ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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[image: image5.png]



ANNOUNCED MASSES


Saturday, March 21
9:00am
Dr. & Mrs. George Benvie & Mary F. Brown –










Benvie Family

5:30pm
George Budd – Ogden Family
Sunday, March 22
7:30am
The People of St. Stanislaus Kostka
9:00am 
Daren DiMetro – Sharon DiMetro
11:00am
John Wolfe – Andrea & Kevin Tighe
5:30pm
Rev. Timothy O’Brien, S.J.
Monday, March 23
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Florence Dunn – Dunn Family
Tuesday, March 24
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Jeffrey Williams – Marty & Stacy Williams
Wednesday, March 25
7:00am
Michael & Mary Stroka
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, March 26
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Bets Thoenen – Morris Family
Friday, March 27
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Special Intention
Saturday,  March 28
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Angela Sebazco - Daughter
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
Date 3/15/09          $5297.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

March 22

Isabella Lafalce, Rosemarie Miles, Karen Fracchia, George Bolde, Matthew Marchetti, Mikaela Marshall, Joseph Flynn, Meghan Santucci

March 23

Nicole Whiteley, Michael Polito, Jeffrey Niznik, Rachel Appelbaum, Candace Glass, William Schuyler , James Prince, Brandy Altier

March 24

Donald Ogden, Michael Vermilyea, Jo Ann Walsh, Kim Carlin, Donna Waters, Joshua LeMere, William Rehak, Jr. , Matthew Guido, Emily Ouimet

March 25

Anthony Damico, Morgan Tasselmyer, Kevin Potter, Marie-Therese Miller, Michelle Nador, Erica Rabideau, Michael Scotti, Robert Vrablik, Paul Mazzola, Lorraine Pratt, Gary Ermo, Matthew Pugnali, Kayla Poplees, Rui Arraiano, Julia Pietruszewski , Shawn Castano, Salvatore Crescenzo, Marc Angot

March 26

Douglas Kelsey, Jose DaSilva, Erik Schenkel, James Ross, John Fumo, Matthew DeMild, Francis Audenino, Vincent Nunno, Steven Grant, Sr. Christiana Lehmann, Karen Diehl, Afua Forson

March 27 

Jane Austin, Patricia Toomey, Arthur Hayes, Jeffrey Futyma, Rebecca Conner, Katherine Morris, Jackie Beltrani, Julie Curcio, Danielle Gibson, Rebecca Conner, Christopher Whitten, Austin Gasparini, Geena Magliaro, Tim McCormack

March 28

Michael Polotaye, Daniel McAllister, Timothy Rossner, Daniel Calenda, Christina Meditz, Michelle Tebolt, Shane Arce, Michael Sullivan, Emilee Mogan, Dina Baratta, Rosemary Denisco, Sandy Arraiano, Bailey Kennett, William Thurston, Aubrey Arrick
                    BLOOD DRIVE THIS  SUNDAY
St Stanislaus is again hosting a blood drive this Sunday  from 9-2:30 pm in the Religious Ed Bldg

ROSARY MYSTERY OF THE WEEK

Third Sorrowful Mystery: Crowning of Thorns

Fruit or virtue: Courage
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But whoever lives the truth comes to the light, so that his works may be clearly seen as done in God.
K OF C SCHOLARSHIP
The K of C is offering its annual $500 scholarship to a student entering college in the Fall. (2009) 

 A candidate must be the child or legal ward of a registered and contributing member of St. Stanislaus Parish or of an active and contributing member of St. Stanislaus K of C for a minimum of two years.

Eligible candidates will be judged on:

1.  Academic achievement

2.  Participation in extracurricular school activities

3.  History of paid employment or volunteer activity

4.  Church and other community activity

5.  A brief essay describing educational and career goals

6.  A letter of recommendation.

Application forms may be picked up at the parish office.  All applications must be submitted by APRIL 1, 2009.  No application will be accepted bearing a postmark after that date; only completed applications will be considered
MEN’S  DAY OF RECOLLECTION
The K of C are sponsoring a men’s Day of Recollection at 

Mt Alvernia Retreat Center on Saturday, April 4.

