ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

MARCH 29, 2009
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, March 28
9:00am
Special Intention


5:30pm
Angela Sebazco - Daughter
Sunday, March 29
7:30am
Robert Garrison – Garrison Family
9:00am 
John Wolf - friends
11:00am
Anne Birkenmeyer – Adolph and family
5:30pm
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka 
Monday, March 30
7:00am
Special Intention 
9:00am
Special Intention
Tuesday, March 31
7:00am
John Wolf – Margaret Garrison
9:00am
Special Intention
Wednesday, April 1
7:00am
John Wolf – Beth Garrison
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, April 2
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
John “Twig” Towers – Maryann Towers
Friday, April 3
7:00am
John Wolf – Mary Ellen Ulbrandt
9:00am
Giuseppe Cammarata – Cammarata Family
Saturday, April 4
9:00am
Marcel Desrochers – wife and children 
5:30pm
Melanie Bence – Bette Jo McCourt
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
March 22, 2008            $5399.00  

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
March 29

David Valesey, John Parsio, Christy Schappach, Joseph Osso, Jr. Michael Manning, Weston Demmel, Carlos Bernabel, Christopher Arco, Barron Rathjen

March 30

Stephen Boyle, Kenneth Sambells, Sr., Laurie Whiteley, Stephen Lucarini, Thomas VanEron, Sr. J. James Rose, Victoria Reichert, Michael Apostol, Pat Nargi

March 31

Vincent Prinzivalli, Cathy Murphy , Robert Morano, Linda Tyler, Michael Vernon, Margie Calenda, Ryan McEwan, Thomas Caruso, Sr., Lutena Davis, Melissa Sullivan, Richie Cali, Michael Paul, Richard Sellati

April 1

Elizabeth Wing, Samantha Scott, Brendan Schaaf, Adam Polletta, Connor Colandrea, Robert Jewell, Kristopher Battistoni, Mary Warner, Debra Hayes, Barbara Figliozzi, Lee Arnett, Vincent Colantuono, Elizabeth Cross, Christina Clevenger, Anna Kubilius, Nicole Fagen

April 2

Michael Burke, Alexander Caviglia, John Manteria, Michael Sontheimer, Melissa Jacobs, Megan Coffey, Catherine Palumbo, Stephen Reale, Rosaria Liberatore, Joseph Wasilewski, Samantha Salfelder, John Anderson, Albert Laasko, Kailen Romaniello, Lauren Cummings, Thomas Bargo,
April 3

Karen Osso Charle Daniel Charifson, , Ryan Lewis, Thomas Marone, Jr., Meghan Wolfe, Crystal Hannan, Richard Hanson, Michelle DeMild, Dawn Whitten, Lisa Geysen, Deena Sava

April 4

George Scott, Noelle Schiller, Nancy Rossi, Julia Clevenger, Mitchell Volino, Raymond Martin, Elizabeth Gaulin, Jordan Angot
ROSARY MYSTERY OF THE WEEK

Fourth Sorrowful Mystery: Jesus Carries His Cross

Fruit or virtue: Patience

Don’t forget your pledge to the CARDINAL’S APPEAL!

Goal is 100% parish family participation 
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K OF C SCHOLARSHIP DUE THIS WEEK!!!
The K of C is offering its annual $500 scholarship to a student entering college in the Fall. (2009) 

Application forms may be picked up at the parish office.  All applications must be submitted by APRIL 1, 2009.  No application will be accepted bearing a postmark after that date; only completed applications will be considered
MEN’S  DAY OF RECOLLECTION
The K of C are sponsoring a men’s Day of Recollection at 

Mt Alvernia Retreat Center on Saturday, April 4.

This is a wonderful opportunity for men of the parish to enrich the last days of the Lenten season.  The cost is $25 and includes a continental breakfast and lunch. Please make reservations by calling Bob Lang at 266- 5728 or email at rlang1@hvc.rr.com 
You do not have to be a Knight to participate!

