ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

FEBRUARY 22, 2009
7TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET

[image: image1.png]Mass G S<g for the

Intentions ¥ ~ Week




ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, February 21
9:00am
John Volnick – DiMetro family
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka


Sunday, February 22
7:30am
People of St Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Rocco Cacchio – Richard and Liz Gadbois
11:00am
Ann Senchak – The Doster Family
5:30pm
Rev James Richardson
Monday, February 23
9:00am
John Raffaele – Thr Tighe Family
Tuesday, February 24
9:00am
Estelle Polniaszek – Dunn Family
Wednesday, February 25 ( Ash Wednesday)
7:00am
Special Intention

9:00am
Dr and Mrs George Benvie and Mary F Brown

7:00pm
Special Intention


Thursday, February 26
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
John Slater – Mary Ellen Ulbrandt 
Friday, February 27

7:00am 
John Wolf
9:00am
Special Intention


Saturday, February 28
9:00am
John Wolf- Peggy and Judy Lombardi
5:30pm
Mary Areno – Husband, Alex
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
Feb 15, 2009           $4603.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
February 22

Jennifer Turner, Brittini Cararo, Alesander Paulk, Laura Gajarsky, Philip Mylod, Nico Simone, Andrew Turansky, Antonio Stagno, Richard Hyland

February 23

Paul Rosenberg, Frances Recktenwald, Mary Marchena, Cathleen Zamow, Ashley Hirst, Mary Plew, James Kreinbihl, Shawn Constantine, Joan Fanelli, Nicholas Brenner, Stacey Higgins, Vida Odescalchi, Joseph Gutierrez, Austin Dean Allison Canfield

February 24

David Brajuha, Alexandria Jo Conger, Stephen Tice, Vincent Lucarini, Amanda Harter, Christine Moore, Jacqueline Buechele, Roberto Valdes, Allen Winby, Adjua Kirton

February 25

William Terry, William Trunk, David Walsh, G. Michael McGrath, Vincent Ruffolo, Kevin Geraci

February 26

Brian Catucci, Michelle Chmura, Victor Sutter, Erin McPherson, Brianne McPherson, Edward Roth, Luke Schmitz, Craig Stram, Joseph Alves, Diane Zocchi, Christy Olivier

February 27

Russell Rauh, Matthew Wawryk, Ambrose Mulhern, Elisa Reale, Linda Filiberty, Jon Holder, Kayla Bastian, Dorothy Laasko, William Avezzano
February 28

Robert Lang, Kevin Prunty, Amber Pelton, Alexsi Strazza, Patrick Hogan, Shannon Gajarsky, Sean Lane, Nicholas Paul, Donald Freal, Marylou Hyland, Michael Drohan

February 29

Steven Rossi, Jennifer Daccarett 

ALTAR FLOWERS DURING LENT
As is the tradition of the Church, during Lent flowers are not usually on the altar or in the sanctuary.   In order to better live our “Lenten  Journey” we will be following this custom.  You will however notice several exceptions to the practice.  If anyone has previously requested flowers in memory of a loved one we will honor that request.  In addition flowers will be present during our annual Daffodil Sunday. 
ROSARY MYSTRY OF THE WEEK
The fourth Joyful Mystery: The Presentation 

Fruit or Virtue: Obedience
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“…the Amen from us also goes through him to 

God for glory.”     


   2Cor 1:19
WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
“Remember not the events of the past”  Get a fresh start for your marriage on the next Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend, April 17 – 19.  Early registration is highly recommended.  For more information go to:  www.wwmearchny.org or call toll free: 877-NYS-WWME
ASH WEDNESDAY & LENT

The Lenten season is upon us so plan now to participate in this time of renewal and reconciliation.

Beginning on Ash Wednesday and continuing throughout Lent, Monday-Friday, in addition to the regular 9am Mass, there will be a 7:00am Mass to accommodate those parishioners who would like to attend Mass before work.  