This is a wonderful opportunity for men of the parish to enrich the last days of the Lenten season.  The cost is $25 and includes a continental breakfast and lunch. Please make reservations by calling Bob Lang at 266- 5728 or email at rlang1@hvc.rr.com 
You do not have to be a Knight to participate!
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The Knights of Columbus will once again be holding a Lenten Fish Fry this Friday and every Friday during Lent.  The hours are from 4-7PM in the Church Hall.  The cost is just $9 per adult, $7 for seniors and $5 for children.  Why not come for dinner and then stay for Stations of the Cross at 7:30pm.  All the proceeds from the Fish Fry will go towards the St. Stanislaus Kostka renovation & repair projects.
PARISH TRIP TO WASHINGTON DC

Our 55 and Older group is organizing a full 3 day bus trip to Washington DC:  September 14-16. The itinerary includes visit to John Paul II Cultural Center, Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, tour of Franciscan Monastery, visit  to the Smithsonian, and Arlington National Cemetery. At this time we are looking for interested travelers. You do NOT need to be 55 to attend this trip!  

For information call Nancy Dunn  at  635-1700x12 

50th WEDDING ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL 
Couples celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary anytime during 2009 are invited to attend the Annual Wedding Jubilee Mass at the Cathedral of St. Patrick on Sunday, May 3rd, 2009 at 2:00 p.m.  Pre-registration is required.  Please contact your parish for registration.  The closing date to register for the Mass is Friday, April 17th.  This event is sponsored by the Family Life/Respect Life Office of the Archdiocese of New York
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Friday evenings during Lent at 7:30pm
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Note : April 3rd Holy Hour will NOT begin at 6:45. That evening the Stations of the Cross will be presented by the youth in our CYO at 7:30pm

LABYRINTH PRAYER PATH
Thank you to all members of the Adult Faith Formation team for the hard work and time given to set up and supervise the Labyrinth Prayer Path last Friday and Saturday. The 24 parishioners who participated in this spiritual exercise overwhelmingly experienced a deeper sense of their relationship with God. This program will continue on at least an annual basis. 
CYO TEEN CLUB RESPECT LIFE PROJECT

On Saturday, April 18th the members of the St. Stanislaus CYO Teen Club will join with teens from the other counties of the Archdiocese for a “Soup-er Supper.”  In two locations, one in the upper counties and one in lower counties, the teens will serve a soup supper in a local homeless shelter.  Our members will travel to Sullivan County for this event.  We need your help to make this a success.  This week we will have collection baskets at the doors of the church and we are asking you to donate cans of Chicken Noodle Soup.  Any brand is fine!  So on your next trip to the supermarket pick up an extra can of soup and helps our efforts.
CYO FUNDRAISER
In order to raise funds for our members to attend IMPACT Retreat weekends and Leadership Training (CLI) the teens will be holding a Cookie Raffle.  Baskets of homemade cookies will be raffled off in a few weeks.  In addition the Teen Club will be organizing a St. Stanislaus Kostka Cookie Cookbook!  We are asking our parishioners to submit their favorite cookie recipes to be used in the book.  There is a cookie box at the doors of the church for you to place your recipes in.  If you submit a recipe please make sure your name and phone number are included.  Once the cookbooks are ready we will be selling them here in our parish and in the community.  So, help us get cookin’ and raise some money for a great cause.
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On March 10th many of our co-religionists joined the bishops of the New York province in petitioning our state government in Albany.  Young and old alike they advocated measures supportive of  Catholic moral teaching.  This effort certainly is in tradition of those who supported the working man’s rights to organize, who confronted the ignorance of the Know-Nothing Party, and who created institutions of educational and medical excellence. As they approached our elected officials they embodied the view of Pope Benedict XVI in his first encyclical:  Deus Caritas Est:  “From God’s standpoint, faith liberates reason from its blind spots and therefore helps it to be ever more fully itself.  Faith enables reason to do its work more effectively and to see its proper object more clearly.  This is where Catholic social doctrine has its place:  it has no intention of giving the Church power over the State.  Even less it is an attempt to impose on those who do not share the faith ways of thinking and modes of conduct proper to faith.  Its aim is simply to help purify reason and to contribute, here and now, to the acknowledgement and attainment of what is just.”  In their reflection “Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” the American Bishops have encouraged the People of God to recognize “Respect for the Life and Dignity of the Human Person; A Call to Family, Community and Participation; Recognition of Human Rights and Responsibilities; Special Concern for the Poor and Vulnerable; The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers; Solidarity with Our Brothers and Sisters; and Care for God’s Creation.”
The Hierarchy of New York aware of these concerns, the needs of their fellow citizens and the proposals of the political leadership of the state,  have encouraged the faith community to speak out that true justice might prevail.  Much publicity has been given to the cuts in the area of health care.  The NYS Catholic Conference urges restoration of adequate payments to providers to maintain needed health care services to all; the elimination of barriers to enrollment into the Family Health Plan insurance program, which provides health coverage to low and moderate income working adults; the expansion of opportunities for these adults and for young adults not living at home to enroll in Family Health Plus; further development of home- and community- based services; and expansion of the health care workforce.”  We realize that good health care is a basic right of every person.  Unfortunately we are in an environment where the most essential services are being cut especially towards those who could afford it the least.  As a member of several boards of nursing homes I have witnessed cuts which are having a detrimental effect on our seniors, many of whom are veterans.  Our children too are lacking fundamental medical assistance.
And our unborn children are being placed in even greater jeopardy.  Presently being proposed a radical piece of legislation called “The Reproductive Health Act.”  In reality this is an abortion bill which promotes killing and makes any regulation or restriction on the same untenable.  Parental notification, informed consent, and alternative treatment are deemed as non-permissible areas of concern for the citizenry. This bill seeks to ensure that abortions are legal throughout all nine months of pregnancy.  It seeks to imbed protection for all third-trimester abortions into state law, ignoring the state’s legitimate interest in protecting the life of fully formed children in the womb.  The bill seeks to eliminate conscience protection in current law by requiring every institution licensed or funded by the state – including religious hospitals, agencies and schools – to support abortion, provide coverage for abortion, or to permit abortions.  This legislation declares that “the state shall not discriminate” against the exercise of the fundamental right to abortion in the “provision of benefits, facilities, services or information.”  It opens the door for state regulators, such as the State Health Department or State Insurance Department to mandate support for abortion.  The bill could be used to undermine the state’s maternity programs, such as the Prenatal Care Assistance Program (PCAP).  Under this bill, these beneficial programs, which are working well to reduce infant mortality, could be ruled “discriminatory” for favoring childbirth over abortion.  In short, this law essentially states those who are pro-life will have no choice.
One might not be blamed if the conclusion is reached that those who have a religious viewpoint are under fire.  Not only because of the above but in terms of other issues as well.  In our Catholic schools administrators are required to fulfill certain mandates.  They do so willingly because of their concern for their students.  However, now the state wishes to renege on the payment for this work.   It refuses to recognize that Catholic and other religious and independent schools save tax payers 8.5 billion dollars each year.

