ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

MARCH 8, 2009
SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, March 7
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
Mary Walker – Betty and Carlo Scagnelli
Sunday, March 8
7:30am
John Wolf  - Frances Pieretti 
9:00am
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka
11:00am
Rose Rizzuti – Peggy Lombardi
5:30pm
Rev Thomas J Dunne 
Monday, March 9
7:00am
Mary Denning – Family
9:00am
Special Intention
 
Tuesday, March 10

7:00am
Mary Sullivan Wicker – William Eugene Van Ornum 

9:00am
Living /deceased members of Seaman/Dydo Families 

Wednesday, March 11 
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Special Intention



Thursday, March 12
7:00am
Special Intention
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, March 13
7:00am 
Special Intention


9:00am
Daren DiMetro – Sharon DiMetro


Saturday,  March 14
9:00am
Special Intention
5:30pm
John Wolf – Nancy and Don Manion
ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
March 1, 2009          


        $ 5703.00 

Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**
    March 8

Russell Baldwin, Hayden Carlin, Barbarajean Stout, Douglas Fairbanks, Malorie Kranis, Matthew Kranis, Kallie Relyea, Brian Grunow, Marissa Scuderi, Maximus Scuderi, Edward Lyons, Craig Eckert, Dora Dooling 

   March 9

William Austin, Jack Gilbert, jr. Paul Sandford, Emma Morris, Eileen Quinn, Georgia Vrablik, Charlotte Bodack, Stephanie Byrnes, Anne Burda, Dillon Shanahan, Brendan Shanahan, Phillip Ouma

   March 10

Armando Valente, Toni Lucas, Darrin Roth, Anthony Apua, Evan Rzodkiewicz, Skye Haskell, Grace Leinweaver, Kody Hommel, Eric Plese, Nancy VanCoughnett, Fred Apers, Jaquelyn Hoag, Michelle Galanos, Leanne Rathjen, Kristina Rathjen, Danielle Rodgers, Kevin Geraci

   March 11

Mitchell Wesolowski, Timothy Osso, Wendy Hirst,  Elizabeth Miller, Anthony Ronsani, Kyle O’Brien, Kelly Kiernan, Mairead Mulhern, Devon Reale, Anthony Lozito, Elizabeth Buechele, Anthony Varrone, Theresa Orlowski, Laken Flynn, Mia Kiggins, Marie Butcher, Charles Jensen, Guiseppe Tassone, Robert Tomkins
    March 12

Beth Hudak, Allison Hirst, Jason Hirst, Margaret Sullivan, John Nicoletti, Kimberly Sundblom, Gerard Boyle, Teresa Sutton, Gregory Handy, Niall McIlvenny, Ivy Sanford, Dawn Nuccetelli, Douglas Judson, Sharon Beale, Courtney Femenella, Susan Volino, Susan Murray, Krystal Hotchkiss, Preston Martin, Kayala Hayde, Carmelo Neider, William Meyer
March 13
Matthew Reda, Jennifer Dooner, Mckaylia Lang, Christopher Stoll, Anthony Varrone, Andrew O’Gorman, Richard Brideau, Richard Brideau, Jr., Robert Brady

    March 14

Michael Benvie, Barbara Mosher, Jeannette Vesely, Casey Maclarion, John Miller, Christa Kelley, Phillips Corey, Patsy Schoonmaker, Louise Greenspan, Paul Robinson, Douglas Coy, James Mona, William DeMatteis, Preston Kellner
                 ROSARY MYSTERY OF THE WEEK
First Sorrowful Mystery- The Agony in the Garden
Fruit-Sorrow for Sin
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Fridays at 7:30pm
CARDINAL’S APPEAL

Commitment Sunday  – March 15
                                                                         432 –page 1

SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
[image: image2.png]



“Jesus took Peter, James and John and led them up on a high mountain apart by themselves” 

K OF C SCHOLARSHIP
The K of C is offering its annual $500 scholarship to a student entering college in the Fall. (2009) 

 A candidate must be the child or legal ward of a registered and contributing member of St. Stanislaus Parish or of an active and contributing member of St. Stanislaus K of C for a minimum of two years.

