ST. STANISLAUS PARISH 
PLEASANT VALLEY, NY

MAY 31, 2009
PENTECOST SUNDAY
WWW.SAINTSTANISLAUS.NET
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ANNOUNCED MASSES

Saturday, May 30
9:00am
Philip Huller – St Stanislaus Parish Family
5:30pm
Michael J Fisher, Jr – Eileen DePaulo
Sunday, May 31
7:30am
The People of St Stanislaus Kostka 
9:00am 
Matt Polniaszek – Trudy Polniaszek


11:00am
Lita Mattimore  - Murray Family
Monday, June 1
9:00am
John Neville – The Bennetts
Tuesday, June 2
9:00am
Mary  Ellen Uveges- Joe and Leigh Toth 
Wednesday, June 3
9:00am
Special Intention
Thursday, June 4
9:00am
Special Intention
Friday, June 5
9:00am
John Wolf  - Frank/ Maryann Zanchelli and Family
Saturday, 
9:00am
Special Intention


5:30pm
Mary Walker- Jayne and Steve Rossi


ST. STANISLAUS IS A TITHING PARISH 
God’s Plan for Giving
 In return for the Lord’s generosity, our people returned to His Church the following
May 24, 2009           
$4835.00
Ascension



  
$1034.00
Thank you for your continuing generosity that enables us to continue to serve the people of God

We are grateful to all for the positive response to this year’s Cardinal’s Appeal and appreciate the sacrifice made. We understand some of you who have already contributed continue to receive letters from the Archdiocese asking for donations. We apologize for the confusion and be confident that we have advised the office of the situation.  
**BIRTHDAY GREETINGS**

May 31

Lindsey Jewell, John Murphy, Ryan VanCoughnett, Marisa De LaTorre, Brooke Gutierrez, Samantha Keener, Cora Eberhard, Barbara Minnerly


June 1

Frances Philipbar, Joseph Boyle, Raymond Coffey, Luke Biasotti, Briana Cioppa, Anthony Scuderi, Joseph Carao, III, Thomas Hawks, Jim Frinton, David Warner, Daniela Hichak, Jaime Galanos, Tabatha Zerafa


June 2

Noah Barnett, Stephanie Kondas, Dorothy Morgano, John Boyle, Ryan Schwarze, Robert Miles, Ashley Sheehan, Thaddeus Wawryk, Stephanie Tooker, Janet Canero, Douglas Clark, Kevin Albrecht, Angela Rossi, Michaela McGrath, Stephanie Mailer, Hailey Cummings

June 3

Patrick Grein, Rose Marie Lahey, Rodney Jubert, John Senchak, Ian Reale, George Tortarella, III, Daniel DiCarlo, Jonathan Dedaj, Gregory Wilkins, Ted Gentile, Jr. Shannon Jones


June 4

Michael Ceonzo, Gregory Wandy, Janet Hof, Michael Mandy, Matthew McAmblay, Luke Fowler, Adam Fowler, Brad Fowler, Michael Matuk, Rebecca Gibson, Darien Tanner, Merry Meyer, Aaryn Baker, Lucy Krom, Alice Konyn, Chris Milazzo, Janet Hopkinson, Cassandra Juliano, Rebecca Yambrick

June 5

Rachel Timberlake, Adam Lawlor, Jack Weidner, Michael Ticcony, Michael Hommel, Donna Cady, Jamie Franzken, Gregg Wilsea, Michael Yambrick IV, Adriana Scores


June 6

Paul Clausson, Deborah Stanton, Melissa Waters, Angela Potenza, Nicole Wrona, David Toussaint, David McDdonald, Evelyn Stram, Todd Berry Albert Bjorkman, Michael Igoe, Richard Hyland, Andrew Nadell, Charles Byers
BANNS OF MARRIAGE
BANNS I

Natalie Serkowski – Paulsak Vachiraprapun
FIRST FRIDAY HOLY HOUR

The last Holy Hour for the summer will be this

 Friday, June 5. 