In another area of concern legislation is coming forth which redefines marriage.  It should be remembered that marriage is not merely a private arrangement between two individuals, but is of vital concern to all of society.  Throughout history, marriage between a man and a woman has been humanity’s way of assuring the procreation, education and stable rearing of children.

Laws to grant equivalent marital status to homosexual couples undermine marriage by removing from it the link to procreation.  In effect, heterosexual marriage becomes simply one more lifestyle choice, no more preferable to society than cohabitation, single parenting or same-sex relationships.  Empirical evidence tells us clearly that children do better in nearly all aspects of life when they are raised in a family with a mother and a father.  This is why a redefinition of marriage that removes children and their best interests from the equation is bad for society.  Legalizing same-sex “marriage” or “civil unions” creates serious religious freedom issues.  For instance, Catholic Charities of Boston was forced to stop placing children for adoption because it would have been required to place children into the homes of same-sex “married” couples.  In New Jersey, a Methodist-run association was found guilty of discrimination by the state’s civil rights commission for refusing to allow a homosexual civil union ceremony in a beachfront pavilion it owns in Ocean Grove.  And in New Mexico, a private wedding photography business was found to be discriminating by declining to photograph a homosexual commitment ceremony.  This issue like others has not been explained to the public fully and honestly.

Church and State questions are not independent but interdependent in our society.  When we vote we do so as Catholic Americans aware that our views must possess an inner consistency.  On March 31st some of our parishioners who dwell in the 20th Congressional District have the privilege of being part of the democratic process.  May all remember their obligation as Catholics and  Americans.




Vivat Jesus




Fr. Brian 

CONFIRMATION 2009
The Confirmation Class will meet again on Monday, April 20th from 6:30-8:30pm.  All paper work must be submitted to the office by that date.  If you have not yet handed in anything please do so immediately.

Each Confirmation Candidate and his parents must set up an appointment with Fr. Brian for a Confirmation interview.  This meeting will last about 15 minutes.  Several dates will be made available for this process.  A letter has been sent home outlining the process and the available dates.  Please make your appointment as soon as possible.
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