ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

APRIL 18, 2010             
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, April 17
9:00am
Adolph Birkenmeyer – Tighe Family
5:30pm
Gertrude Tarkos – Lawris, Pat, Alice
Sunday, April 18
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Rita McCarron – Murray Family
11:00am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
Monday, April 19
9:00am
Eugene Manelski – Maryann and Mary Ellen
Tuesday, April 20
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, April 21
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday,April 22
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, April 23
9:00am
Anna DeWald – DeWald Family
Saturday, April 24 
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
April 11, 2010               $5580.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

Don’t forget your pledge to the
ARCHDIOCESAN STEWARDSHIP APPEAL!

        Goal is 100% parish family participation
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
April 18

Rocco Veronesi, Diane McCarron, Susan McRitchie, Mark Lawlor, Jon Campanella, Meghan Kiernan, Linda Eddy, Kesley Conahan, Jeffrey Tagliamonte

April 19

James Carroll, Nancy Watroba, Patrick Smith, Michael Linnane, Lucille Hall, Kathleen Grunow, Mark Raisch, Russell Benes, Isabel Czech, Michael Czech, Joann Berger, Magdalena Godofsky, Kerry Bevens, TimothyMcCormack, Jr.

April 20

Susan Berger, Dianne Herdziik, David Hinsch, Eric Near, Margaret Reed, Joan Kelley, Christian Rivera, Christopher Stabell, Valentine Kochanowski, Ana Cordiero, 
April 21

Jason Williams, Eithne Kost, Lillian Arco, Felicity Wager, William Givison, Jr., John Pratt, Victoria Lane, Gabriella Zocchi, Amy Zocchi, Peter Krauss, Felicity Shaffer 

April 22

Daniel McGarril, Eileen Justvig, Robert Donaldson, Sarah Mogan, Danielle Defraia, Kayla Franzken, Sarah Franzken, Laurie Colantuono, Amanda Cimillo, Natalia Cossentino

April 23

Brendan Dotterer, Yanira Hajali, Maryann Towers, Patricia Farrell, Austin Leitmann, Thomas Steigerwald, Adriana Fracchia, Kristine Cullen, Carlos Bernabel, Eva Eberhard, Patrick McKeever, Margaret Shanney, Marc Angot, Albert Gallagher

April 24

Janice Burke, Henry Fischer, III, Kathryn Marrinan, Timothy Minholz, Kyle McRitchie, Robert Fracchia, Michael Pasquale, Joseph Moran, Reese Hanson, Derrick Davis, Jr. Christine Duffy, Sharon Pacheco, Pam McHugh, Greta Hunter, Jeanne Johnson
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
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GET READY FOR SUMMER WITH AEROBICS!
4 weeks in May
Join us on Monday nights for a 4-week Aerobics series to get ready for the active summer season ahead! Classes are from 6:30 to 7:30 pm beginning on May 3 through May 24.  Wear comfortable clothing and sneakers.  Bring along a pair of 

hand weights (3-5 lbs ea.), a mat for floorwork, and water.  We will work our cardiovascular system, strengthen our major muscle groups, and cool it all down with some flexibility training.  The cost is $30 for the series, or $10/class for walk-ins. Classes are led by Leigh Toth, ACSM-certified personal trainer and credentialed group exercise leader.  For questions, please contact Leigh at lattraining@hvc.rr.com or (845)309-4528.  All adults are welcome!
K OF C SPRING FLING

The Knights of Columbus are planning a dinner dance for Saturday, June 19th.    Music will be provided by our very own Mark Raisch.  Last years dinner dance was a great success and all who attended had a wonderful evening filled with great food, dancing and friendship.  We hope you will plan on joining in on the fun.   Keep checking the bulletin for more details.  
JOE GIRADI BASEBALL

The Knights of Columbus will also be selling tickets to a raffle for an Autographed Baseball by New York Yankee World Series Champion Manger Joe Girardi.  Tickets are $2 each or 3 for $5 and all proceeds will go towards the purchase of Our Lady of Guadalupe Statue for Sing Sing prison.  The Raffle will take place this  Sunday: April 18, 2010.  Don’t miss out on your chance to have this wonderful keepsake.  K of C will be at the doors of the church after Masses or you can purchase a ticket in the parish office.
ULTIMATE DISCOUNT CARD