Exposition at 6:45pm

Holy Hour 7-8pm
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WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
Come away for a worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and renew the face of your marriage/holy orders.  The next weekend is June 26 – 28.  For more info call toll free:  877-NYS-WWME.
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

NEW CLASS TIMES ADDED

Due to the popularity of our Wednesday Evening schedule where we have 3rd, 4th, 5th & 6th Grade classes all at 6:15, we have decided to have the same schedule on Thursday Evening.  This will not effect any child that has already been placed in the day or time of their choice.  However, if you would like to move your child/children into a different night please contact Mrs. Barrett in the Religious Education Office.

NEED FOR RELIGIOUS EDUCATION TEACHERS

This year we are very sad to be loosing some of our dedicated teachers.  Many of our teachers are graduating seniors who will be going off to college; others are taking a hopefully short hiatus.  This does leave the program in need of teachers for the 2009/2010 school year.    If you think you might be able to volunteer to teach a class please contact the Religious Ed Office.  We will need to set up an interview & have you fill out the appropriate forms.  In order to be involved in the Religious Education Program the Archdiocese mandates that you have a background check and take a Safe Environment Class- Protecting God’s Children.  In addition, it is required that you take 4 formation classes.  These classes:  Call To Be Catechist, Classroom Environment, Guidelines, & Lesson Planning can be taken over the summer or in early Fall.  These classes, which are taught by experienced Directors of Religious Education, Qualified Priests, and deacons, prepare you to enter into the classroom with the confidence and tools you will need.  In addition, we will give you additional materials and be there to guide you along the way. 
Teaching in the Religious Education Program is a wonderful way for you to show the children of our parish that Faith Formation is important and something that we take serious.  We hope you will consider giving some time to the future of our Church-Our Children.  

REGISTRATION

If you have not yet registered your child for the 2009/2010 year please do so as soon as possible.  Call the office to set an appointment to come in and fill out the forms.  New Family Registration will be on Sunday, June 7th after the 11 am Mass until 2
BUS TRIP TO WASHINGTON
We are still open to anyone who is interested in the bus trip to Washington DC on Sept 14-16. The trip will entail a visit to the National Basilica, Franciscan Monastery, Smithsonian, Night tour of monuments, and visit to Arlington Cemetery
RCIA
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

If any adult is interested in becoming fully initiated into the Catholic Church ( completing sacraments ), professing into this faith from a Christian denomination, or coming into the Church as a newly baptized member, please call the parish office ( Nancy Dunn or Andrea Tighe)  for more information. We will begin over the summer with classes on Sunday mornings once a month ; Classes will last through Lent to the Easter Vigil.  635-1700 x 10 or 12 
THANKS FOR THE SUPPORT AND
CONCERN ON MY GRADUATION

