ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

APRIL 19, 2009
2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, April 18
9:00am
Intentions of John Vorel
5:30pm
Michael J Fisher, Jr –Esther Catanzaro
Sunday, April 19
7:30am
Alice Castellano – Mary Rose Jesus Medina
9:00am 
John Wolf – Schollmeyer Family
11:00am
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
Monday, April 20
9:00am
Patrick Leo Doherty  - Murray Family
Tuesday, April 21
9:00am
Intentions of John Vorel
Wednesday, April 22
9:00am
Dr and Mrs George Benvie  and Mary F Brown 
Thursday, April 23
9:00am
Anna DeWald – DeWald Family
Friday, April 24
9:00am
Intentions of John Vorel
Saturday,  April 25 
9:00am
Intentions of John Vorel
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
Palm   Sunday            
$6329.00

Easter Sunday  

     $12,891.00
Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

Don’t forget your pledge to the
 CARDINAL’S APPEAL!

Goal is 100% parish family participation 
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
April 19

James Carroll, Nancy Watroba, Patrick Smith, Michael Linnane, Lucille Hall, Kathleen Grunow, Mark Raisch, Russell Benes, Isabel Czech, Michael Czech, Joann Berger, Magdalena Godofsky, Kerry Bevens, Timothy McCormack, Jr.

April 20

Susan Berger, Dianne Herdzik, David Hinsch, Eric Near, Margaret Reed, Joan Kelley, Christian Rivera, Christopher Stabell, Valentine Kochanowski, Ana Cordiero, Eric Near
April 21

Jason Williams, Eithne Kost, Lillian Arco, Felicity Wager, William Givison Jr. , John Pratt, Victoria Lane, Gabriella Zocchi, Amy Zocchi, Vincent Milazzo, Peter Krauss, Suzanne Dwyer-Hayde, Felicity Shaffer

April 22

Daniel McGarril, Eileen Justvig, Robert Donaldson, Kenneth Perkins, Jr. Sarah Mogan, Danielle Defraia, Sarah Franzken, Kayla Franzken, Laurie Colantuono, Amanda Cimillo

April 23

Brendan Dotterer, Yanira Hajali, Maryann Towers, Patricia Farrell, Austin Leitmann, Thomas Steigerwald, Adriana Fracchia, Kristine Cullen, Carlos Bernabel, Eva Eberhard, Patrick McKeever, Margaret Shanney, Marc Angot, Albert Gallagher

April 24

Janice Burke, Henry Fischer, III, Kathryn Marrinan, Timothy Minholz, Kyle McRitchie, Robert Fracchia, Michael Pasquale, Joseph Moran, Reese Hanson, Derrick Davis, Jr. , Christine Duffy, Sharon Pacheco, Pam McHugh, Greta Hunter, Jeanne Johnson
April 25

Joseph Peruffo, Sarah Hudak, Howard Hewlett, Patricia Sammarco, Charles Tuttle, Ashley Leitmann, Maria DiBenedetto, William Wasilewski, Jacqueline Buchal, Carli Ross, Alexander Odescalchi, Eric DiCorcia, Emily Strutt, Richard Greco

ROSARY MYSTERY OF THE WEEK


Second Glorious Mystery:
 Ascension

Fruit or virtue:    


 Hope
DIVINE MERCY NOVENA CONCLUSION

                                   Holy Hour from 3-4 pm      
                                                                                 432-page 1
2nd SUNDAY OF EASTER/ MERCY SUNDAY 
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Blessed are those who have not seen me, but still believe

HELP & HOPE
Catholic Charities Programs for Economic Hard Times

Catholic Charities has developed 2 programs to assist those who have lost their jobs, anticipate a job loss or see their retirement incomes shrinking because of the current economic downturn

--Career Coaching Workshops and Follow up 

Offer s group workshops that cover access to the published and unpublished job markets, networking strategies and techniques. Workshops participants can also have 3 individual follow-up sessions that include resume review, interview skills and job negotiation techniques, vocational goals and redirection  of career, and stress relief. To find out more about Catholic Charities Career Counseling Workshops and Follow-up , call 888-744-7900
--Confidential Individual Sessions 

The emotional pressures of job loss or reduced income can cause individual and family distress and hinder development of viable solutions . Catholic Charities offers short term and crisis counseling for individuals from parishes throughout the Archdiocese who have lost their jobs , anticipate job loss , or need to change jobs. Referrals are made by parish Pastors to the Catholic Charities Parish Counseling network. Up to 6 individual , confidential counseling sessions are available at a minimal $10 co-pay per session. To participate contact the parish pastor.  