Ash Wednesday is February 25th and is a day of Fast and Abstinence. 
Ashes will be given out during the 7:00am & 9:00am Masses, at the 4:15 Religious Education Prayer Service and during the 7:00pm Mass.  Ashes will be distributed at only these times so we ask that you plan your day accordingly.
Stations of the Cross will be on Friday evenings beginning at 7:30pm and will conclude with Benediction
ONE COMMUNITY...ONE FAITH…
ONE BODY IN CHRIST
SHARING GOD’S GIFTS

The 2009 Cardinal’s Appeal is now underway

Please help our parish and our fellow brothers and sisters across the Archdiocese by making a pledge to the 2009 Annual Appeal. In doing so you help support needy schools, prepare our religious in the seminary and provide care for our retired priests and sisters

 YOUR GIFT MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Consider a pledge over 5 months:

$2500- $500/month


$500- $100/month

$1500- $300/month


$250- $$50

$1000- $200/month 


$150- $30

55 and OLDER GATHERING

Monday, Feb 23 after the 9am Mass
Morning refreshments. Organizational meeting
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 ORDERS FOR 

DAFFODIL DONATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE 
NEXT WEEKEND: Feb 28/Mar 1 

“A Sunday with Daffodils”: March 15th 

For the past 4 years, we have been very successful in participating in the American Cancer Society’s annual 

Daffodil fundraiser.

This year, orders for bunches of daffodils to be placed on our altar will be taken after masses on Feb 28/ Mar 1  Flower delivery will be the 13th   of March so that they  will bloom during the Sunday masses on the 15th 

As in previous years, you will be able to dedicate a bunch of the daffodils for a person who passed away from cancer, someone currently suffering from the disease or to someone who is a survivor. 

At each mass on Sunday March 15h, Fr Brian and Fr Perry will perform the Sacrament of the Sick   

We look forward to again filling our sanctuary with the spirit of hope!
ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED:

Stations of the Cross/ Holy Week Services

Fr Brian, Father Perry and Deacon John are in need of altar servers to volunteer for Stations of the Cross on Friday evenings at 7:30 during Lent beginning on 

Feb. 27. ( 3 are desirable) . The task involves holding the cross and 2 candles at each station.
Also we need 5 servers for Holy Thursday Mass at 7pm, 4 servers for Good Friday service at 3pm and 5 servers for the Easter Vigil at 8pm on Holy Saturday. 

Rehearsal will be given for Holy Week activities.

Call Nancy Dunn at 635-1700 as soon as possible
FAMILY CATECHESIS NIGHTS:
Mark your calendars now for the Lenten family catechesis nights.  Invitations will be sent out shortly but it is not too early to make your reservations.  Space is limited so pick your date and plan on attending.

Tuesday,March 10th 5:30-8:00pm   or

Saturday, March 21st from 2:30-5:00pm

NURSERY SCHOOL FUNDRAISER

The Nursery School will be holding a Pizzeria Uno Fundraiser on Sunday, March 8.  All you have to do is take the family out to dinner at Uno’s, present the Coupon and St. Stan’s Nursery School will get a portion of the proceeds.  Look in next Sundays Bulletin for your coupon and more details.
MARCH DATES FOR LYG & CYO

March 1 and March 15

LYG & Bolts 12-2pm  & CYO 6:30-8:00pm
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PASTOR’S NOTES

Though the air is still characterized by a wintry chill and snow is still in evidence on our streets, the evidence of Spring comes with the celebration of Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.  This season of penance leads up to the glorious Paschal Mystery.  Pope Paul VI in his apostolic constitution on penance (Paenite mini) published soon after the Second Vatican Council reminded us “that almost everywhere and at all times penitence has held a place of great importance, since it is closely linked with the intimate sense of religion which pervades the life of most ancient peoples as well as with the more advanced expression of the great religions connected with the progress of culture.”  The late pontiff focuses us on its presence in the culture of our religious ancestors” the Chosen People.  “In the Old Testament the religious sense of penitence is revealed with even greater richness.  Even though man generally has recourse to it in the aftermath of sin to placate the wrath of God, or on the occasion of grave calamities, or when special dangers are imminent, or in any case to obtain benefits from the Lord, we can nevertheless establish that external penitential practices are accompanied by an inner act of ‘conversion’, that is to say of condemnation of and detachment from sin and of striving toward God.” (Ibid.)