I am very grateful to our Pastor Rev. Brian McWeeney, the parish staff and the good people of St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish for being part of my graduation ceremony and also for the reception held last weekend in my honor here in the parish. In fact, I was glad to see about thirty-three parishioners and thirty-six friends and family from Ghana around me at the graduation ceremony in Fordham. Our dean even made a comment that I brought a whole choir for the graduation. This shows how you really appreciate my service among you and the love and friendship we share together. I am very grateful to Fr. Brian for his continuous support and encouragement in my ministry here in the United States. He is a source of inspiration to me in how he conducts his duties as a pastor and a member of so many committees and commissions; not forgetting his habit of reading. Msgr. Charles Quinn was very instrumental in the entire process of my education to the end. It was he who created the enabling environment for me to achieve what I gain now. He was even at the graduation ceremony in order to climax everything. I wish him all the best in his new journey as a retired pastor. I am eternally grateful to Dr. William Van Ornum who on the Epiphany of the year 2007 presented me with the gift of the funding for my graduate education from the McCann Foundation. . It was that help coupled with the assistance from my brother Knights of Columbus that pushed me to the end. I am equally thankful to the Knights for their surprise gift toward my graduation. May the Good Lord bless you in all that you are doing for this parish. Additionally, I extend my warmest appreciation to Deacon John Dunn, Andrea Tighe, Nancy Dunn, and Dianne Serkowski who were very instrumental in all the process from the beginning to the end. Their smiles and words of encouragement had enhanced this achievement. I also thank all the ladies (who are my friends) who took me to lunch as part of the celebration; and all those who continue to invite me to their houses to have meal with them. Please know that you are all in my heart and I am grateful for your love and concern. I thank all who gave gifts in various forms to me. May the Lord bless you. I will offend if I mention particular names apart from those mentioned above because I might leave some very important names out. In a humble manner, I just want to say I appreciate all your efforts and concern and all that you continue to do for me. I wish you the joys of the Resurrection and Ascension of the Lord; and also wishing you the gifts of the Holy Spirit as we celebrate Pentecost today. I entreat you all to continue to pray for me as I go about my services among you. 
Akpe Na Mi. (Thank you).
Fr Francis Perry Azah
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PASTOR”S COLUMN
Last week as we witnessed the Confirmation of almost fifty of our young people we recalled the gifts of the Holy Spirit we have all received in this sacrament of initiation.  As we come to celebrate Pentecost this week let us reflect on the teachings of our Church as to the twelve fruits of our interaction with the Advocate promised by Jesus Christ.  They are the outgrowth of a grace filled relationship first enjoyed by Mary, the Apostles, and the other disciples gathered in the Upper Room when the tongues of fire first descended.
Charity is a virtue but it is a fruit as well of our intimacy with the divine.  Knowing the infinite love showered upon us in creating the world, redeeming mankind, and promising companionship we are called to mirror that which we have received.  Authors like Benedict XVI used the word:  “agape” which describes the unconditional love God has for the world and the free choice the believer has to respond.  Arising out of this fruit we might say comes a second:  Joy.  All too often we feel devastated by loss of family members or overwhelmed by economic crises.  Because joy is God given it surpasses any concept of human happiness which is ephemeral.  This grace accompanies us and assists us in realizing how temporary are our sorrows.  The burdens of any one day mean less than the hope we are given.

Peace is a fruit of which we hear much in the New Testament.  Christ promises  to those gathered at the last supper a “peace which the world cannot give.”  In an age when the news is filled with news of civil disruptions, terrorist threats and actions, and wars breaking out we search for an oasis of tranquility.  In our hearts and homes we seek a cessation of the chaos which frequently destabilizes our sense of well being.  The Lord offers us a sense of wholeness when he proclaims “shalom” to those who rest in Him.  With arms outstretched He says:  “Let us be at – one.”  Patience is a fruit of the Spirit which is connected with peace.  Parents find it very elusive as they seek to instruct their children and protect them from the mistakes they might have made.  All of us, at times, want instant solutions to the problems we have or answers to our future hopes as to their fulfillment.  This presence of God’s grace comforts us with the reality that He is near, no matter what is to occur, to assist us.  Benignity is perhaps a word with which we are not familiar.  It can be roughly translated as kindness.  It is a concept that goes beyond a feeling to a  mode of action which calls upon an individual to perform actions of support for another even when that person might be deemed “difficult”.  How kind God is to us, even when we are closed to Him.  Aligned with this fruit is Goodness.  This is very clearly an attitude or general character that should be seen in a person who has embraced faith.  We might falter at times but our overall response is to do that which is pleasing to God and of service to our neighbor.  Though we might seek to advance our

neighbor.  Though we might seek to advance our own cause, altruism is our main goal.  The next fruit does not sound attractive at all but it is truly one born of an intimacy with the Godhead and recognizes the Christian’s link to the Crucifixion.  