55 and OLDER GATHERING

Tips to make our lives “greener”
On April 20 at 10am, Sr Mary Ann Garisto, director of ecological and global concerns for the Sisters of Charity, will speak of ways we all can work to make our personal and local environments “greener”.

Morning refreshments after the 9am Mass

All are welcome (young and older alike!!) 
Next Lunch Box sandwich/salad session is on April 28

FIREPROOF: THE MOVIE

“Couples Night Out”
Friday, April 24: 7:30pm   Parish Hall
An opportunity for couples to view a most inspirational film together about a marriage journey from its desperate struggles to triumph and the “Love Dare” that changed their lives. 

Main character is played by Kirk Cameron who has dedicated his acting career to encouraging people to live the Christian faith in all aspects of their lives.  Sponsored by the Family Life/Respect Life Office, the evening is free. BYO snacks. 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
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BREAKFAST THIS SUNDAY:
Annual Spring Breakfast will take place in the Religious Ed Bldg after all Sunday Masses. Proceeds help to fund their scholarship program.  
MOTHERS DAY DINNER & DANCE:

Saturday, May 9th from 7-10pm.
  Come enjoy an evening of music and have a wonderful spaghetti dinner.  Dance to the sounds of Mark Raisch and his trio.  The cost is just $25 a per.  This will be a night to remember so mark your calendars now. 
RELIGIOUS ED DATES
Monday April 20:                Confirmation session, 6:30pm Saturday April 25

      First Communion
Sunday, April 26                   7th Grade Session

Wednesday, April 29            5th Grade Family Life (GIRLS)

Thursday, April 30                5th Grade Family Life (BOYS)
Saturday May 2

      First Communion
Sunday, May 3                     8th Grade session

WITH MOTHER’S DAY APPROACHING….
As is done each year, St Stanislaus emphasizes the importance of helping those less fortunate, especially the most defenseless, the unborn. 

We will participate in the Baby Bottle Coin Collection for Good Counsel Home (Mother’s Day to Father’s Day). St Stanislaus donated a record $2400 last year. 
In addition, we would like to pass on to you information about The new Young Mother’s Program, a branch of The Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie. This is a new initiative to help foster girls who are pregnant or are new mothers in need of housing  and services. 
They are preparing to house 6 girls and babies in the new cottage by holding a Community Baby Shower scheduled for May 2 at the Home. They are seeking new or gently used items as well as furnishings for the cottage itself. Call 452-1420 x 110 for more info if you feel you are able to help. 

YOUTH ACTIVITIES

There will be sessions for LYG/Bolts this Sunday, April 19th from 12-2pm.

The Teen Club will meet Sunday evening at 630pm.  Please let Mrs. Tighe know if you will be attending CYO Day on May 30th.  Reservations for the event need to be in before May in order for us to get a reduced fee.  The cost currently is $9.00 a person.  You will need to bring your own lunch.  It is important for us to have solid numbers so we can arrange for rides to and from the Blair Lodge.  We will be leaving St. Stan’s at 830am and should be retuning around 6pm.

We have 12 teens from St. Stanislaus attending the April 24-26th IMPACT Retreat.  Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare for the event and during weekend.
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In 1978 required to rest after a hospital stay I selected a town in Massachusetts to visit.  I did not know about the place but it seemed to be in a lovely part of the Berkshires.  When I arrived in Stockbridge I learned it was the town which had been immortalized by Norman Rockwell, in fact, he still lived in its environs.  My stay at the Red Lion Inn was punctuated by a dinner with the film critic, Gene Shalit, who was also a guest at the hotel.  In just a haphazard way, I explored the surrounding areas finding places of very disparate natures:  Alice’s Restaurant of the famous song and the studio of William Chester French, the sculptor of Abraham Lincoln, centerpiece of the Memorial in Washington, D. C.  Following a sign for a shrine I found myself at Eden Hill, the home of the Marian Helpers.  They are members of a religious order who had espoused the visions of a Polish nun named Faustina.  I had never heard of her and since most of the priests living  in the monastery were her compatriots who did not speak English my knowledge did not increase at that point.  Less than two months later circumstances would occur which would change that. 