Eligible candidates will be judged on:

1.  Academic achievement

2.  Participation in extracurricular school activities

3.  History of paid employment or volunteer activity

4.  Church and other community activity

5.  A brief essay describing educational and career goals

6.  A letter of recommendation.

Application forms may be picked up at the parish office.  All applications must be submitted by APRIL 1, 2009.  No application will be accepted bearing a postmark after that date; only completed applications will be considered
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K OF C FISH FRY FRIDAY’S

On some Friday’s during Lent, prior to the 7:30 Stations of the Cross, the Knights of Columbus will be holding a “Fish Fry.”  The first of these dinners will be on Friday, March 13th.  You will have the option of either eating in or taking it home.  All proceeds will be donated to St. Stanislaus to help with the cost of much needed building repairs and improvements.  So skip having to cook, observe meatless Fridays and maybe stay for Stations afterward.  It’s a great family Lenten activity.  
                NURSERY SCHOOL FUNDRAISER

The Nursery School will be holding a Pizzeria Uno Fundraiser this  Sunday, March 8.  All you have to do is take the family out to dinner at Uno’s, present the Coupon and St. Stan’s Nursery School will get 20% of the proceeds
YOUTH ACTIVITIES
The Lightning Youth Group & Lightning Bolts will meet next Sunday, March 15th from 12-2pm.

The CYO Teen Club will meet Sunday evening at 6:30pm.  The teen club is planning many activities and service projects so keep watching the bulletin for announcements.
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 “A SUNDAY WITH DAFFODILS”

 March 15th 
THANK YOU!!
St Stanislaus again cannot be outdone in generosity…we will have 90 bunches of Spring daffodils  adorning the Divine Mercy  icon area dedicated for a person who passed away from cancer, someone currently suffering from the disease or to someone who is a survivor. 

At  each mass on Sunday March 15h, our priests will perform the Sacrament of the Sick 
Anyone (young or old) with serious or chronic illness

 (physical, psychological or emotional)  who thinks they would benefit by the graces of the sacrament are invited to come forward. 

FAMILY CATECHESIS NIGHTS

Haggadah-The Telling

THE PASSOVER STORY

Tuesday, March 10th   5:30-8:00pm   or
Saturday, March 21st  2:30-5:00pm
Come share in a Passover Seder

Each Family is asked to bring their favorite casserole and beverage for their table, and a finger dessert to share!
The deadline for reservations has passed but there are still a few spots available.  Please call for reservations ASAP

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE

The Confirmation Class will meet again on Monday, March 16th from 6:30-8:30pm.  All paper work should now have been submitted to the office.  If you have not yet handed in anything please do so immediately.

Each Confirmation Candidate and his parents must set up an appointment with Fr. Brian for a Confirmation interview.  This meeting will last about 15 minutes.  Several dates will be made available for this process.  A letter will be sent home outlining the process and the available dates.

The 8th Grade will meet on Sunday, March 22 from 11-5:30.

The 5th Grade Family Life sessions that were canceled due to bad weather will be rescheduled for after Easter.  A notice will be sent home.

April and May is registration for the 2009-2010 Religious Ed year.  Please be on the look out dates and forms.
BLOOD DRIVE 
MARCH 22 

Religious Ed Building 9-2:30pm
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Though it is a devotion in which we might participate any time of the year the Stations of the Cross takes on a special significance during Lent.  It invites us to be present as Christ reveals God’s love in the most terrible manner.  From the earliest days of our church sinners (especially those guilty of murder, idolatry, and adultery) were given the penance to walk in the footsteps of the Savior as he approached Golgotha.  As one can easily imagine such a work could only be undertaken by those who could spend a great deal of time and money in its fulfillment.  Therefore, Saint Francis of Assisi devised a systematic meditation which could be erected in every church and Chapel of Christendom.  Upon petitioning the Papacy, the founder of the mendicant community bearing his name saw to it that a plenary indulgence could be applied to this encounter with the Lord. (This indulgence is available to all who attend devotion on Friday evenings, recite one Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be….for the Holy Father, celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation and receive the Holy Eucharist within two weeks.) 