The K of C are also selling the very popular Ultimate Discount Card.  Purchasing the $10 card gives you many valuable discounts to local businesses such as McDonalds, Dunkin Donuts, HoeBowl, Cosimos, Planet Wings, The Palace Diner, UNO’s,  Adams, STS Tire & Auto, Arlington Wine & Liquor, Red Cap Cleaners and many, many more.  Cards are available from the K of C after Masses and in the parish office
BIRTHRIGHT OF DUTCHESS COUNTY, INC.
VICTORIAN TEA FUNDRAISER
A Victorian Tea will be held on Saturday, April 25th from 2 to 4 p.m. at Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church in Poughkeepsie.  The tea is sponsored by St. Ann’s Society.  The Golden Age singers will perform.  Please call Ann at 454-8145 to make reservations by April 21st.  Prizes to be awarded for best hat.  Free will donations will benefit Birthright
YOUTH GROUPS

All Youth Groups will meet on today Sunday, April 18th.  LYG, Bolts & CYO.   The LYG will meet at 3:30 to 5pm.  The bolts and CYO will have a smack down Volleyball game at 5pm-6:30pm Members of the LYG are welcome to stay and watch the Volleyball challenge.  (Mrs. Rossi will stay to supervise any LYG members who remain.)  Sure to be a great day.  Plan on being there and bring a friend.  Bolts and CYO wear sneakers and come prepared to play!!!
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Re-Registration for 2010-2011:  Yes its time to think about registration for next years Religious Education Classes.  To better fit the needs of our families we have adjusted our schedule.  Classes will be held on Tuesday at 4:45-6:15 for grades 1,2,3,4 & 5,  Wednesday 4:45-6:15 for grades 2,3,4,5 & 6, and Thursdays 4:15-5:45 grades K,1& 2 and 6:15-7:45 for grades 3,4,5 & 6.  These changes enable us to use the  religious education building in a more efficient way & give parents the opportunity to have children of various ages attend class on the same day.   7th & 8th Grade & Confirmation classes will remain the same.  Letters will be sent home describing the registration process & detailing all fees.

8th Grade:  The next 8th Grade session will be held on Sunday, April 25th from 11am-5:00pm.  All Mass journals should be handed in that day.

8th grade moving up:  The date for this session has been changed.  It will now be held on Monday, May 17th at 7PM.  This is a very special evening where our 8th Grade students become candidates for Confirmation 2011.  Parents, grandparents and siblings should be invited to attend. 
ST. STANISLAUS RELAY FOR LIFE TEAM
THE JEBBIES

St. Stan’s will once again have a team participating in the Annual Relay for Life in Rhinebeck, which is a fund raiser for the American Cancer Society.  Our team called The Jebbies, led by the Lang Family will be walking the track June 4, 5,& 6th.  There will be an informational meeting for anyone who would like to join the team, on Wednesday, April 28th.  Time to be announced.  Please think about joining the team and being a part of this awesome weekend. Watch the bulletin for ways that we all can help their efforts.
ST STANISLAUS NURSERY SCHOOL 
OPEN HOUSE 
It’s time to start thinking of registration for the Fall.

Open House will be on:

Sunday, May 2, 8:30- 12:30 and Tuesday May,4  6:00-7:30. 

Our Nursery School provides a warm and caring environment for children's ages three and four. The focus of our curriculum is to allow the children to grow socially, educationally and spiritually in a Catholic environment. 
Our program includes games, day trips and an encouragement for children to grow at their own pace. We make sure they are prepared for entering kindergarten as well as having the foundations of a Catholic religious education. There are always one teacher and one teacher's assistant present at every session. 
Please visit us on our Open house!
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PASTOR’S NOTES
Next week we will be called upon by our Holy Father to celebrate the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  With that in mind I thought it apt to discuss lay ministry in our Church.  No one can spend more than a few moments at Saint Stanislaus Kostka to realize the gift that is given by so many as they fulfill their Baptismal promises.  While the history of our parish reveals that this has been a reality for some decades it is now being recognized as a necessary aspect of our universal faith community.