PARISH TRIP TO WASHINGTON DC

Our 55 and Older group is organizing a full 3 day bus trip to Washington DC:  September 14-16. 
The itinerary includes visit to John Paul II Cultural Center, Basilica of the Immaculate Conception, tour of Franciscan Monastery, visit to the Smithsonian, and Arlington National Cemetery. At this time we are looking for interested travelers. You do NOT need to be 55 to attend this trip!  

For information call Nancy Dunn  at  635-1700x12 

55 and OLDER GROUP

The 55 and Older group has been active lately with some wonderful activities.
 On March 17, a group of 8 attended a Day of Recollection at Mt Alvernia.  
Last Tuesday, they began a monthly activity of preparing sandwiches /salad for the Dutchess Outreach  Lunch Box in Poughkeepsie. 

They will soon be sponsoring a parish raffle to purchase a new vestment for our priests.  

On April 20 at 10am , Sr Mary Ann Garisto, director of ecological and global concerns for the Sisters of Charity , will speak of  ways we all can work to make our personal and local environments “greener”. 

***The Knight’s of Columbus are selling the Ultimate Discount card again this year at $10 apiece ***
STATIONS OF THE CROSS – APRIL 3

Reminder : beginning time is 7:30pm 

NO  Holy Hour this month 

The CYO will be participating in this week’s

 Stations of the Cross with a focus on the different participants who were there during the crucifixion.  It is sure to be a wonderful experience.

CONFIRMATION 2009

Letters have been sent home with the available dates for the Confirmation Interviews.  Please call to secure your time as soon as possible.  Included in the letter was a list of anything that was outstanding in a students file.  Please get any missing items to the office as soon as possible.
             HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF MASSES/SERVICES

Won’t you walk with Him on His journey?
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Palm/ Passion Sunday, April 4/5


Sat.: 5:30 PM; Sun.: 7:30, 9:00, 11:00; 5:30pm
Reconciliation:

Monday, April 6: 7:30-8:30pm
Tuesday, April 7, 3:30-5:30pm
Wednesday April 8, Penance Service- 7pm
Confessions after Penance Service until 8:00pm
Friday, April 10: 4pm  Saturday April 11   315-4pm
Holy Thursday, April 9
9am Morning Prayer
Liturgy of the Lord’s Supper  7:00pm

Eucharistic Visitation 8:30-12mid
Good Friday, April 10
9am Morning Prayer
12noon The Seven Last Words of Christ 
Novena of Divine Mercy 2:45 PM

Sacred Liturgy 3:00 PM

Community Stations of the Cross 6:30PM

(outdoor procession begins at Presbyterian Church

Holy Saturday, April 11
Blessing of Food in the Church: 12:00 noon

Novena of Divine Mercy, 3:00 PM

Confessions: 3:15 to 4:30 PM

Easter Vigil: 8:00 PM
Easter Sunday, April 12
Sunrise Service 6:30am, in Pleasant Valley Memorial Park

Masses:  7:30, 9:00, 11:00 AM

Novena of Divine Mercy: 12:00 noon
Novena of Divine Mercy Easter Week:

Monday to Saturday after 9:00 AM Mass

Conclusion of Novena, Mercy Sunday March 30
3:00 - 4:00 PM, Holy Hour, Benediction
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PASTOR’S NOTES
Next week we enter into the most sacred time in the liturgical year.  Beginning with the celebration of Palm Sunday and continuing through Eastertide we witness the mystery of God’s love in the suffering, death, and resurrection of the Son, Jesus Christ.  The Church invites us to commemorate each moment of His salvific journey by participating in each and every service.

On the first day of the week, with the people of Jerusalem, we cry out Hosanna to the Messiah.  He enters through the gate of the Holy City.  Unfortunately, many of those who greet Him on this day will join those who seek His destruction.  We will participate in the Eucharist in which the Gospel will be proclaimed recalling that triumphal entrance.  We will receive the branches held by those who hailed the Son of David.  We will than hear the evangelist’s relating to us the Passion.  Unlike other days we are actually called upon to participate in the reading.  “As the voice of the people we cry out “Crucify Him!  Crucify Him.”  We must realize that this is not merely ritual for when we sin we betray the Lord.  When we sin, we contribute to His suffering.  When we sin, we stand with those who rejected Him.

