ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

FEBRUARY 15, 2009
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, February 14
9:00am
Matt Polniaszek - Trudy
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
Sunday, February 15
7:30am
James Skellan – Lorraine Wolfe
9:00am 
Deceased members of Shemain family - Family
11:00am
Dorothy Fister – Rossi Family
5:30pm
Rev Timothy Herlihy
Monday, February 16
9:00am
Francis Tobin- Alandra Tobin
Tuesday, February 17
9:00am
Francis Tobin – William Tobin Family 
Wednesday, February 18
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, February 19
9:00am
Living and deceased members of Seaman/Dydo                        Family
Friday, February 20
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday, February 21
9:00am
John Volnick- DiMetro Family
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
February 8           $ 5727.00 

Parish Pay Jan 09 Average Weekly Donation  $578.00

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

We lift up those who have asked for prayer:  

Donny Zimmerman, Renee Richard, Adolph Birkenmeyer

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

February 15

Stephanie Messick, Anthony DaSilva, Allison Zamow, Dawn Pociask, Kristen Audenino, Thomas Rice, Macayla Corey

February 16

Carl Marchena, John Clausson, Karen Tooker, Gloria McClay, Danielle Luby, Sharon DiCarlo, Michael Emory Butcher

February 17

Jack Crescenzo, Connie Hewlett, Michael Morgan, Kristel Lund, Jaime Occhicone, Kevin Tighe Tracey Robishaw, Michael Koenitzer, Katie Runnells, Miranda Reardon, Catherine Gover, Kyle Magliocchino, Bailey O’Gorman, Brian Allen, Beth Ainsworth, William Cummings

February 18

Maria Hajali, Bailey Carlin, Marilyn Biagiotti, Ellen Johnston, Robin Crandell, Maegan Sealey, Carmela Sellati, Isabelle Loginovs

February 19

John Guerra, Judith Lyons, Barbara Vetter, Mark Farrell, Domenico Liberatore, Marcy Gresch, Lauren Tarnowski, Nicole Fasolino, Floyd Gaddis, Elisabeth June, Melissa Kennedy, Amanda Pfitscher, Amanda McPeck, Hunter Geysen, Gregory O’Gorman, Shane Shanahan, Gavin Shanahan

February 20

Martha Brajuha, Mary Forgette, Audrey Johannsson,  Donald Minholz, Gary Schenkel, Sandy Frinton, Kathy Harmuth, Amy Rathjen
February 21

Michael Heaton, David Fitzgerald, Christopher Veronesi, Stephen Kerins, Catherine Kuhnle, Paul Fanuele, Stephanie Papineau, Robert Sr. Taft, Scott Fagen

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
The next Marriage Encounter Weekend is April 17 – 19.  For more information go to:  www.wwmearchny.org or call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME.
ANNUAL FAMILY LIFE CONFERENCE 

March 21, 2009

Location: St Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, Yonkers, NY

10am-3:30pm ( Mass at 8:45) Donation: $25 ( lunch incl)

For info and to register: www.FLRL.org
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LIGHTNING YOUTH GROUP/LIGHTNING BOLTS

CYO TEEN CLUB

All youth groups will meet today Sunday, February 15th.  The LYG and Bolts will meet from 12-2pm.  Bring a friend and share all the fun.

CYO Teen Club will meet at 6:30 (after the 5:30 Mass) Why don’t we all try to attend 5:30 Mass together and then move right into our meeting?  We will be discussing our CYO Olympics, upcoming retreats and leadership weekends, CYO Day and our sleepover movie night marathon.  Don’t miss out on the fun….but don’t forget to bring your calendars, your spare change and warm clothes in case we can sleigh ride. CYO Members, please check your schedules to see if you can attend the IMPACT Weekend at Blair Lodge on April 24-26th and CYO Day on May 30th also at Blair Lodge.   If you are in 8th-12th grade you are invited to join us.  For more info call the office.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

The 7th Grade Class will meet on Sunday, February 22 from 11am-5:30pm.  Bring your own lunch.

The 8th Grade will meet on Ash Wednesday, February 25from 6-8pm and will attend the 7pm Mass.  Parents are encouraged to attend Mass with their children.

