierantozzi, Kathleen Ermo, Robert Cross, Michael Anthony

December 5

Steven Lafalce, Heather Pelton, Nicole Marinaro, Denny Curtis, Stephen Wood, Matthew Wrona, Ernest Verdis, Elizabeth Judson, Hope Andrews, Eileen Eckert, John Papineau, Alexa Reyes , Bianca Reyes, Theresa Myers
ALTAR FLOWERS IN ADVENT
In keeping with the spirit of sacrifice, there will be no bouquets on the altar during Advent except for the 2 Sundays preceding feasts of our Blessed Mother: December 6 and 13. 
FIRST FRIDAY ADORATION – December 4
  We will continue with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from 9:30am-8pm on December 4. Sign up sheets are at the doors of the church to cover  each hour. Thank you !!  

. 
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ADVENT CANDLES

Advent candles are available at the doors of the Church for your home use. As with the Jesus and Mary dolls, a free will donation is appreciated! 

THROUGH THE EYES OF THE MAGI

During the next 4 weeks let us consider a perspective of the Magi as they saw the star to guide them to the new King! 
_____Feel the hunger 

_____Let yourself  be led 

_____Travel together
_____ Don’t forget the gifts
Feel the Hunger

The focus this week is lightening up! If the Magi had loaded up on material goods and foodstuffs they could never have made the journey---or wanted to make the journey. How many distractions are loading us down?  Do we even want to make the journey? The Magi from the East  must have been looking for more in their lives to muster the courage to set out for points unknown….They must have had an inner hunger that drove them on …. Do we have that hunger and courage to seek the Lord this Advent Season……
ST. STANISLAUS CHRISTMAS SHOW

 & TREE LIGHTNING

The Annual St. Stan’s Christmas Show will be on Sunday, December 13th.  The festivities will begin at 2pm with our Christmas Play and other performances from parish organizations.  Then we will share in a Potluck Supper, followed by Christmas Carols in the Church at 4:15 PM and then we will process outside to light the big tree and the front of our Church.  We will end the evening with dessert
in the hall.  Plan on bringing the whole family.  It’s a great way to start the holidays.  Sign up sheets for the potluck will be out soon
SINGERS FOR CHRISTMAS EVE

6pm and Midnight

The adult choir extends an invitation to anyone interested in participating in the 6:00 p.m  Mass and/or Midnight Mass on

Christmas Eve.  The choir rehearses at 4:00 p.m. on Saturdays before the 5:30 p.m. Mass.  If interested, please see

Dr. Rose after the 5:30 p.m. Mass or call Dianne Serkowski  at the parish office (635-1700, ext. 13).
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER

The next Weekend is February 12 – 14.  For more information call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME
SENIOR CHRISTMAS GATHERING

December 15 – 9:30-11am

 We invite all Seniors to attend on the 15th for a nice buffet breakfast, caroling, and door prizes. Instead of a grab bag gift, a great suggestion has been made to bring $5 of canned goods for the PV Food Pantry
GIFT SUNDAY : DECEMBER 13
Another tradition Fr Brian has begun is to designate the 3rd
 Sunday in Advent as Gift Sunday. On that day all who would like to bring toys/ gifts for either the Lutheran Care residents or the Franciscan Handmaids of Mary
 (see details below), please place them in the sanctuary area as an offering for the Advent season. 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR

 LUTHERAN CARE RESIDENTS
Each year The Lutheran Care Center looks to provide gifts for its residents – especially those who have no family.

The following UNWRAPPED items are suggested

MEN: shirts, light weight PJ, undershirts (XL/ 2XL)

WOMEN: blouses (front opening), nightgowns ( back or front opening) , costume jewelry, perfume, toiletries

MEN AND WOMEN: socks, sweat suits, cardigan sweaters, slippers, large print calendars, wall or table clock

Miscellaneous: books, video/ audio cassettes/ CDs / radios, CD players/ small televisions/ computer games/ board games

PLEASE no used items/ stuffed animals or artificial plants

This facility, within our parish boundaries, is served by Fr Brian, Fr Perry  and many volunteers  and holds a special place in our hearts. Please consider giving to these, your fellow parishioners

FRANCISCAN HANDMAIDS OF MARY
For the last thirty years, Fr Brian and the parishes where he has served have given gifts of toys and food to the Franciscan Sisters who serve with the working poor in New York City. Please bring unwrapped toys or nonperishable food December 14 as we will have Gift Sunday at St Stanislaus.  Please place the toys and /or food in front of the altar before all masses.. Thank you for your generosity to God’s poor!!
CYO TEEN CLUB

Please keep our teens in your prayers next weekend as they participate in the CYO Teenage Federation Annual Conference.  This is a wonderful weekend filled with liturgies, prayer, keynote speakers and exceptional entertainment.  The teens will share in concerts, dances and some recreational activities.  A special thank you goes to all those who have supported our fundraising efforts to help finance some of the weekend.