Throughout the week our parish will offer the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.   We have written in this column many times about both the blessing and need for confession.  What a shame that God’s forgiveness is so near and yet not grasped!  What a glorious Easter awaits those who enter into the sacramental conversation in which weakness and sin is admitted and forgiveness and absolution is bestowed.

This year, as in many other parishes, we will celebrate Tenebrae on the mornings of Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday.  This service comprises the Office of Readings and Morning Prayer from the Prayer of the Church which is recited each day by deacons and priests.  It includes psalms, readings from the Church Fathers, and general intercessions.  What a wonderful way to consecrate the start of these most meaningful days.

On Thursday evening, we hope all our parishioners will gather to celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  As it begins we will welcome the holy oils blessed by Cardinal Egan at the Chrism Mass of Holy Tuesday.  After the homily Father Francis Perry and myself will renew our priestly promises first made at our ordination.  To concretize my commitment to you as your shepherd I will wash the feet of twelve parishioners as Christ bathe those of the Apostles.  This act is but a reminder that all of us are called to serve one another.  At the conclusion of the Mass we will invite all those attending to process to the repository where the Blessed Sacrament will be reserved until Midnight.  Until then we have the opportunity to spend some time in quiet reflection.  We will spend precious moments with the Master who accepted the cup of suffering for our sakes.

On Good Friday we will mark the hours of Christ’s crucifixion with a three hour reflection on His seven last words.   Commencing at Noon we will meditate on their meaning for us today.  At three the Solemn Liturgy will begin.  Remembering the suffering servant of Isaiah we will hear the words of John’s Gospel.  We will pray for the Church, those who follow other religious traditions, and all who lead us as well as all who need God’s grace.  Veneration of the Cross follows with a Communion rite.  In silence then the community departs.  (As is our tradition here, prior to this liturgy the Novena of Divine Mercy begins.  This devotion begun in Poland as a result of the Visions of Saint Faustina focuses our attention on our need to trust in Jesus.  Modern life is sometimes very difficult and we lose our way in faith and moral living.  The Lord wants us to return to Him.  We will not necessarily be shielded from life’s woes but we will know the presence of Christ at our side).  Each week we have celebrated the Stations of the Cross.  During Holy Week we join our Christian brothers and sisters in Pleasant Valley and recognize the unity we have in the Crucified One.  We will gather as always at the Presbyterian Church and conclude the service here.
Perhaps one of the most beautiful liturgies of our church is that of the Easter Vigil.  We have experienced the dark moments of Good Friday, we have prayed before the empty tabernacle, and we have blessed our food in anticipation of the greatest event about to unfold.  The darkness is broken by the holy fire, from which the Paschal candle will be lit.  The deacon sings “Light of Christ”.  He enters our sanctuary:  Jesus spreads His light and we are soon surrounded by the hope of Easter joy.  We exult in hymn and then through the readings we celebrate the unfolding of God’s eternal promise.  In response to this Divine action not only will we renew our own Baptismal promises and be blessed with the water that recalls our entrance into the People of God, but we will also witness two of His servants completing their initiation into the Church and another being received into the Catholic community.  As the three are confirmed in the faith you and I are privileged to welcome them to the table of the Lord where His sacrifice is re-presented in an unbloody way.

Each of these days with attendant ceremonies is precious.  I pray that each person reading these words will come and be apart of each.  Don’t hesitate to invite another.  Perhaps that is all that is necessary for the Lord to speak to their hearts.  At these rites let us pray for one another and our wonderful parish.

Vivat Jesus 

Fr. Brian 
POSTCARD  CAMPAIGN

This weekend we are participating in a national campaign sponsored by the Bishops of the United States to oppose the federal “Freedom of Choice Act” ( FOCA) , as well as the NYS Reproductive Health Act ( RHAPP) , and similar measures that would expand abortion rights and endanger religious liberty of the Church. 

Action is needed to defeat these 2 radical proposals promoting abortion on demand! 

In your pews are postcards that give an opportunity to voice your opposition to these legislative acts.  Fill out the cards and place in baskets at the doors of the church. They will be forwarded to our Respect Life Office in NY. 
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