Safe Environment Classes will be held on the following dates:

February 17th:  3rd & 4th Grade 4:15pm

February 26th: 6th Grade 6:15pm

5th Grade Family Life Sessions:

February 18th 6:15 – 7:30pm for girls and moms

February 19th 6:15-7:30pm for boys and dads

FAMILY CATECHESIS NIGHTS:  Mark your calendars now for the Lenten family catechesis nights.  Invitations will be sent out shortly but it is not too early to make your reservations.  Space is limited so pick your date and plan on attending.

Tuesday,March 10th 5:30-8:00pm   or

Saturday, March 21st from 2:30-5:00pm
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ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA 

3RD ANNUAL MARDI GRAS PARTY

The Knights of Columbus in conjunction with the Adult Faith Formation Team is once again hosting a Mardi Gras celebration on Saturday, February 21st from 7:30-11:30pm.  The cost is just $25 a couple ($12.50 per person) which will include light snacks (home made jambalaya) and dancing (DJ Tim Hughes is returning.)   This is a BYOB party and as always you may bring munchies for your table.  To make reservations, call Dianne Serkowski in the parish office at 635-1700 ext 13.  Reservations are required and please note that this is an adult party and no children under the age of 18 should be in attendance.  There is a limited amount of space so don’t hesitate.  You don’t want to miss out on all the fun.

ASH WEDNESDAY & LENT

The Lenten season is nearly upon us so plan now to participate in this time of renewal and reconciliation.  

Beginning on Ash Wednesday and continuing throughout Lent, Monday-Friday, in addition to the regular 9am Mass, there will be a 7:00am Mass to accommodate those parishioners who would like to attend Mass before work.  
Ash Wednesday is February 25th and is a day of Fast and Abstinence.  Ashes will be given out during the 7:00am & 9:00am Masses, at the 4:15 Religious Education Prayer Service and during the 7:00pm Mass.  Ashes will be distributed at only these times so we ask that you plan your day accordingly.
Stations of the Cross will be on Friday evenings beginning at 7:30pm and will conclude with Benediction.. 
NURSERY SCHOOL NEWS

The response to our Nursery School Open House was very good.  Enrollment for next year is filling quickly however there are still a few spots remaining.  If you have a child who will be 3 or 4 by December 1st 2009 and are thinking about our Nursery School please do not hesitate to contact the school.  For information contact the Director, Jayne Rossi at 635-1700 ext. 52.
ONE COMMUNITY...ONE FAITH…
ONE BODY IN CHRIST
SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

The 2009 Cardinal’s Appeal is now underway

Please help our parish and our fellow brothers and sisters across the Archdiocese by making a pledge to the 2009 Annual Appeal. In doing so you help support needy schools, prepare our religious in the seminary and provide care for our retired priests and sisters

 YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Consider a pledge over 5 months:

$2500- $500/month


$500- $100/month

$1500- $300/month


$250- $$50

$1000- $200/month 


$150- $30

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the Lord Jesus himself said: “It is more blessed to give than receive”

                                                                       Acts 20:35       

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED:

Stations of the Cross/ Holy Week Services
Fr Brian, Father Perry and Deacon John are in need of altar servers to volunteer for Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings at 7:30 during Lent beginning on 

Feb. 27. ( 3 are desirable) . The task involves holding the cross and 2 candles at each station.
Also we need 5 servers for Holy Thursday Mass at 7pm, 4 servers for Good Friday service at 3pm and 5 servers for the Easter Vigil at 8pm on Holy Saturday. 

Rehearsal will be given for Holy Week activities.