In the recent work:  “Co-workers in the Vineyard of the Lord” our American Bishops published a strategy for the involvement of lay persons in ministry.  Before we go much further a statement must be made which acknowledges that the desire of our leaders to see an increase in the involvement of the laity in the work of the church is not so much caused by a dearth of priestly and religious vocations as it is by a renewed understanding of the concept of communio and the munera of Baptism found in the documents of Vatican II.  As the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church states we must acknowledge “ that all Christians in whatever state or walk of life are called to the fullness of Christian life and to the perfection of charity, and this holiness is conducive to a more human way of life even in society here on earth.”  The Bishops’ document adds “all of the baptized are called to work toward the transformation of the world.  Most do this by working in the secular realm; some do this by working in the Church and focusing on the building of ecclesial communion, which has among its purposes the transformation of the world.  Working in the church is a path of Christian discipleship to be encouraged by the hierarchy.  The possibility that lay persons undertake Church ministries can be grounded in Scripture and the teachings of the Church, from St. Paul to the Second Vatican Council and in more recent documents. “Sharing in the function of Christ, priest, prophet, and king, the laity have an active part of their own in the life and activity of the Church.  Their activity within the church communities is so necessary that without it the apostolate of the pastors will frequently be unable to obtain its full effect.”

Perhaps some examples might flesh out the above concepts.  The Code of Canon Law requires the parish priest to ensure the proper religious education not only of the young but his whole parish.  It is necessary that he have dedicated men and women who will enter the classroom week after week to reveal by their words and example the message of the Gospel.  The Faith Formation Team of our parish is a model structure for the proclamation of the faith to an adult community in need of continual spiritual growth.  Societal problems must be addressed by the Church.  The development of ecclesial groups led by laity to assist in times of bereavement, to support the divorced and separated, and to reach out to the sick and homebound all assist those ordained to shepherd the People of God.

Such collaboration requires our Episcopal leaders demand “a special level of professional competence.”  Further, “their roles often require academic preparation, certification, credentialing, and a formation that integrates personal, spiritual, and pastoral dimensions.  Our Archdiocese has readily sought to contribute to the development of laity properly equipped for pastoral leaderships.  Programs and workshops are conducted for those who are called to youth ministry.  To assist lay catechists and parochial school teachers certification programs were established which cover theological content, pedagogical methodology, and spiritual development.  Most significantly, Cardinal Cooke responding to the recognitions of Vatican II concerning the rights and responsibilities of the faithful, established the Archdiocesan Catechetical Institute, (now known as the Institute of Religious Studies), to grant graduate degrees to those who desire to serve the church in positions of ministerial responsibility.

The Bishops recall that:  “Pope John Paul II…described the Church as ‘a mystery of Trinitarian communion in missionary tension”.  Continuing his thought our shepherds add:  “The church…is the communion of each Christian with the Triune God and, by means of it, the communion of all Christians with one another in Christ.  The Church is the communion of those called by Christ to be His disciples. Discipleship is the fundamental vocation in which the Church’s mission and ministry find full meaning.  The call to discipleship is first of all, a gift.  God offers to us a share in the Trinitarian communion, the love of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This is the essence of holiness, a participation in and belonging to God, the Holy One…All believers, through Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist, are formed into ‘a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people’ (1 Pt 2:9) and so share ‘a common dignity of members deriving from their rebirth in Christ, a common grace as sons and daughters, a common vocation to perfection, one salvation, one hope and undivided charity’…And so this gift in turn becomes a mission that must shape the whole of Christian life…All of the faithful are called in various ways to share in the Church’s mission of announcing the reign of God and transforming the world in the light of Christ…An ecclesiology of communion looks upon different gifts and functions not as adversarial but as enriching and complementary.  It appreciates the Church’s unity as an expression of the mutual and reciprocal gifts as brought into harmony by the Holy Spirit.  An ecclesiology of communion recognizes diversity in unity and acknowledges the Spirit as the source of all of the gifts that serve to build up Christ’s Body…In its broadest sense, ministry is to be understood as service (diakonia) and is the means for accomplishing mission in the communion of the Church.  It is a participation in and expression of Christ’s ministry.  Within this broad understanding of ministry…”the nature of the Church as an organic and ordered communion is revealed.
How strong a witness the Church would provide if each of the faithful fulfilled their mission with the gifts they have received!  How wonderful our faith is supported here at Saint Stanislaus Kostka as so many share their sense of communion in unique ways!

Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian
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