As we move from one station we have the opportunity to examine the actions of the ancient players in the eternal drama of salvation and reflect on our present responses to the challenge of fidelity.  The figure of Pilate on one level reminds us of the politician who is more concerned with maintaining his position rather than supporting that which he knows is true.  The governor was aware that nothing Jesus said or did merited crucifixion but in order not to upset the apple cart locally or his future with his Roman superiors he shuts his eyes to justice.  On another level he reminds us of ourselves when we ignore our obligation to stand up for what is right whether it involves saying “no” to our children, confronting an employer over an unethical practice, or speaking our against injustice.  It is easy for us to stand in judgment over another, past or present.  It is far more difficult to identify their behavior as our own.

As Jesus falls the first time we do not observe anyone coming to his assistance.  His appearance perhaps caused others to turn away.  Perhaps the show of power by the number of roman soldiers discouraged any involvement by those who crowded the narrow streets.  The reactions of onlookers perhaps forced the most caring to suppress any desire to intervene.  The inhumanity of today’s modern world cannot be measured solely in the millions lost in the Holocaust, or in the famines of the Sudan, or in the killing fields of Southeast Asia but also in the existence of  homelessness in our streets, the destruction of unborn life in our medical facilities, and the lack of care for the aged poor.

Our mother, Mary, courageously follows her son in the company of the weeping women of Jerusalem.  Though they are not identified more closely perhaps the latter remembered His words of  challenge on the Mount when He called them to support each other in times of trouble, to forgive each other’s failings, and to return to the way of the ancient covenant.  Among them, perhaps, was the wife of Jairius whose daughter he had brought back to life, or the young pregnant woman who remembered His kindness at her wedding when He changed the water into wine, and perhaps, even some wives other Pharisees and Scribes  He had confronted who could see the foolishness of their spouses in refusing to acknowledge His miraculous acts.  For her part, the once young virgin, realizing that the prophecies spoken by the angel, the holy man in the Temple, and His own cousin had to be fulfilled, accompanied and supported  Her only son.  Her heart broke as He faced not only the rejection of the people but the betrayal of the apostles.  No person or concern could keep her from being at His side.  As faith and its obligations have been marginalized by those preaching the gospel of relativism, have we become fearful of being seen as out of touch or narrow-minded.  Even when we are among friends and family do we hesitate to invite others to pray or fail to acknowledge Jesus’ place in our lives.
The figures of Veronica and Simon of Cyrene are introduced to us as we proceed.   Who was this woman who was willing to put herself in harm’s way for the suffering Messiah?  We can only speculate.  We certainly can say she was representative of many who were grateful for His ministry,  having seen His compassion for children, the sick, and even for his adversaries.  In turn, she comes to His assistance.  Matthew’s Gospel reminds us that Jesus is the one we aid when we feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and visit the homebound as well as those imprisoned.  As well as refusing Him aid when we turn away from our needy human brothers and sisters.  Simon becomes a significant figure in the Passion as an unwilling participant.  And yet he must have been transformed by that moment for the Acts of the Apostles relates that his two sons became well known disciples.  Many things happen to us for unknown reasons but if we see the hand of God in each of  them we can draw closer to our salvation.  In both these people we can see how apparently insignificant circumstances can be transformed by divine grace into life-giving and life-changing moments.  As we reflect on our pasts we can verify this reality.

During this week pray the Stations and be overwhelmed by the love of Jesus for you and all creation.  Let us then do likewise for our neighbor especially in those troubled times.




Vivat Jesus





Fr. Brian
                             “LABYRINTH”

SPIRITUAL EXERCISE

Something different for Lent
Just what is a labyrinth? Labyrinths were a feature of many medieval Cathedrals. One of the best remaining examples is found in Chartres Cathedral in northern France. They are marked out on a floor, but unlike a maze, have only one path – there are no dead ends. People walked the labyrinth slowly as an aid to contemplative prayer and reflection, as a spiritual exercise, or as a form of pilgrimage.

This labyrinth is a contemporary version that includes music, meditations, art, media and activities at stations along the path. 

We are preparing a Prayer Path Labyrinth  on the following dates: Friday, March 13.  between  9-11am and 4-7:30pm   and Saturday, March 14th :9:30-3pm  
We ask that participants walk this path in stocking feet or slippers Allow yourself approx. 45 minutes to walk the path. You need to bring a portable CD player (some loaners will be available. People need to proceed at 10 minute intervals...no more than 4 on the path at a time. 

Appointments are preferred, however we will try to accommodate walk-ins . Call Parish office 635 -1700   to sign up Or sign up after masses this weekend  
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