Last chance to help the teens with their Apostolic Project to support Ronal McDonald House but donating your can flip tops.  A basket is at the doors of the Church near the kitchen.  Thank you to all who have already contributed.
CYO IMPACT RETREAT
We are sorry to those teens who had signed up for the November IMPACT.  Circumstance were such that the weekend had to be canceled.  Please mark you calendars for January 29,30 &31 for the next weekend.
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PASTOR’S NOTES

How many times in our life we have said:” I wish I could start over.” Or “If I knew then what I know now.”  The Church offers us such an opportunity as she ushers in a new liturgical year.  The reflections of Advent assist us in focusing on the relationship we have with Christ as it looks forward to His coming again and remembers this humble birth in Bethlehem.  The first goal is contained in the liturgies that are celebrated until December 16th while the latter days’ liturgies recall the Promise fulfilled.

From the earliest days of human history creation has been in rebellion.  Though God has reached out continually through the Prophets and ultimately, through the Son with an invitation to reconciliation, man has continued on a path of self-destruction.  The challenge for the believer is to observe the manner in which the faithful of biblical and ecclesial times embraced the Lord’s forgiveness.  Throughout the Old Testament we see the People of God crying out for what they might need.  There is an intimacy in the communication between the Divine and Noah, Abraham, Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and so many others.  And, of course Jesus not only constantly “goes off by Himself” to pray, He teaches the disciples to call out “Our Father.”  With Augustine we say: “Our hearts are restless, ‘til they rest in Thee.”  From Aquinas and Anthony of Padua to Neumann and Merton we see the efforts of the heart of man to commune with the Trinity of Persons.  But as in all relationships words are only the preamble.  From ancient days the community made aware of God’s anger resorted to acts of fasting to demonstrate repentance.  John the Baptist and his followers fasted perhaps because they were a part of the ascetic community of Essenes.  Christ reminded His listeners that His friends “will fast when the Bridegroom is taken from them.”  Throughout the centuries religious communities and individual saw the effectiveness of fasting in expressing sorrow for sin as well as clarifying one’s control over passions.  Caring for those less fortunate has always been a mandate for the believers.  We are our “brother’s keeper.”  The prophets excoriate those who care not for the widow and the orphan.  The Acts of the Apostles relates the ordination of deacons for the purpose of looking after the young community’s material needs The Church’s mendicant orders were formed to not only respond to the needs of the destitute but also to challenge the larger Catholic community to open their eyes and hearts and react with true justice and charity to all in want.  In this holy season we are called to utilize the traditional triad to embody our joy in Christ.  Our prayer life should be strengthened by daily attendance at the Eucharist or at least a daily visit to the Blessed Sacrament.  Spiritual reading is an important component of growth.  The wisdom of saints can be supplemented by modern religious writers such as Henri Nouwen, Thomas Merton, Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Scott Hahn, and so many others.  The recitation of the Rosary assists us in focusing on the salvific events which have given hope to all who would believe.  A particular prayerful tradition of Advent is the wreath with four candles (three purple and one rose).  Its circular nature reminds of the eternal existence of God and the eternity to which He invites us.  The evergreens that normally grace it tell of the unchanging love of God for us.  Though our fidelity at times, might be tested by sin, He never fails us and desires us always to be present and mirror His love.  The candles as they are lit encourage us to persevere: the promise will be fulfilled.  The sacrifices we make on earth are minor compared to the gift to be received.  The single colored candle recognizes that the ephemeral happiness of earthly goods is but a foretaste of the joy that will be ours as part of the Community of Saints.  Though Lent has been known as more penitential, the practicing of the fast in the preparatory season has a significance as well.  Abstinence on more the one day a week is laudatory.  The restriction in the size and number of meals gives evidence of our serious effort to not have in our lives elements which hinders our ability to recognize correct priorities.  In honoring the Christ Child we all might consider giving up for a time treats or activities that give us pleasure.

For many, as they review God’s generosity to themselves and their families, this time is one to focus on charity.  Locally, Lutheran Care Center has sent us a wish list for their senior residents.  As we say Mass there weekly it is noticeable how much older our nation is getting.  Years ago it would be rather rare for someone to see a whole century, but today it is quite common.  While some have wonderful friends and family visiting others go wanting since they might have outlived all others, have come from a different part of the country or world or initially come from a small family.  The youth of our parish are once again adopting a poor family (more if they can).  They will be looking for your assistance.  Personally I would like to call upon all our families to work with me in aiding the Franciscan Handmaids of Mary.  For over thirty years I have been bringing toys and food to them for the working poor.  With the support of parishioners and brother Knights of Columbus those who only have bare sustenance have a reason to celebrate.  I wish you could be there to see the joy of the faces of children from one to twelve when they receive a gift that will remove them at least for a few moments from the desperation of their daily lives.  Sister Anthony (still alive and kicking in her 80’s), Sister Maria Gorretti, and all the religious who work daily in their convent and nursery appreciate all they receive.  On December 13th we will have gift Sunday.  You can leave the children’s gift in front of the altar. (And I would not complain if our dining room in the rectory were filled)  Whatever you can do is appreciated.
Lets make Advent a real time of coming closer to the One who is approaching us.

Jesus Vivat

Fr. Brian

CONFIRMATION 2010
There will be a question and answer session for all Confirmation Candidates and their parents on December 14th at 6:30-8:00pm.  During this session the teens or their parents can ask any question regarding the Faith.  
All Sponsor forms, Cnfirmation Applications and Confirmation names must be submitted prior to this session.
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