After the shock of the premature death of John Paul I, the Holy Spirit surprised the Church and the world with the election of  “the man from a far country.”  Because of his advocacy as the Archbishop of Cracow of the work of the young sister the world would come to know her diary and mission.  Faustina felt called to remind the world and the Church of the truth of God’s mercy for every human being, as revealed in the Sacred Scriptures.  Entreat Divine Mercy for the whole world, especially poor sinners, through the practice of new forms of devotion to the Divine Mercy.  Initiate the apostolic movement of Divine Mercy, the followers of which proclaim and entreat Divine Mercy for the World and strive to practice the works of mercy.  As Pope, John Paul II realized the significance of this devotion and advocated it to the extent that he declared the Second Sunday of Easter to be Divine Mercy Sunday and canonized the nun who faithfully followed the instructions of her Lord.

Not only because of papal support but also because of the themes it emphasized the novena became beloved worldwide very quickly.  As here in Saint Stanislaus Kostka it begins on Good Friday and ends nine days later.  The first day focuses on Jesus’ concern for the sinner that they might immerse themselves in mercy.  Modern man often fools himself into believing that sin is not a reality and wrong doing is more a result of psychological dysfunction and, therefore. there is no need for sorrow, repentance, or forgiveness.  Such foolish people who espouse this view need prayers of the faithful.  The second day speaks to the need of praying for the souls of priests and religious.  So often people beseech them for prayer, they themselves need to be interceded for.  They face daily discouragements, crises of faith, and personal struggles of various kinds.  Their need for divine mercy is as great as it is for others.  The third day concerns itself with the devout and faithful.  Saint Paul reminds us that the just man falls seven times a day, therefore, even the most sanctified follower of Christ must be lifted up by the power of the Risen Lord.  The fourth day  prays for those who do not yet know the Christian message.  So many in our world are living as if they are the center of creation.  They fail to recognize any concept of human interdependence and dependency on the divine.  Though they might have heard of Christ they lack any contact with His person.  The fifth day of the novena focuses our attention on those who once worshipped with us.  They no longer are a part of the Eucharistic community perhaps because of their loss of faith, or the dissolution of a marriage and entry into an invalid union, or the discouragement with human elements in the church’s life.  The sixth day finds the Lord calling our attention to meek and humble souls especially those of little children.  The latter certainly deserve our prayerful concern for so many do not receive the proper example from those around them and so many influences they encounter are negative espousing values that are irreligious.  They and their adult counterparts deserve truth and compassion in our words, actions, and prayers.  Seventh day intentions are directed towards those who already appreciate the place of mercy in their spiritual lives.  They not only acknowledge their own needs but the necessity of preaching mercy’s place in the strengthening of man’s relationship with the divine.  The eighth day reminds us of the souls in purgatory.  The mercy of God has saved them from dreaded eternity of hell.  Their forgiven sins are still present in the temporal punishment they are experiencing but can be dissipated by our pleas for them.  The ninth day calls upon us to pray for the lukewarm.  Perhaps tired or distracted our brothers and sisters who are just going through the motions must be our concern for in remembering them we must consider that at times we are in a similar spiritual malaise.
 As we conclude our reflection let us remember that the chaplet might be said at anytime of the year.  And as Our Lord promised:

“Encourage souls to say the Chaplet which I have given you. …Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. … When they say this chaplet in the presence of the dying, I will stand between My Father and the dying person, not as the just Judge but as the Merciful Savior. …Priests will recommend it to sinners as their last hope of salvation.  Even if there were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive grace from My infinite mercy.  I desire to grant unimaginable graces to those souls who trust in My mercy. …Through the Chaplet you will obtain everything, if what you ask for is compatible with My will (687, 1541, 1731).
With gratitude for your many Easter greetings and remembering all of you in prayer, I am truly proud to be called to serve you.




Vivat Jesus




Fr. Brian
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