Long-Suffering is a recognition of the truth of the mandate of Christ to take up one’s cross.  How many of our brothers and sisters realize in their lives the burdens of loneliness, sickness, and want!  They witness to each of us the depth of their acceptance of the Pauline creed:  whether I live or die, I live or die in the Lord.

Mildness is described in the Scripture as a  “disposition that is even-tempered, tranquil, balanced in spirit and unpretentious.”  Sometimes call meekness, it should never be confused for weakness.  In our own Archbishop I have seen this in abundance in his public addresses, meetings, and conversations.  But one is equally aware in his statements and body language that he understands power and its responsibilities.  He rules his own spirit well.  Faith is the fruit of true knowledge and understanding of God’s compassion and care as well as our acknowledgement of His providence over our lives.  All too often our days pass without referencing it.  But when we are struck down by a family crisis of health, marital discord, filial estrangement, or unemployment we run home to the Father and seek solace.  While this is right in the sense that it recognizes our ultimate dependence on God, all too often we want from Him our solution instead of praying “Thy will be done.”  But I guess, like the match our faith needs to be pushed against a hard surface for it to ignite.  Modesty is a much ignored fruit today.  Not only in dress do we see its violation but in the manner of speech which is self-congratulatory.  In my last assignment I recall people arriving for Mass clothed in a way that would be unacceptable in their local clubs.  And I am sure we have all endured conversations in which the speaker was absolutely amazed with himself.  In a society formality in what we wear has certainly lessened and yet many companies have restored requirements once dismissed.  This fruit requires us to heed where we are and what we are about.  And we must realize that praise from another’s lips always sounds sweeter.  Continency is also another unfamiliar word and unfortunately a concept that has lost meaning for some.  It can simply be defined as self-control.  Though our present economic woes can be ascribed to many causes if we are honest, the absence of this aspect is a significant factor.  Building and buying houses too big for our budget, charging those “must haves” to our many credit cards, and attempting to impress others with our largess in entertaining has come to roost.  As a nation, community, and individuals we must realize the wisdom of exercising control over ourselves and our passions.  Speaking of which, the final fruit is Chastity.  When we compare our attitudes with those of prior generations we should be somewhat embarrassed.  I do not think that this spiritual fruit is calling us back to a hypocritical Victorian age but it is demanding that we display a greater appreciation for God’s creation.  No person should be treated as an object.  Such objectification leads to a lack of respect for humanity and its existence leading to the evils we see promoted so shamelessly today.
On this birthday of the Church let us honor her by gratitude for the gifts of the Holy Spirit and by witnessing to the fruits of our Divine Advocate.  Come Holy Spirit! Come!



Vivat Jesus



Fr. Brian

NURSERY SCHOOL REGISTRATION

The St. Stanislaus Kostka Nursery School still has a few opening for their 2 day 3 year old program and their afternoon 4year old program.  The afternoon program for 4 year olds offers a 3 day or 5 day option.  The St. Stanislaus Nursery School is committed to overall social, physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual enhancement of each child.  Students in the 4 year old group are also exposed to the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, a program that nurtures the spiritual development of very young children.  Don’t miss out on this opportunity for a wonderful pre-school experience.  For information or to register please call Jayne Rossi, Director, at 635-9312.  
BEST WISHES TO MSGR. CHARLES QUINN

Please join us as we celebrate Msgr. Quinn’s 50 Anniversary of Priesthood.  The parishioners of St. Stanislaus Kostka would like to share in his joy and acknowledge the 13 years of dedicated service he gave to our parish.  On Sunday, June 14th, after the 11am Mass we will have a fellowship event
MISSION APPEAL

This year, our annual Mission Appeal is next weekend.  Our Missionary this year, is Sister Lisa Valentini, a Missionary Sister of the Sacred Heart, who has been a missionary for the past 25 years – and has just returned from 8 ½ years in  the Dominican Republic.  Please be generous as you plan to share with our brothers and sisters who are most in need.      432- page3






_1184161627.unknown