Call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 as soon as possible
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This week we continue our study of Pope Benedict XVI’s examination of the lives of the Apostles.  The second named James is often referred to as “the Less”.  This distinction is certainly not indicative of his importance.  Recognized as “the son of Alphaeus” he is perceived by many scholars as probably younger than his namesake.  Recent writers have attempted to claim that he was the biological brother of Jesus and son of Mary.  Their evidence has proven specious.  Most reliable scholarship looks upon him as the son of “Mary, the wife of Clopas” who was present on Calvary’s hill as the Lord died.  The Pontiff states that “He …came from Nazareth and was probably related to Jesus, according to Semitic custom is called ‘brother.’  (69) “Though not a major figure in the gospels, “the book of the Acts of Apostles emphasizes the prominent role that this…James played in the Church of Jerusalem.  As the Apostolic Council celebrated there after the death of James the Greater he declared, together with the others, that pagans could be received into the church without first submitting to circumcision.  St. Paul, who attributes a specific appearance of the Risen One to James even named James before Cephas – Peter on the occasion of his visit to Jerusalem, describing him as a ‘pillar’ of that church on a par with Peter”. (ibid.)  James’ ministry ended with  his martyrdom by stoning in 62 A.D. sponsored by the son of the High Priest who handed over Christ to the Romans.  But his great saint would live on for the church in the first of the “Catholic Epistles”

The Epistle of James has been a practical guide for us as believers as it demands from us a daily living out of the faith experience in acts of charity.  Though we might see it as an alternative to Paul’s message of justification by faith it is not contradictory.  Both assist us in understanding the fullness of God’s plan of salvation.

Our Supreme shepherd then discusses with his audience the second son of Zebedee, John.  Seemingly always present at crucial times in the ministry of Jesus, he continued to witness to him especially in Jerusalem.  “According to tradition, John is the ‘disciple whom Jesus loved’, who in the Fourth Gospel laid his head against the Teacher’s breast at the Last Supper, stood at the foot of the Cross together with the Mother of Jesus, and lastly, witnessed both the empty tomb and the presence of the Risen One himself.” (77)  The lesson we can, and indeed must learn, is that for to be a disciple “it is not enough to follow (Christ) and to listen to him outwardly:  it is also necessary to live with him and like him.  This is only possible in the context of a relationship of deep familiarity, imbued with the warmth of total trust.”  (Ibid.)

One of my favorite stories about this apostle is concerning this final years in Ephesus.  As hundreds of pilgrims would come to see the last surviving member of the Twelve, he would come out of his house and teach them.  But as his health was deteriorating he would be carried out on a litter.  His message became the one sentence which summed up for him the gospel:  “Love one another.”  The Holy Father concludes his reflection on John with comments on the Book of Revelation.  Unlike some commentators of the day who seek to infuse the ancient work with their own political and religious spins, he reminds us that:  “The Book should be understood against the backdrop of the dramatic experiences of the seven churches of Asia…which had to face serious difficulties at the end of the first century –persecutions and also inner tensions – in their witness to Christ.  John addressed them, showing acute pastoral sensitivity to the persecuted Christians, who he exhorts to be steadfast in the faith and not to identify with the pagan world.   His purpose is constituted once and for all by the revelation, starting with the death and resurrection of Christ, of the meaning of human history.” (85)

Outside of the big three one of the most well-known apostles is Matthew.  He is identified as the man collecting taxes when the Lord calls him.  We must recall that such a man was looked down upon by the members of the community.  He was deemed to be a collaborator with the oppressive Roman regime as well as a person with few scruples.  How many times we hear the voices of the Pharisees criticizing Jesus for dining with tax collectors and sinners!  Benedict XVI reminds us that “in the figure of Matthew, the Gospels present to us a true and proper paradox:  those who seem to be the farthest from holiness can even become a model of the acceptance of God’s mercy and offer a glimpse of its marvelous effects in their own lives.” (91)  One recognizes as well that Jesus seems more deeply involved in the process of discovering the inner essence of a human being than the average person who encounters another and dismisses the same because of external elements such as age, appearance, race, religion, or social and economic position.

As a result of his relationship with Christ we know that the community was gifted with the gospel attributed to him.  “The Gospel of Matthew written in Hebrew or Aramaic is no longer extant, but in the Greek Gospel that we possess we will still continue to hear in a certain way, the persuasive voice of the publican Matthew, who having become an Apostle, continues to proclaim God’s saving mercy to us.  And let us listen to St. Matthew’s message, meditating upon it ever anew also to learn to stand up and follow Jesus with determination.” (93)

In two weeks we will continue our study of the work of the Pope on the Apostles.   Next week we will have a few thoughts on the approaching Lenten season.

May you be enriched this week with the gift of divine grace.

Vivat Jesus

Fr. Brian
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