Our Christian tradition, which is embodied in the Sermon on the Mount in Saint Matthew’s Gospel, contemporizes the ancient triad of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving.  Throughout the centuries the exact form and requirements varied greatly, especially when the forty days of Lenten observance was the issue.  Utilizing the insights of the papal document the National Conference of Catholics Bishops wrote in 1966:  “By the threefold discipline of fasting, almsgiving and prayer the church keeps Lent from Ash Wednesday until the evening of Holy Thursday.  All of the faithful and the catechumens should undertake serious practice of these three traditions.  Failure  to observe penitential days totally or a substantial number of such days must be considered serious.  On weekdays of Lent, we strongly recommend participation in daily Mass and self-imposed observances of fasting.  In light of grave human needs which weigh on the Christian conscience in all seasons, we urge particularly during Lent, generosity to local, national and world programs of sharing of all things needed to translate our duty to penance into a means of implementing the right of the poor to their part of our abundance.”
When examining our prayer life and its posture during the coming holy season we can divide our considerations between public liturgical actions and private practices.  As our Episcopal leaders stated the Eucharist should be the important element in our spiritual journey towards Calvary.  As you know we are adding a 7:00 a.m. Mass  for the duration of Lent.  (If that is not convenient there is a 12:15 p.m. Mass at St. Martin de Porres in Poughkeepsie.)  Perhaps as a family attending a mass on Saturday mornings followed by breakfast might be a wonderful practice.  Each Friday evening we will follow the Way of the Cross, reflect on mystery of salvation, and conclude with Benediction.  Reciting the Rosary as a family at least twice a week is admirable.  One should note the plethora of materials available for spiritual reading.  In addition to the Scripture, one might read classics such as Saint Theresa’s Journal of A Soul, Saint Thomas a Kempis’ Imitation of Christ, or Saint Francis de Sales’ Introduction to a Devout Life.  More recent works of value are Father Richard John Neuhaus’ Death on a Friday Afternoon, Benedict XVI’s Jesus of Nazareth or Henri Nouwen’s  Can You Drink the Cup?  We must admit that most of us spend too little time on reflecting on our relationship with God and His Church.

We are told in the Scripture that the practice of fasting was common in atonement for sin or the development of intimacy with the divine.  The prophets did it and the evangelists tell us that Jesus, in preparation for His public ministry, went into the desert and denied Himself material sustenance.  Presently the Church instructs:  “Abstinence from meats is to be observed by all Catholics 14 years old and older on Ash Wednesday and on all the Fridays of Lent.  Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but not yet 59.  Those who are bound by this may take only one full meal.  Two smaller meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according to one’s needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not permitted.  The special paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed for Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday.”  Those of us who are older recognize that these obligations are minimal compared to the formal demands of yesteryear.  The believer of today must take responsibility in this are of penitence.  Go beyond the minimum.   Challenge oneself to fast and abstain at least one additional day per week.  By this act of atonement we are displaying to a culture of self-interest and comfort that we can control our passions by will and intellect as Benedict XVI has written in Deus Est Caritas.
Paul VI reminded us that penitence should not be lacking a social dimension.  To keep Lent authentically we must be involved in works of charity.  Though almsgiving is mentioned specifically the third element in the sacred triad should go beyond the financial support of worthy causes.  It might include working in a soup kitchen or a homeless shelter.  Visiting the sick, shopping for a homebound person, or assisting an elderly neighbor are all positive fulfillments of the law of love.

In the days leading up to Ash Wednesday let us form an individual plan to celebrate this holy season so that the joy of Easter will be ours.


Vivat Jesus


Fr. Brian
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STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday during Lent at 7:30pm
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